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Global Warming Is for Real 
The US Must End its 'Can't Do' Attitude and Get to Work to End This Threat to Ute on Earth 

By Rep. Henry Waxman 
EPA Administrator William 

Reilly testified last month that 
global warming is the most scri· 
ous cnv~tonmcn~al problem that 
our nation faces. In fact, it may be 
the greatest single lhrcatto life on 
this planeL 

Global wanning is caused by 
contmuing global emissions of 
gases such as carbon dioxide 
(COJ, methane, and nitrous OX· 
ide, which are building up in our 
planet's atmosphere at unprece
dented levels. 

Like the glass panes in a green
house, these gases allow the sun's 
warming rays to reach the earth, 
but they 11ap the radiating heat 
that the earth then gives off. 
Through the resulting "green
houseefreu, n the buildup of these 
gases is ex pee ted to lead to a 
warmer earth. 

Global climate change is gener
ally perceived to be a mauer of 
considerable scientific contro
versy, but most Americans would 
be surprised by just how much is 
known and how much is ac
cepted by a broad consensus of 
scicnustS. 

To begin with, weknowlhatthe 
greenhouse effect is real. Earth 
itself would be more than 50 de
grees Fahrenheit cooler were it 
not for the warming effect of 
greenhouse gases, such as col. 

• ,.,~ . ~-our neisflbating planet
Venus, where swface tempera
tures of 850 degrees Fahrenheit 
are the result of hlgh concentra· 
tions of greenhouse gases, we 
have a very clear ellample of what 
a runaway greenhouse effect can 
do. 

We also Jcnow that concentra· 
tions of co~ have been steadily 
increasing m our atmosphere 
since the Industrial Revolution. 

Continual increases in CO, lev
els have been recorded over the 
past t.ltree decades, which is as 
long as the lcey monitoring sta· 
lions have been in operation, and 
scienLisu agree lhat global col 
conc~ntrations have increased by 
26 percent since the Industrial 
Revolution. 

Most importantly, there is 
agreement that earth will warm as 
a result of the continuing release 
of greenhouse gases. The Inter
governmental Panel on Oimate 
Change (IPCC), an international 
scientifiC body convened by the 
United Nations and supported by 
the US, recently concluded that 
warming of the planet as a result 
of greenhouse emissions is a cer· 
tainty. 

While scientists are not yet in 
complete agreement on how 
much the earth will warm, or how 
quickly the warming will occur, 
there is a general consemus that 
global average temperatureS will 
increase by three 10 nine degrees 
Fahrenheit over the next 100 
years. 

Warming of this magnitude 

R.ep. Hr:nry A. Waxman(o-<:aliflls 
chainnan of the S<lbcommittM on 
he~lth and the ..,.,;.....,.,..,t of the 
House Energy And Commerce 
Commln". 

col' the most important green
house gas. 

The already very high level of 
col emissions from the us would 
be expected to increase under the 
plan by 15 percent by the year 
2000, and 50 percent by 2015. 
Even more b'oubling, the plan 
includes no provision to restrict 
the expected increase of green· 
house emissions in general, 
through the next century. 

The Administration's timidity 
is unnecessary. In facl, scientific 
and 1.«:-hnical experts gathered at 
the Uoiled Nations' Second 
World Climate Conference last 
November in Geneva concluded 
that "technically feasible and 
cost-effective opportunities to 

, reduce C02 emissions ... are suffi
cient 10 allow many industrialized 
countries to stabilize CO, emis
sions and reduce these emissions 
by 20 pereCllt by 2005." 

Studies sponsored by the De
partment of Energy and the Envi
ronmenta l Protection Agency 
(EPA) confirm the feasibility and 
cost effoctivcness of C01 reduc· 
Lions here in the US. 

cowtuy 
The state of Florida (here, nearly in its entirety) could be greatly affected by the climate changes 
that will c:omt wllh zlobal warming. It the level or the oceans rises, coastal communities could be 
tlooded. Other calamities include drought and loss or drinking water. 

Data produced for EPA indi
cate that the US could reduce CO, 
emissions to S percent below cur
rent levels by the year2000, while 
saving - that's right, acLUally 
saving - some S40 billion per 
year . 
~ThilK"'OIIH!o~~

crgy efficiency improvements, 
switching to natural gas as a fuel, 
and expanding renewable enetgy 
sources. 

A newly released OTA study 
confirms that the US could reduce 
col emissions by 30 percent by 
2015 using currently available 
technologies: 

could have devastating conse
quences. It was a change of only 
nine degrees that made the di.fTer
ence between earth's last ice age 
and I.Oday's climate. 

Moreover, natural climate 
shifts have always talcen place 
over periods of tens of thousands 
of years, rather than decades. Ow
ecosystems are likely to have 
great difficulty surviving such a 
rapid change. 

While we do not yet have scien
tific certainry, there are strong 
indications that greenhouse 

The six warmest 
years .,f the past 
100 have all occulTed 
in the past decade. 

warming has already begun. Ac
cording 10 the National Aeronau
tics and Space Administration 
(NASA) and the British Meteoro
logical omce, last year's global 
average temperature was the 
highest ever recorded. 

In fact. the six warmest years of 
the past 100 were all in the last 
decade. 
. However, there is so much 
natural variability in climate, 
that we cannot yet say unequivo
cally that all this warm weather 
evidences the beginning of the 
greenhouse eanJI. Some scien
tists, most notably Dr. James 
Hanson of the Goddard Space 

Flight Institute, now think so. 
The impacts of climate change 

are also still a maucr of some 
uncertainty. But they can be ex
pected to be quite broad and quite 
dramatic. 

The range of identified con
cerns includes: <!~ought; sea level 
rise with inundation of coastal 
areas; loss of drinking water sup
plies; disruption of agriculture; 
direct health problems, such as 
heat stroke and heart attacks; in
creases in some diseases as tropi
cal pests and othec vectors acquire 
a grea rer range; and potentially 
devastating large-scale effects on 
ecosystems. 

It will be many years- in faa, 
probably decades - before we 
fully understand how greenhouse 
wanning will change our eartll. 
Even so, what we lcnow now is 
more than enough to support a 
conclusion that climate change is 
inevitable, and that we should do 
all we can, as soon as we can, to 
mitigate it. 

Indeed, there is broad scientific 
agreement that, because green
house gases can remain in the 
atmosphere for hundreds of years, 
the longer we wait, the more diffi. 
cult and costly it will be to protect 
our climate. 

Otha nations see and under
stand the severity of the threat, 
and many have already adopted 
domestic programs to reduce 
greenhouse emissions. Most 
countries now favor strong inter
national actiorL 

When countries gathered re· 
cenlly here in Washington at the 
UN conference to begin the nego
tiations on a climate change 
agreement, a long list of nations 
supported aggressive interna
tional action, including England, 
France, Germany, Denmark, 
Canada, the Netherlands, Austra
lia, and many others. 

With the single exception of 
Turkey, the US stood isolated 
among industrial ized nations in 
its unwillingness to support stabi
lization and reduction of col 
emissions. 

The Bush Administration un
veiled a new "action plan" at the 
Washington conference. Unfor
tunat.cly, the name is something of 
a misnomer, for the plan really 
calls for no action at all. 

It establishes as a target that 
United States emissions in green
house gases will be no greater in 
the ycar2000 than th~y were in the 
year 1987. 

This is not ambitious. 
ln fact, the plan envisions that 

this goal can be achieved mainly 
by waiting for reductions in 
greenhouse gases that will al· 
ready be produced under the re
cent! y passed Clean Air Act, 
mostly asaresultoflimitationson 
ozone-depleting chlorofluorocar
bon emissions. 

Sadly, the plan includes no real 
long-term cap on greenhouse 
emissions, only a minuscule en
ergy conservation program, and 
no program to limit emissions of 

President Busb has in recent 
weeks repeatedly cited the re· 
sponsibilities of international 
leadership that our nation must 
bear. • 

It is a refrain that resonates well 
in a nation that sees itself as a 
global leader. But US leadership 
has been distressingly scarce in 
the international effort to protect 

There is a general 
consensus that 
average global 
temperatures wHI rise 
three to nine degrees 
in the next 100 years. 

the planet from greenhouse 
warming. 

It's time to take another look. 
The US alone is responsible for 
some 20 percent of the planet's 
gn:enhouse emissions. · 

We can and must abandon the 
"can't·do" atlitude that has made 
our nation a central obstacle 10 
international action on global 
warming. The longer we wait 
to start reducing greenhouse 
emissions, the more diffiCult it 
will be to put in place an effec
tive program to stabilize our cli
mate. 


