
 

 

Congressman Filemon Vela 
(34th District of Texas) 

Presentation to High School Seniors 



  Options after  

  High School 

 
• Military 

• College 

• Technical Programs 

• Work 

http://www.collegescholarships.org/grants/hispanic.htm
http://www.latinocollegedollars.org






  
DATA SHOWS: 

MORE EDUCATION = MORE MONEY 

Engineering 

Computers and Mathematics 

Business 

Health 

Physical Science 

99,000 

89,000 

80,000 

80,000 

90,000 

75,000 

70,000 

60,000 

60,000 

59,000 

Median Earnings for those with a Bachelor's Degree  

Median Earnings with a Graduate Degree 



EARNINGS SNAPSHOT:  

IMPACT OF 

EDUCATION  

ON NURSING PAY 

 

f 

f 

f 





ANOTHER  

REASON TO 

ATTEND COLLEGE… 

 

COOL CLASSES 
  

LADY GAGA & THE 

SOCIOLOGY OF FAME 



SENIOR YEAR 

STEPS TO GET INTO 

COLLEGE 





 

Think about where you will be most 

likely to succeed— 

• Big v. Small 

• Texas v. Out-of-State 

• Liberal v. Conservative  

• Private v. Public 

• 2-Year Associate’s v. 4-Year 

Bachelor’s  

• Religious v. Secular   

• Demographic Makeup 

 

FIRST THINGS FIRST: 





Jobs Volunteering 

Visit College Campuses 

School Organizations  

FFA 

Athletics  



STEP 2:  

APPLY 



ADMISSION STANDARDS TYPICAL ACT COMPOSITE SCORE 

AVERAGES  

OPEN- All high school graduates are accepted until 

the school’s enrollment capacity. 

16-21 

NON_SELECTIVE- Some freshmen who are 

accepted are in the lower half  of  their high school 

graduating class.  

17-22 

TRADITIONAL- Majority of  freshmen accepted 

are in the top 50% of  their graduating class.  

18-24 

SELECTIVE- Majority of  freshmen accepted are in 

the top 25% of  their graduating class 

21-26 

HIGHLY SELECTIVE- Majority of  freshmen 

accepted are in the top 10% of  their graduating 

class. 

25-30 



• Submit application materials 

(paper/electronic) 

– Application for admission 

– High school transcript 

– Recommendations 

– Admission test results 

– Essays  

– Fill out Free Application for Federal 

Student AID (FAFSA) 



SAT 
Test Date Registration 

Deadline 

November 3, 2013 October 3, 2013 

December 7, 2013 November 8, 2013 

January 25, 2014 December 27, 2013 

ACT 
Test Date Registration 

Deadline  

October 26, 2013 September 27, 2013 

December 14, 2013 November 8, 2013 

February 8, 2014 January 10, 2014 



Apply for ALL PUBLIC TEXAS Schools and MANY  

2-YEAR and PRIVATE Schools at: 

APPLYTEXAS.ORG 





Develop a plan to  

pay for your education  

• Determine college costs 

• Investigate ALL possible resources 

– FINANCIAL AID: SCHOLARSHIPS, 
GRANTS,  
LOANS, AND WORK-STUDY 

– Parents 

– Savings 

– Summer earnings 

– Other sources 

• Secure necessary forms and note deadlines 

• APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID AS EARLY AS 
POSSIBLE!!!! 



Estimated Expenses for a Year of College 

Budget Item Average Annual Range 
Tuition and fees $5,000 – 21,000* 
Room and board $5,000 – 8,000* 
Books and supplies $   800 – 1,700* 
Transportation $   400 – 1,500*  
Miscellaneous $1,200 – 2,700* 
(laundry, entertainment, and recreation)  
Total $12,400 – 34,900* 
*These figures represent average tuition and fee costs for Midwestern states. Some schools will be lower in costs, while other schools will have higher costs. These figures should be used as a 
guide only. Students should check with the institution(s) in which they are interested to determine more specific costs. 



DETERMINING COSTS 

Universities in 34th Congressional District: 

University of Texas at 
Brownsville 

Texas A&M University 
Kingsville 

Tuition and Fees $6,940 

Room and Board $6,858 

Books and Supplies $1,300 

Estimated Personal 

Expenses 

$2,762 

Transportation Expenses $1,937 

Estimated Total Per Year $19,797 

Tuition and Fees $5,928 

Room and Board $6,706 

Books and Supplies $1,278 

Estimated Personal 

Expenses 

$1,916 

Transportation Expenses $1,916 

Estimated Total Per Year $17,744 



COST of ATTENDANCE  

University of Texas at Austin  

$25,704  

Texas Tech University 

$22,837  

Texas A&M University 

$21,581 

Texas State University  

$20,710   

  



Fill out your fAFSA 

WITH YOUR PARENTS! 

FAFSA 

applications 

open January 1, 

2014!! 



Encourage your 
parents to complete 
income tax forms early 

 Set up a Federal 
Student Aid PIN at 
www.pin.ed.gov 

 Submit your FAFSA 
as soon as possible 
starting January 1, 
2014  

 

 

Contact a school’s 
financial aid office if  
you have questions  

Review your college 
acceptances and 
compare the financial 
aid offers 



FAFSA4Caster will help you 

understand your options for 

paying for college by 

estimating your eligibility for 

Federal Student Aid 







Baylor University 

University of  Texas 

Texas A&M University Kingsville  

Georgetown University  

University of  Texas at Brownsville  

Harvard University  

Texas A&M University  

University of  Texas-Pan 

American 







HOUSING 
• Watch for housing forms and 

other information 

• Roommates  

• Find out how your room is 

laid out and which amenities 

will be provided (refrigerator, 

microwave, air conditioning, 

etc.) 

 

PERSONAL  
• Banking arrangements  

• Work-study job or other 

financial aid 

• Medical & pharmacy 

• Insurance 

• Transportation 

• Computer & other technology 

• Technology repairs 



 Attend Orientation and other 
college workshops 

 

 Registration  

 

 Textbooks  

 

 Transferring your AP credits 
and/or dual credits 

 

 Placement tests 

 

 Student  ID card 

 

 Send deposit if  applicable  
 

 




