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The Honorable Eric H. Holder, Jr.
Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Ave NW Rm 5111
Washington DC 20530

Dear Attorney General Holder:

The lead article in the Metro section of today’s Washington Post provided yet another sad
account of a young girl being sexually trafficked on the Web site Backpage.com. What makes it
even more tragic is that the alleged pimp is a D.C. police officer. Enclosed is a copy of the
article. I marked the reference to Backpage.com.

For five years, I have been asking you and your department to deal with this problem.
You have given a lotf of speeches, but have you ever even publicly called out Backpage.com for
- its critical role in facilitating sex trafficking?

When are you and your department going to get serious about solving this problem?
How many more young girls are going to become victims before the department deals with this?

From now on, I'm going to hold you personally accountable for each victim trafficked on
that Web site — each someone’s daughter, sister or mother. ['m asking you — not as attorney
general but as a father ~ to use your remaining time in office to find a way to end
Backpage.com’s trafficking of young girls and women.

Best wishes,

- ’7@\3:;1: d‘z”—‘-r ‘ |
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Police
search
officer’s
home
PROSTITUTION RING

IS SUSPECTED

: Missing teen reportedly
found in hlS apartment

BY PETER HERMANN,
) ANN MARIMOW
AND CLARENCE WILLIAMS

Authorities - are . investigating
whether a veteran D.C. police
‘officer was running.a prostiti-
tion ring out of his Southeast
Washington apartment ‘where
they found a 16- year—old glrl who
had been reported missing, ac-
cording to.documents. unsealed
in federal court.”

The' officer, “who has been on
the force for 24 years, had not
been arrested as of Thursday
evening, but he was put on paid
administrative leave as - police
continued their. investigation.
“The teeniager told police that:the

officer took nude photos of her -

and arranged for her to have sex
for money, the court papers say.

© News: of the allegation broke

" publicly as another B.C. police

'Washmgton, -3%,Was “arrested

Monday on allegations” that he-

took pictures of a seminude
15-year-old whe had run away
from home. )
Aunthorities said it does not
appear that the cases are related,
but the specter of having itwo
officers fromy the 7th District

station house in Southeast inves-.

tigated on crimeslinked to sexual
abuse of minors has shaken the
4,000-member department. D.C.
Police-Chief Catliy L. Lanier said

the department “is very con-
cerned about the recent allega-
tions of egregious conduct® "

Lanier acknowledged that the
cases could make the force look
bad, but she said that “misguided
actions of a few in no way reflects
on the professmnahsm dedica-
tion and integrity of the depart-
ment.”

The Washington Post is not
naming the 47-year-old officer
because he not been charged with

"a crime and was not identified in
the search warrant application,
filed in U.S. District Court. Ef-
forts to reach him were not
successful.

It was unclear how investiga-
tors came to focus on the officer
and the apartment on Stanton
Road. The court documents state
only that detectives investigating
a family’s report of a missing

16-year-old girl learned that she

might be at the ofﬁcers resi-
dence.

Police went to the apartment

Tuesday night- and the officer
answered the door after repeated
knocks, according to court pa-

pers.” He let them in, and they

reported that they immediately

_ smelled - marijuana. Detectives

were told that two females were
in a bedroom; one was the miss-
.ing teen, the court documents
stated, . and the other was an
18-year-old.

. Officers stayed at the apart-
ment through the night and most.
of Wednesday, and after getting a
search warrant, they confiscated
nine pairs of shoes, one bra, two
boxes of condoms, computers
and cellphones. The court doen-

" ments stated that they also took a

mirror with names written on it
and that the 16-year-old told
police that the names were of
women who had worked as pros-
titutes. .
Ahigh-ranking D.C. police offi-
cial said authorities were sorting
through conilicting statements
and trying to determine precisely
what was happening in the apart-
ment. How the officer met the girl
was not described in documents

.made public thus far.

Accarding to court documents,
the girl told police that.she had
gone to.the officer’s apartment at
least twice and that the officer

-took nude photos of her wearing -

sparkly high-heeled shoes and
showed them to a potential cus-
tomer. The man Iiked the photos _
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and was scheduled 1o meet her

and pay $80 for sex, the girl told

police. Of that, she said, $20 was

to go to the officer. The girl said

that the officer was to pay for her

hairstyle, shoes and new clothes

and that her wotking name’
would be “Juicy” It was not clear

whether the girl met the custom-
€r.

The girl said that six other

€ apart-

‘ment-and that advertisements

w
were posted on the Internet site

backpage. com, the documents

said.

In US. District Court on
Thursday, -authorities were deal-
ing with the separate case involv-
ing Marc Washington, Magistrate
Judge John- M. Facciola said he.
wanted to release the officer to
stay with his father in Waldorf,
Md., and be put on electronic

- monitoring. But Facciola issued a

24-hour stay on the order to give
prosecutors a chance to appeal.

“It is despicable for anyone to
do this” Facciola -said "of the
alleged conduct. “For a police
officer to .do this is beyond any-
one’s imagination.”

But with Washlngtons gan
and badge no longer in his pos-
session, the judge said it “reduces

“substantially” the possibility of

the officer being abie to-abuse his
previous position of authority.
The . arresting officer told the
judge that Washington’s police
powers had been revoked ‘and

that he was in the process of

being suspended without pay.
The officer’s attorney, Michelle’
Peterson, told the judge that her
client “understands the serious
nature of the charges, but they
are just that — charges.”
Assistant U.S. Aftorney Ari

* Redbord said that investigators

recovered dozens of photos from
Washingtons camera, including
images of two semi-nude females
-who appeared to be minors, and
that they think there may be
other victims.

“He committed this crime on
duty, in uniform and with a
firearm,” Redbord said in arguing
for Washington 16. remain in
custody. “He picked the most

_ vulnerable of victims in our com- .

munity”
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