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California GOP Reps Unite on Water Bill  

Entire California delegation backs comprehensive water fix   

 

Washington, D.C. – Congressmen David Valadao, Devin Nunes, and Kevin McCarthy led the 

entire California GOP delegation in introducing a comprehensive bill in Congress to resolve the 

water crisis in California.  

The Sacramento–San Joaquin Valley Emergency Water Delivery Act (H.R. 3964) restores water 

reliability to California communities by codifying the bipartisan Bay-Delta Accord. It also 

reforms onerous federal laws – such as the Central Valley Project Improvement Act and the San 

Joaquin River Restoration Settlement Act – that have severely curtailed water deliveries and 

resulted in hundreds of billions of gallons of badly needed water being flushed into the ocean.       

“Since taking office, ensuring the Central Valley has reliable access to clean, high-quality water 

has been my number one priority,” said Rep. Valadao. “My district represents a cross-section of 

San Joaquin Valley water users, as it is home to contractors on both the East and West sides of 

the Valley, senior water rights holders and State Water Project contractors. My constituents are 

suffering from drought conditions severely exacerbated by erroneous federal regulations. 

Families and farmers alike are not receiving the water they need to meet their basic, every day 

needs. California’s 21
st
 Congressional District is the epicenter of devastation and I, along with 

my Central Valley colleagues, will do everything in my power to ensure a real solution at the 

federal level.”  

 “The House has once again proposed a solution to the debilitating water problem that has 

suppressed economic growth in our communities and cost thousands of people their livelihoods,” 

said Rep. Nunes. “The time for talk is over. The House has acted, and it’s time for the Senate to 

join us in providing critical assistance to the people of California.” 
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“The current California drought is a crisis exacerbated by the failure of government to ensure 

water flows to our communities and farms,” said Rep. McCarthy. “Today, led by my good friend 

Rep. David Valadao, the entire California Republican delegation in the House introduced 

legislation to put families before fish. One more day cannot go by without addressing the 

shortage of a resource so precious to our economy and wellbeing. It is time, as representatives 

for the entire state, that Senator Boxer and Senator Feinstein support drought stricken 

Californians and get behind this legislation.” 

 The introduction of the Sacramento–San Joaquin Valley Emergency Water Delivery Act follows 

numerous initiatives in the House of Representatives to bring relief to drought-stricken farmers 

and communities. Aside from H.R. 1837 – a comprehensive water fix approved by the House in 

2012 – House members recently proposed adding water fixes to the omnibus spending bill and to 

the Farm Bill. All these efforts were derailed due to opposition in the Senate.  
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