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Tne Rifleman

195862 | ABC

Chuck Connors had the 1

role as Lucas MoCain,

peasedbis der wie

carried on this vivic
b

Western, s
set by writers inciud ng $iler

director Sam Peckinpar
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The Rockford Files
1974-80 | NBC

James Garner embodied one o
the most likable private detec-
tives on the small screen
breaking with then-standard
tradition to present a debt-
rididen Pl who made mistakes
but usually solved his cases.
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The Muppet Show

1976-81 | cBS
Simiply the most sensational

-

C22Draional,

> Q0N

and downright Muppetational variety show h

frog ever made. Kermie and Piggy and the
pals were—are—certifiable stars
as their flesh-and-blood celebrity
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THE WEST WING: STEVE SCHAPIRO/NBCU PHOTO BANK: 30 ROCK: ALI GOLDSTEIN/NBC; SEX AND THE CITY: CRAIG BLANKENHORN/HBO

The Antiheroes
Despicable..or dashing? That's
the quandary of these infinitely
dissectible men: Tony Soprano
of The Sopranos (5), Don Draper
of Mad Men (9), and Walter
White of Breaking Bad (18)
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Survivor
2000-present | CBS
Once upon a time, 16 strangers
set off for a remote island to
compete for a million dollars,
and TV would never be the
same. No show has changed
television more over the past
20 years—for better or worse.
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The West Wing
1999-2006 | NBC

Aaron Sorkin and a perfectly
cast group of loquacious char-
acters gave us the best walking
and talking and debating and
flirting and faith-in-government-
restoring TV show of all time.

Soap

1977-81| ABC

Built on an ingenious conceit,
the series parodied daytime
soaps with a mixture of
absurdist humor (Chuck and
his mind-reading ventriloquist’s
dummy, Bob), social commen-
tary (Billy Crystal as Jodie,
one of TV’s first gay charac-
ters), and truly poignant
family drama.
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American Idol
2002-present | FOX

The long-running series has
produced stars like Kelly
Clarkson and Carrie Under-
wood, set the template for
musical-competition shows

lLustRATION BY JOHN CUNEO

inthe U.S, and turned a
cranky, brush-haired Brit
named Simon Cowell into
an unlikely icon.
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NYPD Blue

1993-2005 | ABC

The network-TV landscape was
forever altered after 12 years of
this Emmy-winning cop saga,
which introduced viewers to a
groundbreakingly raw style of
detective drama. (And Dennis
Franz's naked butt.)

thirtysomething
1987-91| ABC

A show about yuppie baby
boomers struggling with
marriages, careers, and friend-
ships could have been
annoying. But in the hands

of Marshall Herskovitz and
Edward Zwick, along with
excellent actors, it was funny,
inventive, and sometimes
devastating (R.LP. Gary).
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30 Rock

2006-13| NBC

Mining her experience at
Saturday Night Live, Tina Fey
played the prickly, winningly
uncool, sandwich-loving head
writer of a sketch-comedy
show who thrived on managing
the egos of her wacko stars
and her maddeningly superior
boss (Alec Baldwin at his
most sublime).

The Shield

2002-08| FX

The journey of Vic Mackey
(Michael Chiklis), a corrupt cop

with his own brand of street
justice, ended with a gut punch
of a series finale—showing
aman who was ultimately
punished for his many crimes,
but not in the way anyone
expected.

Sex and the City
1998-2004 | HBO

The sex was fun, the locations
chic, and the clothes out of
this world, but the greatest
legacy of HBO's pioneering
series about the life and times
of Carrie Bradshaw is how
lovingly it celebrated New
York City and the power of
female friendship.
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