Congress of the United States
Washington, DE 20515

December 16, 2011

Secretary Hilda Solis
Department of Labor

200 Constitution Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20210

Dear Secretary Solis:

We are writing to express our opposition to the Department of Labor’s proposal to make it more
difficult for farmers and ranchers to hire youth to work in agriculture (RIN 1235-AA06). As
written, these regulations would be overly burdensome to agriculture producers and would
punish an industry that has made significant gains in the safety of its younger workers over the
last several decades. The safety of all workers is of utmost importance, but these regulations are
harmful to the way agriculture has been practiced in the United States for generations.

Training the next generation of farmers and ranchers is necessary to ensuring a stable food
supply for our nation. If we do not encourage participation in agriculture from an early age, we
will have fewer and fewer young people staying to work on farms and ranches. This proposal
would also be detrimental to young Americans who want to participate in FFA and 4-H
programs, getting hands-on experience in agriculture.

Additionally, the way in which the regulation is currently written changes the traditional
definition of a family farm. We are seriously concerned that the family farm exemption included
in the regulation will not apply to the many family farms that are partly owned by a grandparent,
aunt, or uncle. Despite the Department’s claim that the rule will not be interpreted to exclude
arrangements in which multiple family members own shares in an agricultural operation, the
wording of the proposal will leave this administration or future administrations the ability to
exclude many family farms from the exemption to this proposal. For tax and estate purposes,
family farms and ranches use a variety of legal structures in order to remain financially viable.
These arrangements do not change the fact that they are a family farm by any reasonable
definition.

We have heard from many of our constituents expressing their opposition to this proposal, and
are seriously concerned with the effect this would have on American agriculture. The
Department of Labor must not hinder the ability of America’s farmers and ranchers to supply
food for our nation and provide jobs during this difficult economic climate.
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Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response.

Sincerely,
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Rep. Tom Graves
Member of Congress

e,

Rep. Tim Griffin
Member of Congress

M.-‘ ;

Rﬁohn Fleming
Memper of Congress

g

}«:ﬁ)ry Gardner

Member of Congress

Rep. Phﬂéingrey/ J/

Member of Congress

/( . ///; wdé

Rep. Trey Go@iy // |

Member of Congress

ep. Sam Graves
Member of Congress

Member of Congress



Coatt Hitthnr

Rep. Brett Guthrie
Member of Congress

e ——

Rep. Richard Hanna
Member of Congress

Rep. Vicky H
Mempber of Congress

Wa Herger
Member of Congress

Rep. Tim Huelskamp

Member of Congress

gy

Rep. Randy Hu{tgren /
Member of Congress (_

Yatph Mo Wl

Rep. Ralph Hall
Member of Congress

Rep. Gregg
Member of Congress

J2_—

Rep.‘6:),c Hastings
Member of Congress

Al

Rep. Tim Holden
Member of Congress

i

Rep. Bill Huizenga
Member of Congress

o ke
Rep &ynn Je

Member of Congress



Rep. Bill Jo nson Rep. Tim J (ﬁson
Member of Congress Member of Congress

L g

M@W

/
Rep. Walter B. Jones Rep. Mike Kell}
Member of Congress Member of Congres
Rep. Ron Kind Rep. Steve K1ng
Member of Congress Member of Congress

(e Fo—

Rep. Adam Kinzinger
Member of Congress Member of Congress

—=ZA
ohn Kline Rep/ }(f{ Land/

mber of Congress ember of Congress

//%274 =z

mes/L/ nkford Rep. Tom Latham
Member of Congress Member of Congress




L

Rep. Robert Latta ep. Dave Loebsack
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Rep. Bi Rep. Frank D. Lucas
Member of Congress Member of Congress

) =
’“ﬁeﬁlainé\lﬁetke@er d

Member of Congress Member of Congress
0( A LD

Rep. Tom McClintock Rep. Mike Mclntyre )

Member of Congress Member of Congress

Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers Rep. Michael Michaud

Member of Congress Member of Congress

. . Y
Rep. Candice Miller Rep. Randy Neugebauer

Member of Congress Member of Congress



Rep. Rich Nugent
Member of Congress

%\M\M’\

Rep. Alan Nunnelee
Member of Congress

R 2l

Rep. Ron Paul
Member of Congress

L "

Rep. Stevan Pea‘rlce
Member of Congress

Cd): cRE—

Rep. Collin C. Peterson
Member of Congress

Clotr_ 12

Rep. Chellie Pingree
Member of Congress

Rep. Devin Nunes
Member of Congress

Rep. Bill Owens
Member of Congress

Rep. Erik Paulsen
Member of Congress

Rep. Mike Pence
Member of Congress

Rep. Tom Petri
Member of Congress

_ Zodd R Pk

Rep. Todd Platts
Member of Congress



‘//%V

Rep. Ted Poe ep M{ke Pompeo
Member of Congress Member of Congress

(e-4)

Wacei Rep. Reid Rib
Me f Congress Member of Congress

Re p/f\/[artha Roby Rep. Phil Roe
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Rep. Hal Rogers Rep. Mike Roger:
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Rep. Todd Rokita Rep. Dennis Ross
Member of Congress Member of Congress

ST faatee

Rep. Mike Ross Rep. Steve Scalise
Member of Congress Member of Congress




%XM T

Rep Jean Schmldt ep~Aaron Scﬁ))ck
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Rep. Kurt Schrader Rep. Austin Scott
Member of Congress Member of Congress
. John SK{ L:s Rep. Bill Shuster
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Rep. Mike Sir’npson Rep. Adrian Smlt

Member of Congress Member of Congress
.

Rep. gteve Stivers Rep. Marlin Stutzman

Member of Congress Member of Congress

7
ep. Glenn Thompson
Member of Congress Member of Congress




o
= o “"z"
W Tipton
ember of Congress

-w
Rep. Tim Walberg
Member of Congress

Rep.4oe Walsh
Member of Congress

. Peter Welch
Member of Congress

Rep. Ed Whitfield
Member of Congress

fohrot e I\

5p. J th(( armuth
ember Of Congress

AT

Rep. Fred Upton
Member of Congress

JARRY/=

Rep. Gru/alden

Member of Congress

et

Repﬁm Walz

Member of Congress i ;

p. Lynn Westmoreland
ember of Congress

gmw)mdg_

Rep. Steve Womack
Member of Congress

v/

Rep. Kevin Yodg¢r
Member of Congress




Rep. Robert Hurt Rep. Kristi Noem
Member of Congress Member of Congress

@»—QC%\\

ep. James Sensenbrenner Rep. Paul Broun
ember of Congress Member of Congress

Rep. C}}{s Gibson Rep. Bob Goodlatte
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Rep. Bill Flores p. Randy F@es
Member of Congress Member of Congress

6 Rep :Z Baldwin

mber of Congress Member of Congress

Member of Congress



