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Since November of 2012 my 
office and I have helped four 
Connecticut veterans and their 
families receive the medals these 
brave men and women earned 
serving America. In November I 
presented Matthew “Mack” 
McDonald of Wethersfield with 
the Army Commendation Medal 
for his brave actions during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom 
(pictured left). 
 
 

Later that month I awarded 
Wethersfield resident and Korean 
War Veteran Herbert Hoover 
Northrop with the National Defense 
Service medal, the Korean Service 
Medal with 1 bronze service star and 
the United Nations Service medal. 
During the ceremony I also awarded 
the family of the late Andrew H. 
Christensen, a World War II veteran, 
with several medals he earned in the 
Army including the Bronze Star. 
 
 

Our brave soldiers currently serving this nation and those who have previously fought for 

our freedom deserve to benefit from the programs and services available to them.  Too 

often I’ve come across veterans and their spouses who are unaware of the programs 

offered by the Department of Veteran Affairs. 

 

For example, the VA provides supplemental income to help veterans, including un-

remarried surviving spouses and un-married children of a deceased veteran, cope with 

financial challenges through the Veterans and Survivors’ pension benefit programs. 

 

The services and healthcare offered by the Department of Veterans Affairs are a small but 

meaningful token of our appreciation for the sacrifices of our brave service members.  I 

urge all veterans and their families to learn what the VA has to offer.  As always, if you 

have any veteran-related questions or concerns please feel free to reach out to my office. 

 

 
 



In April I joined World War II veteran 

and Wethersfield resident Joseph 

Luszczak and his family to present him 

with medals he earned nearly 70 years 

ago (pictured right). For his service, 

Joseph was awarded various military 

medals including the Bronze Star and the 

European-African-Middle Eastern 

Campaign Medal with 2 Bronze Service 

Stars. 
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CONTACT ME 

The Veterans History Project at 

Central Connecticut State University 

plays an important role in honoring 

Connecticut’s veterans. By collecting 

taped interviews, photographs and 

documents from our veterans, the 

Veteran’s History Project ensures 

their stories will never be forgotten. 

For more information call the 

program director at 860-832-2976. 

 

VETERANS UPDATE 

SERVING OUR VETERANS 
 

In my office I am pleased to have Ryan Dion, a veteran and “Wounded Warrior” who assists veterans in the 
first district. Here are a few veteran-related issues my office can help address: 
 

 Obtaining military records, awards and replacement medals. 
 Providing information on how to apply for veterans benefits, including education and healthcare. 
 Acquiring information on claims and appeals from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (VA). 

 

In addition I also maintain an active Veteran and Military Advisory Council who I regularly meet with to gain 
feedback on issues and questions from our veteran community. Feel free to call my office if you have any 
questions or concerns related to veterans or veteran services. 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 

LARSON STANDS WITH VETERANS 

ORGANIZATIONS 
 

This year I met with Veterans from the first district 
following reports that Secretary of Defense Chuck 
Hagel would review the previously approved 
Distinguished Warfare Medal. I strongly agreed with their 
opposition to the original ranking of this medal over others such 
as the Bronze Star and urged Secretary Hagel to promptly make a 
change in the ranking order. I have seen the challenges soldiers 
wounded in combat have dealt with and know that their sacrifice 
deserves our nation’s highest praise. 
 


