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(1)

RECOGNIZING THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE TAIWAN RELATIONS ACT 

THURSDAY, MARCH 19, 2009

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ASIA, THE PACIFIC

AND THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT,
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, DC. 
The subcommittee met, pursuant to notice, at 1:04 p.m., in room 

2172, Rayburn House Office Building, Hon. Eni F.H. Faleomavaega 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. The meeting of the subcommittee will come 
to order. 

Pursuant to notice, I call up House Concurrent Resolution 55. 
Without objection, the amendment in the nature of a substitute be-
fore the members will be considered as base text for purposes of 
amendment, will be considered as read and will be open for amend-
ment at any point. I yield myself 5 minutes to explain this bipar-
tisan legislation. 

[H. Con. Res. 55 and the Amendment in the Nature of a Sub-
stitute follow:]
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IV

111TH CONGRESS
1ST SESSION H. CON. RES. 55

Recognizing the 30th anniversary of the Taiwan Relations Act.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FEBRUARY 23, 2009

Ms. BERKLEY (for herself, Mr. WEXLER, Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Flor-

ida, Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr.

ENGEL, Mr. ROYCE, Mr. SIRES, Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas, Mr.

ARCURI, Mr. MACK, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. HOLDEN,

Mr. HINCHEY, and Mr. GINGREY of Georgia) submitted the following

concurrent resolution; which was referred to the Committee on Foreign

Affairs

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
Recognizing the 30th anniversary of the Taiwan Relations

Act.

Whereas April 10, 2009, will mark the 30th anniversary of

the enactment of the Taiwan Relations Act (Public Law

96–8), codifying in law the basis for continued commer-

cial, cultural, and other relations between the United

States and the Republic of China (Taiwan);

Whereas the Taiwan Relations Act has been instrumental in

maintaining peace, security, and stability in the Taiwan

Strait since its enactment in 1979;

Whereas when the Taiwan Relations Act was enacted, it af-

firmed that the United States decision to establish diplo-
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matic relations with the People’s Republic of China was

based on the expectation that the future of Taiwan would

be determined by peaceful means;

Whereas the Taiwan Relations Act states that it is the policy

of the United States to provide defense articles and de-

fense services in such quantity as may be necessary to

enable Taiwan to maintain a sufficient self-defense capa-

bility;

Whereas the Taiwan Relations Act also states that it is the

policy of the United States to maintain the capacity to

resist any resort to force or other forms of coercion that

would jeopardize the security, or the social or economic

system, of the people of Taiwan;

Whereas the relationship between the United States and Tai-

wan has strengthened with—

(1) Taiwan’s evolution into a free society and a full-

fledged, multi-party democracy;

(2) the development of Taiwan’s robust free-market

economy, with Taiwan becoming the ninth largest trading

partner of the United States in 2007 and imports from

the United States in that year totaling over

$26,000,000,000;

(3) Taiwan’s determined effort and collaboration

with the United States to combat global terrorism, as

demonstrated in part by its participation in the Container

Security Initiative and its generous contribution to the

Pentagon Memorial Fund; and

(4) the leadership role Taiwan has demonstrated in

addressing transnational and global challenges, including

its active engagement in humanitarian relief measures,

public health endeavors, environmental protection initia-

tives, and financial market stabilization efforts; and
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Whereas Taiwan’s democracy has deepened with the second

peaceful transfer of power from one political party to an-

other after the presidential election in March 2008: Now,

therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate1

concurring), That Congress—2

(1) reaffirms its unwavering commitment to the3

Taiwan Relations Act as the cornerstone of United4

States relations with Taiwan;5

(2) reaffirms its support for Taiwan’s demo-6

cratic institutions; and7

(3) supports the strong and deepening relation-8

ship between the United States and Taiwan.9

Æ
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. This legislation recognizes the 30th anniver-
sary of the Taiwan Relations Act, which was enacted in 1979 fol-
lowing the establishment of diplomatic relations between the 
United States and the People’s Republic of China. And I commend 
my colleagues, Ms. Berkley of Nevada, Chairman Berman, and 
Ranking Senior Member Ros-Lehtinen of our full committee for 
their leadership and support of this historic initiative. 

Since 1979, the U.S. policy regarding Taiwan has remained un-
changed. The joint communiqués, together with the Taiwan Rela-
tions Act, are the foundation of our One-China Policy, which im-
plies, as President Reagan once said, ‘‘The Taiwan question is a 
matter for the Chinese people on both sides of the Taiwan Strait 
to resolve.’’

This is why the Taiwan Relations Act declares that its intent is 
‘‘to preserve and promote extensive, close and friendly commercial, 
cultural and other relations between the people of United States 
and the people of Taiwan, as well as the people on mainland 
China.’’ And I believe this should continue to be our primary focus. 

As President Obama said, the United States is guided by prin-
ciples that demand greater cooperation and understanding between 
nations. Hopefully, as we look to pass this legislation, we will do 
so in the spirit inherent in our values and respectful of the people 
on both sides of the Taiwan Strait. I urge my colleagues to support 
this substitute. 

Now I yield back to my good friend, the ranking member, to ex-
plain his views on the proposed legislation. 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Chairman, I support your amendment in the 
nature of a substitute to H. Con. Res. 55. I urge my colleagues to 
support it as well. 

With your permission, is it okay if I yield my time to Mr. Royce, 
who wanted to make a short statement on it? 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Without objection, I gladly yield. 
Mr. ROYCE. I thank the gentleman from Illinois. And thank you, 

Mr. Chairman. 
Taiwan is a beacon of democracy in Asia. We have a strong part-

nership stretching back over half a century. Signed 30 years ago, 
the Taiwan Relations Act laid into law the basis for the continued 
commercial, cultural and defense relationship between the United 
States and Taiwan. As this resolution states, it has been instru-
mental in maintaining peace, security and stability in the Taiwan 
Strait. 

While this resolution highlights many of the positive attributes 
of the United Sates-Taiwan relationship, language detailing our 
important economic relationship was regrettably struck from the 
introduced text. As the original version states, Taiwan is the ninth 
largest trading partner of the United States, with U.S. exports to-
taling $26 billion. Imports from Taiwan are important too. 

The truth is that trade is very important to Taiwanese security; 
security isn’t based on weapons alone. It may be wishful thinking 
with this administration and Congress, but I would like to see 
movement on a free trade agreement with Taiwan. Certainly, if we 
throw up trade barriers, it would do much to destabilize Taiwan’s 
economy. Let’s not give trade short shrift. 

I yield back to the gentleman. 

VerDate 0ct 09 2002 16:20 Apr 27, 2009 Jkt 000000 PO 00000 Frm 00012 Fmt 6633 Sfmt 6633 F:\WORK\APGE\031909M\48141.000 HFA PsN: SHIRL



9

Mr. MANZULLO. I would yield back my time to the chairman. 
Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. I thank the gentleman for his statement. 
Are there any amendments? I am sorry. I think because this is 

on the basis of unanimous consent, that we have both agreed on 
the substance of the proposed legislation, at this point now, with-
out objection, the amendment is considered as read and—I think 
there are no amendments—the question occurs on the amendment 
in the nature of a substitute. 

All in favor, say yes or aye. 
All opposed, say no. 
The ayes carry and the resolution is carried. It will now be re-

ported favorably to the full committee. 
Without objection, the committee markup is now adjourned. 

Thank you. 
[Whereupon, at 1:09 p.m., the subcommittee was adjourned.] 
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