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v New District

Since the founding of our Nation,
Congressional District lines have
been established by the State
legislatures. Knox, Blount, and
Loudon Counties will remain in
the Second District. Because of
the popularity of East Tennes-
see, the district had to decrease
its population, so McMinn and
Monroe Counties and the Sey-
mour and Kodak areas of Sevier
County were removed from the
District. Added to the Second
District were Jefferson, Grainger,
and Claiborne Counties and the
Jellico area of Campbell County.
The Congressional districts in
Tennessee will each now have
a population of approximately
710,000, but of course the Second
District will probably continue its
rapid growth each year.

v U.S. Economy
This Nation could be booming
right now if we would allow it
to do so. Former Communist na-
tions in Asia seem to be allowing
more free enterprise than we are
here. So much of the money that
is taken by government is spent
wastefully or inefficiently. We
need to keep as much money as
possible in private hands so there
will be more funds available to
start or expand businesses and
more for parents to spend on their
children. Unfortunately, even
most of the money spent on pro-
grams for children really end up
with most of it going to govern-

ment employees.

v Unemployment
We have now had about three and
one half years of above eight per-
cent unemployment. This is the
longest stretch of high unemploy-
ment since the Great Depression.
While unemployment is far too
high, many believe our under-
employment is even higher. Sev-
eral million college graduates and
very intelligent non-graduates are
working at jobs far below what
their skills and abilities would
justify. Environmental over-reg-
ulation, other bureaucratic rules
and red tape, and unfair trade laws
have resulted in several million
jobs being done in other countries
that could and should be done here.

v National Taxpayers
The National Taxpayers Union
recently ranked me as the most
fiscally-conservative member of
the 435 in the House. This was
based on all 338 votes in 2011
that involved federal spending.
Of course, many other votes are
on policy questions or issues and
procedural matters. It is always
easier and more popular to say
yes to everyone. But with our
national debt already at almost
$16 trillion, and going up faster
than ever, we need more people
in government who will say no.
Our Social Security and other
pensions and savings will buy
very little a few years from now
if government at all levels does

not become much more fiscally-
conservative.

v Good Goals
I wish our Presidents, now and
in the future, would give their
cabinet officials and agency
heads two main goals: 1) reduce
spending in any and every way
possible so we can begin digging
our way out of this mega-trillion
dollar hole we are in, and 2)
decrease regulations and speed
up approvals so jobs will grow
and salaries will increase. For
example, the Secretary of Energy
should be trying to increase all
types of energy production so
more jobs will be created and
energy costs will go down. This
can be done in many ways other
than through government loans.
Also, we do not need so many
people in the Energy and Interior
Departments who have almost
a police mentality and want to
restrict and curtail production.

v/ Broke Governments
All over the U.S., city and
county governments are going
broke and several are even now
in bankruptcy. Stockton, CA,
Jefferson County, AL, Benton
Harbor, MI, and Central Falls,
RI are a few examples of lo-
cal governments in some form
of bankruptcy or receivership.
Harrisburg, PA was considering
bankruptcy until the State Leg-
islature took temporary action.
Detroit is in terrible financial



condition, finally agreeing to
have its finances overseen by an
outside, appointed board. The
same things are happening all
over the world in Greece, Spain,
Ireland, and other countries all
because elected officials refuse
to say no to excessive spending.
You can never satisfy govern-
ment’s appetite for money or
land. Unfortunately, the spending
seems to continue until pensions
are cut, huge layoffs occur, and
drastic action is the only way to
avoid complete collapse and riots
in the streets.

v Job Creation
Most people, according to many
polls, believe job creation should
be the main goal of the Con-
gress. Tony Blair, the former
British Prime Minister, said in a
speech: ‘The role of government
is to stabilize and then get out of
the way as quickly as possible.
Ultimately, the recovery will be
led not by the government but by
industry, business and the cre-
ativity, ingenuity and enterprise
of people. If the measures you
take in responding to the crisis
diminish their incentives, curb
their entrepreneurship, and make
them feel unsure about the cli-
mate in which they are working,
the recovery becomes uncertain.”

v Devastating Decision
Karen Harned, Executive Direc-
tor of the Small Business Legal
Center, wrote in the Washington
Times that the Supreme Court’s
healthcare decision would be
“devastating” to small business:
“Small businesses are already
burdened with enough taxes, red
tape and unnecessary regulations.
They need the government out of
their lives, not meddling in their
businesses and forcing them to
use their own money to purchase
a particular product. Small Busi-
nesses are resilient, innovative,
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and creative. They have overcome
an enormous amount of govern-
ment interference in their lives
and their businesses, but this blow
may be one too many. Like all
Americans, they now face a new
reality—one our nations’ found-
ers worked so hard to avoid—in
which there are no constitutional
limits to what Congress can tell
each of us to do.”

v Powerful Court
The day before the Supreme Court
upheld President Obama’s health-
care law, Roger Simon, a very lib-
eral columnist, wrote: “Once upon
a time, in a place called America,
there was a government with three
equal branches. That America no
longer exists. One branch now
rules American life. It is the Su-
preme Court, and it consists of nine
people elected by nobody. They
rule for life. Their power is abso-
lute....there is no aspect of Ameri-
can life....over which the justices
have not exerted control.” Other
parts of this column make it clear
that he thought the Court would
overturn the law, and he wanted to
be among the first to criticize the
expected “conservative” decision.

v Unaffordable
Even if the President’s health-
care plan was the best thing since
sliced bread, we simply cannot af-
ford it. Both Medicare and Med-
icaid now cost many times more
than what was estimated when
they were first passed. Already,
the estimate for the President’s
plan is double what it was just
one year ago, and most of it will
not be fully implemented until
2014 and some parts until 2016.
And much of it is “paid for” by
placing millions more onto the
Medicaid rolls. This will cost all
the states a few billion they do not
have. The non-partisan Congres-
sional Quarterly estimated these
additional Medicaid costs at $627
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billion over the next 10 years. In
addition, the Joint Committee on
Taxation in June estimated that
increased taxes over the next

10 years just to cover the plan
would be from $675.3 billion to
$804.6 billion. If these are low
ball, front-end estimates, as is
typical, the healthcare plan will
not work unless medical care is
limited or restricted more and
more each year.

v Strong Words
When this Congress and/or the
next considers whether to repeal
or at least reform the President’s
healthcare law, it should con-
sider these strong words written
last February by Dr. Milton R.
Wolfe, a radiologist and syndi-
cated columnist: “For the first
time in the history of our Repub-
lic, our government has demand-
ed that every American, upon the
condition of breathing, be forced
to enter a legal contract with
government approved corpora-
tions. Not even King George I1I
dared impose such control. In
truth if a government can force
you to patronize companies of its
choosing, the fundamental rela-
tionship between the government
and the individual is irrevocably
changed. If it is allowed to stand
there will be no part of your life
the government cannot control
and no crony it cannot enrich—
with your money.”

v Import Surge
Alan Tonelson, of the U.S. Busi-
ness and Industry Council, wrote
recently in the Washington Times
that the deteriorating world
economy will lead to a surge of
imports and another increase
in the U.S. trade deficit. That
deficit is already far too high.
Pat Buchanan, in his syndicated
column, wrote that in 2011, we
had the largest trade deficit ever
with a single nation, $295.4 bil-
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lion with China. But this year
itis running 12% higher, and
our total U.S. trade deficit is now
back over $600 billion a year.

He said these deficits mean: “A
deepening dependence on for-
eign nations for the necessities of
our national life. A steady ero-
sion of our manufacturing base.
A continued stagnation in the
real wages of the middle class.
And an unending redistribution
of America’s wealth to foreign
lands.” I recently co-sponsored
legislation to give a new tax
break to companies that bring
jobs back to the U.S. and to deny
deductions for moving expenses
for companies shipping jobs to
other countries.

v Highway Bill
The main legislation that I have
been working on this year has
been the Highway Bill in my
role as Chairman of the Subcom-
mittee on Highways and Transit.
The bill passed on June 30™ by
a vote of 373-52. This was a bill
to fund our Nation’s highway
construction and safety programs
as well as our mass transporta-
tion for the next 27 months. The
bill also kept student loan rates
at 3.4%, rather than doubling
to 6.8% as scheduled. The last
Congress had been unable to
pass a highway bill due primar-
ily to cost concerns. However,
this bill was the most conserva-
tive highway bill in many years,
both from a fiscal and policy
standpoint. The bill achieved
savings by consolidating many
programs and through environ-
mental streamlining. Most fed-
eral highway projects, even short
in length, were taking an average
of 15 years from conception to
completion. Almost all the de-
lays were due to environmental
rules and red tape. These projects
now can be done in half the time
or less, saving many billions and
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allowing us to do more with less.

v Big Banks
Many of our financial problems
were caused by the Nation’s big-
gest banks. Yet the Dodd-Frank
law has made it more costly and
more difficult for small banks to
survive, thus helping the big to
get even bigger. James Pethokou-
kis of the American Enterprise In-
stitute and a contributor to CNBC
wrote recently that America does
not need 20 banks with combined
assets equal to nearly 90% of
the U.S. economy, or five mega-
banks with almost 60% of na-
tional output. He wrote: “Break-
ing up the biggest banks would
allow markets to work better, by
cutting down on crony capitalist
rent-seeking by big money from
big government. It would also
reduce the moral hazard created
by Washington’s too big to fail
policy.” We should never again
have a sweetheart, insider too-
big-to-fail policy for any business
or industry.

v School Waivers
I was the only member of the
Tennessee delegation who voted
against the very mis-named No
Child Left Behind law in 2001
This was a very great over-reac-
tion to failed school systems in
several of our Nation’s largest
cities. Now 19 states have been
granted waivers from parts of this
law, and 17 other states have ap-
plications pending. While the law
is not all bad, it is not working
well even in states that are try-
ing to fully comply. Many things
show that money is not the answer
to school problems. The District
of Columbia system spends more
money per pupil than most sys-
tems in the world, even more than
most private schools. Yet almost
everyone is trying to get out. Over
17,000 are now on waiting lists to
get into the City’s charter schools.

v Technology Addiction
A recent Associated Press story
asked “Is texting ruining the art
of interaction?” and said many
experts “fear that more of us are
losing our ability to have... tra-
ditional face to face conversa-
tions...” Some young people
have spent so much of their lives
on computers, i-pods and i-pads,
that they have trouble looking
people in the eye or interacting on
a person-to-person basis. Diane
Ackerman wrote recently in the
International Herald Tribune that
“we may be living in a sensory
overload” and said she sometimes
wonders “if we’ll survive our own
ingenuity.” I sometimes wish my
life had not gone by so fast, but
I also am very glad I grew up in
“Andy of Mayberry” days when
we did not have all the technol-
ogy and TV channels of today
and children spent much more
time outdoors. I think educators
at all levels should occasion-
ally encourage technology-free
days when students would build
things, study outdoors, make-up
stories, and do other things to de-
velop creativity.

v Student Loans
Student Loan debt is now over one
trillion dollars, with 40% owed
by people over 40. Dr. Richard
Vedder, Professor of economics
at Ohio University and Director
of the Center for College Afford-
ability and Productivity, said in
a recent speech: “federal student
financial assistance programs are
costly, inefficient, byzantine, and
fail to serve their desired objec-
tives. In a word, they are dysfunc-
tional, among the worst of many
bad federal programs.” They have
been the primary cause of college
tuition spiraling out of control.
College costs went up at roughly
the rate of inflation until these
loan programs started. Costs
simply explode on anything the
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federal government subsidizes.
These costs have gone up two or
three times the rate of inflation
almost every year since federal
student loans were started. Con-
gress should pass a law to de-
crease loans to schools that con-
tinually raise their tuition above
the inflation rate, but the univer-
sity lobby has been too powerful
to pass such legislation thus far.
I have spoken and written about
this for several years. Janet Bod-
nar, of Kiplinger’s, wrote a few
weeks ago that “the news media
have suddenly discovered the is-
sue”. Hopefully, we may be ap-
proaching a time when action can
be taken and not simply encour-
aging students to take on even
higher debt. If we do not act, then
the words of Carolyn Coda, Vice
President of Swiss Re, one of the
world’s largest insurance compa-
nies, may come true. She said: “I
believe that the student loan bub-
ble will be the next to burst, and
it will affect more people than the
housing crisis.”

v Bad Policy
President Obama, on March 28,
2011, said: “With respect to the
notion that I can just suspend de-
portations (of immigrants brought
here illegally as children) through
executive order, that’s just not the
case, because there are laws on the
books that Congress has passed.”
Then, just about 14 months later,
he did it anyway. Executive Or-
ders, through most of our history,
have been used very sparingly
and usually only for non-contro-
versial, organizational-type mat-
ters. Even those who agree with
what the President did should be
concerned about the way it was
done. What if a future conserva-
tive President put down on Ex-
ecutive Order making some ma-
jor policy change. A significant
change in our immigration laws
should not be done just by one
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man, no matter who is President.

v Open Borders

It is frequently reported that half
the people of the world — three bil-
lion — have to get by on $2.00 or
less a day. While everyone feels
very sorry for those who live in ter-
rible poverty, we cannot just open
our borders and allow several hun-
dred million people to come here
in a very short period of time. Our
entire infrastructure, our schools,
roads, utilities, jails, sewers, etc.
just could not handle such a rap-
id, massive influx of people. No
other country has come even close
to as generous to other nations as
has the U.S. No other country has
allowed nearly as many millions
in as we have, especially since
the Congress passed the Simpson-
Mazzoli Act in 1986. Even though
sympathetic, we must have a le-
gal, orderly system of immigration
and it must be enforced. With the
unemployment, debt, and crime
problems we now have, the Con-
gress should be voting to reduce
immigration for a few years, but
we do not have a majority willing
to do so.

v Defense Spending
I have always felt that national
defense was one of the most im-
portant and most legitimate func-
tions of our national government.
However, even the Defense De-
partment should not be allowed
to waste money. Walter Pincus, a
columnist for the Washington Post,
wrote recently; “Does any other
branch of government get away
with having its programs balloon
the way Pentagon weapons sys-
tems do, with no end in sight?”
This year, the House approved a
$525.8 billion regular budget for
the Defense Department. Then
the fighting in Iraq and Afghani-
stan and even elsewhere has been
in a separate Overseas Contingen-
cy Operations Account which has

been at about $120 billion a year,
now reduced to approximately
$88.5 this year. Then the military
construction budget is separate,
and, often there have been addi-
tional supplemental or emergen-
Cy appropriations.

v Transatlantic Dialogue
I had the opportunity over a Sat-
urday, Sunday and Monday in
late June to participate in the
Transatlantic Dialogue. These
were intensive, lengthy meet-
ings and discussions between
members of our Congress and
members of the various Euro-
pean Parliaments. There was no
free time, but the meetings were
both interesting and informative.
I took part in these same meetings
with mostly different representa-
tives two and a half years ago in
New York City. One meeting was
with the Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee of the European Parliament to
discuss the Middle East. While I
spend the overwhelming majority
of my time working on constitu-
ent problems and national issues,
I also try to learn as much as pos-
sible and speak out to some ex-
tent on important international
matters.

v Government Secrecy
Two Senators, Ron Wyden (OR)
and Mark Udall (CO), recently
wrote asking the National Secu-
rity Agency how many Ameri-
cans have had their communica-
tions monitored or spied upon
since the 2008 expansion of the
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance
Act. The Senators were not ask-
ing for names, but at least for a
“ballpark estimate.” The NSA
refused to give them this infor-
mation, replying in an Orwellian
way that it would “violate the
privacy of the U.S. persons.”
What an arrogant response. Both
Senators are members of the
Senate Intelligence Oversight
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Committee and should have been
entitled to the very limited infor-
mation requested. In many ways,
we no longer have a govern-
ment of, by, and for the people.
Wireless companies reported on
July 9 that they responded to 1.3
million demands for subscriber
information from government
agencies just last year. Requests
of this kind have been increasing
at a rate of 15% for each of the
last five years.

v Needless Wars

Because the overly-drawn-out
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
have resulted in the deaths of and
horrible injuries to so many won-
derful U.S. soldiers and many
thousands of Iraqi and Afghani
children, we can at least hope that
future leaders will not be so eager
to go to war. However, because
world leaders and U.S. Presidents
seem to be at the height of their
power and popularity when lead-
ing a war, we may not see a long
period of peace. Some are clam-
oring for other wars even now.
Professor Thomas DilLorenzo, of
Loyola University, wrote recent-
ly:” Every time the neocons insti-
gate another war, as they are now
trying to do with Iran and Syria,
they declare that “WE’ must do so
to protect ‘OUR’ vital interests.
There is never, ever, any defini-
tion of what those ‘interests’ are.
This is because ‘WE’ the people
have nothing to gain at all from
any of these wars and are simply
forced to pay for them.” Most of
these wars are more about money
and power than any real threat.

v Solar Loans
Most of the so-called subsidies
to oil companies are ordinary ex-
penses that any business, large or
small, can write off on tax returns.
However, the industry that has
been subsidized the most percent-
agewise is solar energy. | am all
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for solar energy if it could make it
on its own without taxpayer loans.
However, so far it has been a big
flop in spite of huge federal loans.
Solyndra, which received $535
million, has gotten a lot of pub-
licity. But that is just the tip of a
very large iceberg. There are many
other solar companies which are in
or near some form of bankruptcy
despite many billions of govern-
ment loans and subsidies. This is
in spite of the fact that the Energy
Department has been very slow to
try to force repayments because it
did not want to admit the failure of
the loan program.

v Drones
On April 23 the Secretary of the
Air Force issued a 30 page paper
about the use of drones in U.S.
skies. The paper said photos
taken may be distributed by the
military to others in government
if the “recipient is reasonably
perceived to have a specific law-
ful governmental function.” The
Washington Examiner, in its lead
editorial on June 20, said “Ameri-
cans deserve a proper check on
this new government power—and
they deserve it now, before hun-
dreds of drones are already cir-
cling our skies and matters truly
get out of hand.” Judge Andrew
Napolitano wrote: “If we remain
silent when our popularly elected
government... steals the freedoms
we elected it to protect, we will
have only ourselves to blame
when Big Brother is everywhere.”
Congress should do everything
possible to protect privacy before
it is all gone.

v Respected Columnist
Georgie Anne Geyer is one of this
Nation’s most senior and most
highly-respected foreign policy
columnists. She wrote recently
that we “are embarked upon mis-
sions mired in the fog of human
nature, with robotic weapons that

may relieve the threat to our hu-
man soldiers but that will cause
many times more hatred toward
America.” She wrote about inac-
curate drones “killing totally inno-
cent people” in several countries
and quoted a Washington Post
article that said “an escalating
campaign of U.S. drone strikes is
stirring increasing sympathy for
al-Quaeda-linked militants and
driving tribesmen to join a network
linked to terrorist plots against the
United States.” Of course, a large
amount of money is being made
off the sale of those drones to the
government.

v Lost Jobs

I recently met with the head of
CSX railroad who told me about
the problems one of its custom-
ers had in gaining approval to
mine phosphate in Florida. It took
seven years to get all the neces-
sary permits, and then the Sierra
Club filed a lawsuit. This delayed
things two more years. In the
meantime, the Company, Mosaic,
partnered with a Peruvian compa-
ny and had the mine approved and
opened in a year and a half. This
cost 200 U.S. jobs. Then to settle
the Sierra Club suit, Mosaic do-
nated $10 million in land to Flori-
da and $2 million more to open it
as a park. This took this land off
the tax rolls, meaning taxes had to
go up on other private land. We
now have so many national, state,
and local parks that we are having
trouble taking care of them all, and
many see very little use. In addi-
tion, environmental extremism 1s
destroying jobs, driving up prices,
and hurting many lower and mid-
dle income people in the process.

v/ Solutions
The solution to most of our prob-
lems is to greatly decrease the
size, power, and especially the
cost of the federal government.
We also need to reform every fed-
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eral program to encourage more
competition and give beneficia-
ries more choices. The history of
almost every federal program has
been to take what was a minor
problem for a few and turn it into
a major problem for everyone.
Also, when government gets too
big, a very small minority can
figure ways to work the system
to become wealthy. This very
seldom happens if government

is kept small, local, and more
under the control and watchful
eye of the people. Without major
reforms, we will be able to pay
only for Medicare, Medicaid, So-
cial security, and interest on the
national debt in 10 or 15 years
absent massive tax increases.

v Disability Shortfall
We now have 13.3 million
people under 65 drawing Social
Security disability payments.
The number of people applying
jumped 123% between 2001 and
2010, and there are now approxi-
mately three million additional
people requesting to be placed
on disability. However, the fund
which had $215.8 billion in 2008
has been operating at growing
mega-billion annual deficits, and
according to the Trustees will be
at zero in 2018. Robert Samuel-
son, a Washington Post colum-
nist who is moderately liberal,
summed it up this way a few
months ago: “Social Security’s
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disability program is a political
quagmire — and a metaphor for
why federal spending and budget
deficits are so difficult to con-
trol. The numbers are too big; the
details too complicated; and the
choices, when faced, too wrench-
ing. President Obama’s new
budget, estimated at $3.5 trillion
or more, will raise all these prob-
lems. Experience suggests that
little will be done to rein in long-
term spending and deficits.”

v Air Marshals
I believe the Air Marshal pro-
gram is one of the most wasteful,
useless ones in the entire federal
government. USA Today reported
that more air marshals have been
arrested than there have been ar-
rests by air marshals. Certainly it
has to be one of the easiest jobs
in the world, just riding airplanes
back and forth, all at what re-
porter Charles C. Mann said “has
had no measurable benefit.” At
my request, the Appropriations
Committee finally cut this billion
dollar program by $86.5 million,
after giving it 10 straight years
of increases. Mr. Mann, in a long
article in Vanity Fair Magazine,
wrote this about our expenditure
of well over one trillion dollars
on homeland security: “To a large
number of security analysts, this
expenditure makes no sense. The
vast cost 1s not worth the infini-
tesimal benefit. Not only has the

actual threat from terror been ex-
aggerated, they say, but the great
bulk of the post 9/11 measures to
contain it are little more than...
security theater.”
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