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The Department of the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies appropriations bill provides $27.5 billion in 
discretionary budget authority.  This is 12 percent below the President’s requested level and 7 percent below the level 
provided for fiscal year 2011.  The total funding for the bill is almost at 2009 levels.  The bill includes $9.9 billion for the 
Department of the Interior, $7.1 billion for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), $4.5 billion for the Department 
of Agriculture (USDA), and $4.6 billion for the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 
 
The spending levels in the bill do not exceed the 302(b) allocations adopted by the Appropriations Committee which are 
consistent with the overall spending level approved by the House in the Budget Resolution (H. Con. Res. 34).    
 
Interior.  The bill funds the Department of the Interior at 7 percent below the fiscal year 2011 enacted levels and 11 
percent below the request.  The levels reflect reductions to Interior’s agencies, including Fish and Wildlife Service (21 
percent below the FY 11 enacted), and the Bureau of Land Management (6 percent below the FY 11 enacted).  The 
committee recommends consolidations and restructuring of programs in Interior including streamlining redundant 
functions in landscape conservation initiatives and wildland fire coordination.  The committee also recommended $61 
million for Land and Water Conservation Fund programs, $238.7 million below the FY 11 enacted levels, reflecting a 
move to provide no funding for new land acquisitions other than for small privately owned parcels of lands within 
federal preserves, known as Federal inholdings.   
 
The bill provides $2.5 billion for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, a 3 percent reduction below FY11 levels and a 1 percent 
increase above the President’s request.  This includes increased funding for contract support, education, school 
construction, health care facilities, and fully funds inflationary costs.   
 
Environmental Protection Agency.  The bill funds EPA at 18 percent below FY 11 enacted levels and 20 percent below 
the President’s request.  The reductions reflect a rollback of stimulus-driven growth, which accounted for over $25 
billion in combined stimulus and appropriations since FY 09.  The bill also prohibits the use of funds for the 
implementation of greenhouse gas regulations. 
 
USDA.  The bill provides funding for the Forest Service at 4 percent below FY 11 levels and 9 percent below the request.   
 
HHS. The bill provides $4.5 billion for the Indian Health Service, which is 9 percent above 2011 levels and 3 percent 
below the request. 
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National Endowment of the Arts (NEA).  The bill provides $135 million to NEA, a 13 percent reduction below FY11 levels 
and 8 percent below the request.  The committee noted the 17 percent increase in NEA’s administrative budget since FY 
08. 
 
Climate Change.  The bill provides $287.6 million for government-wide climate change related activities, a reduction of 
$83.4 million below the FY 11 enacted levels and recommends better coordination of government-wide climate change 

programs and funds to eliminate duplicative and unnecessary spending.  The bill requires a report to Congress on 
Federal climate change expenditures. 
 
Mandatory Spending.  The bill includes $438 million in mandatory budget authority.  This includes funds for U.S. 
territorial assistance, range improvements, and payments in lieu of taxes (PILT).  In PILT, the bill includes a two percent 
deduction of state royalties to help cover Interior’s federal administrative costs.  The bill also includes $81 million in 
savings from changes in mandatory programs.  
 

Department of the Interior, Environment, and Related Agencies Appropriations Bill

(Millions of $Discretionary BA)

2011 Enacted

2012 

Request 2012 Reported

% Change 

Rept vs. 2011

% Change 

Rept vs. Req.

Bureau of Land Management 1,092 1,086 1,025 -6% -6%

U.S. Geological Survey 1,086 1,118 1,054 -3% -6%

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 1,507 1,695 1,193 -21% -30%

National Park Service 2,617 2,892 2,479 -5% -14%

Bureau of Indian Affairs 2,599 2,501 2,529 -3% 1%

Other Interior Department 1,695 1,765 1,575 -7% -11%

Department of the Interior 10,596 11,057 9,855 -7% -11%

Forest Service 4,697 4,934 4,512 -4% -9%

Rural Utilities Service 2 2 2 0% 0%

Department of Agriculture 4,699 4,936 4,514 -9% -4%

State and tribal assistance grants 3,626 3,815 2,470 -32% -35%

Science and technology 815 826 755 -7% -9%

Environmental prorgrams and management 2,762 2,877 2,498 -10% -13%

Hazardous Substance Superfund 1,283 1,231 1,225 -5% 0%

Other EPA 213 224 201 -6% -10%

Environmental Protection Agency 8,699 8,973 7,149 -18% -20%

Indian Health Service 4,078 4,624 4,461 9% -4%

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 77 76 74 -4% -3%

National Institutes of Health 79 81 79 0% -2%

Department of Health and Human Services 4,234 4,781 4,614 9% -3%

National Endowment for the Arts 155 146 135 -13% -8%

National Endowment for the Humanities 155 146 135 -13% -8%

Other Independent Agencies 1,082 1,252 1,061 -2% -15%

Allowances -61 0 2 -103% N/A

TOTAL 29,559 31,291 27,465 -7% -12%  
 
 
 
 
 

This document was prepared by the Republican staff of the Committee on the Budget, U.S. House of Representatives. It 
has not been approved by the full committee and may not reflect the views of individual committee members. 


