Petersburg woman
seeks term limits,
debate with Forbes

Bonnie Girard. says members of
Congress should serve no more than
eight years. -

She also wants a chance to debate
her opponent, incumbeni Congress-
man Randy Forbes (R-4th).

The Petersburg businesswoman
stopped in Blackstone last week as
her campaign malkes its fwal push
for what she mn_QoE_nam.mm would be
2 large upset.

Mrs. Girard, of Petegsburg, s

challenging Forbes (R-Chesapeake).

in the June 12th Republican pri-
mary. The 4th District sprawls from
Forbes’ hometown al} m._m way west
_to Nottoway County.

. Mirs. Girard, who has issued a -
10-point - campaign.- pledge, s start: .
ing to hit Forbes hard on.two issues -

where Forbes is viewed -by-some to
be at his strongest: China and US.
netional security.

She lived and worked in QES.

for two decades and says tough talk

“I will showcase the 4tk Congressional District and be an ambassador for it.” -
‘Bonnie Girard, Republican for Congress,

by Forbes and others in Congress {s-
» laughed at by the shrewd Chinese.

“It's business as usual as far as
the Chinese:are concerned. It's just

a bunch of -words with no.change:
in the way we.do business..I will

propose legislation to stop’ the 1J: 8
Government, from selling our ‘debt to
China: T will stand ip to China and
lead the fight to protect our intellec-
tual property, stop Chinese industri-
al espicnage inthe U.'S., and bring
American jobs back 'to. the United
States.”

She also m:.wmmm that. Forbes ac-
cepted some $268,000 in--campaign

. donations from 19 various PACs,
which she claims have been cited for

“defrauding the American taxpayer”
by the U. S. Defense Department.
Mrs. Girard -also claims that
those businesses were awarded more
than $1 trillion in defense contracts
between’ 2001; when Forbes toak of-
fice, and 2010. “F-will not.take; cam-

paigncontributions from nedwmmmmm_.
 convicted of mﬁmcm by ﬁrm U

ernment.’

She asks if Huomwmm is Eon_abw to

“defend our defenders, or just to de-
fend cur defense contratctors.
Mrs. Girard -also says she's. tired

in downtown Blackstone

of government hand-cuts o vari- -

ous businesses. She says members
of Congress should work dosely
with the. private sector, serving as
liaisons between-local officials and
‘business leaders. “We should be able
to know our district so well, that we
can pick-up the phone and call vari-
ous' heads of industry, and point out
varigus ‘assets and needs of our dif
ferent communities...I will showcase
the 4th Congressional District and
be an ambassader for it.”

Mrs. Girard said - citizens in the
4th don't see enough of their Con-
mﬁnmmam:

"1 will personally be in QRQ.

county and city in our district, avail-
‘able to the people, at least three
‘imes a year, hopefully more.”

Mrs. Girard said Congress is
in session just a few months, and
even with committee meetings, the
amount -of time required in D. C. is
one-half a‘year at most, . .

mmnmwﬁm recently to the Courier-
Record in downtown Blackstone, Ms.

Girard; who campaigned at -the re-

cent Crewe Homecoming celebratiorn,
says-she also plans to atwend the up-
“coming, June 9th Texas Festival at
Kenston Forest School.

plédged 10 stpport term fimits. -
- But/Gor ‘says term limiits arén’t umnmmwmQ

. xight to vote for different representation.”

Gor also tekes exception with suggestions by Mrs. Girard that

the Congressman might be cozy with certain defense contractors.

“As. it should be, Members of Congress have no say in the
awarding .of government conwacts. House Bthics guidelines are
clear about not acting on behall of 2 supporter or treating any con-

-stituent different than another. Randy Farbes i not only vigilant
to steer clear of any impropriety: he avoids even the appearance of

impropriety.”

Gor adds: “Fraud, waste, and abuse in government is an unac-
«<eptable problem. Every dollar of fraud and waste in the Depart-
-ment “of - Defense represents a dollar not defending America and
protecting our troops in harm’s way: That is why Randy Forbes
was -one of the first Members of Congress aggressively demand-
ing accountability of the leadership of the Department of Defense

- to-perform a full and compiete audit of every last taxpayer dollar

" .spent.on'national defense.”
.Gor -also "defends the Congressman when it comes to China.

“After his first official trip to China in 2003, Congressman: Forbes
started .and continues to-Chair The Congressional China Caucus...
~Just;last month, Congressman -Forbes. was a keynote speaker at
7 ‘Harvard University :discussing the growing internationa!, economic,
* ¢ ‘military’ and political influence of China and the appropriate re-
/.- sponse-from the United States.
<. “Most recently, Randy Forbes Eﬁ&cn& House Resolution Em
“tos provideé :a-comprehensive, strategic framework of key objectives
v ctoguide the U. 8. House of Representatives in developing policy

: .sﬁr regard-to the People’s Repubiic of China.

ooumnnmmamb Randy Forbes rmﬂz m.mnm:,& 4 nvitation-to de’
- "bate his: opponent inthe ‘June 12th primary, ‘says Sergio Gar, Com::
"+ munications Ditector:for the Forbes:For Congress campaign: :
- Gorhas dssued & Tesponse £o- several Covirier-Recird - quiestions -
“i7:1 fhat arose from @ Tecent interview with Bonnie Girard, who's chal-.
_i-ilériging Forbes  for z._m W%n_u:nmu nomination (See w&&mm story,
.S page). -
i M. Girard mmua she'd ‘like to mm,umg mﬁwmm B.a m_mo has -

7 “The-strongest form of a term limit,” insists QoH %m nmE.
. - of the American mmomwm to vote. Bvery two years, the chH has the
" opportunity to renew’ E%on for an elected ommnmm or exercise mamm .

- “Faced 'with this challenge, the U. S. government has failed °
1o develop 2 strategic vision to guide an integrated, government- -

wide approach to U.S. China relations. Lacking a forward-thinking

framework, oir“government has been relegated to a position of

- reactionary policy making;

.- /7"Randy Forbes’s resolution moves beyond this rend to identify

-1 “the’key:outstanding issues in our nation's relationship with China,
..~ and resolves to implement hine strategic objectives for legislators to
- -eonsider when creating new foreign, economic and defense policies.”

~+ ., Gor did not respond to-the Courier-Record when it asked him
. .....23 the Forbes nmn%mumu rmm not invited Ms. Giratd to a pre-
: .mgmﬁ\ debate.

-Blackstone native Sam West: of |

‘Chester has been re-elected Chair-

man of the Board of Directors of

Citizens Bancorp.of Virginia, parent
company of Citizens Bank & HE&
Company.-

The mnboﬁnmﬂmmﬁ was’ Emmm last
Thursday by President & CEO Joe
Borgerding at the company’s annu-
" al sharehoider meeting at the main
© branch in dewntown Blackstone,

A retired CPA, West has served
as'a director since 1994. He chairs
the Board's Aadit Committee and is
the board’s designated Financial Bx-
pert. Borgerding also announced that
Cliff Jenkins of Burkeville was re-
elected Vice:Chairman of the Board.

‘Thursday's meeting also included
re-election by shareholders of direc-
tors Borgerding, West and Jenkins,
along with Frank Beale of Chester-
field, ‘Billy Coleburn of Blackstone,

Joe Morrissette of Burkeville, Walt

Newman of Farmville Charlie
Parker of South Hill, Tim Tharpe of

- Farmville, and Jo Anne Scott ém_u_u

of Amelia. .
Founded in 1873, Citizens Bank
& Trust is the second oldest inde-

pendent bank-in Virginia. The Bank

"has 11 offices in the countes of

Amelia, Chesterfield, Mecklenburg,
Nottoway and Prince Edward, along
with onebranch in the-city of Colo-
nial Heights.

All Courier-Record photos ar available for purchase.
Yes, even the ones that didn’t make the paper. Call 282-3018.

STEPS WineFest
W%Q 28, 012

am-6pm

- Special guesis

The 50-voice Master’s
Choir of First Baptist Nor-
folk will lead a special music
service at Victoria Christian
Church this Sunday, -June 3rd
at 3:00 p.m. Joining them will
also be Ryan Thomas (saxo-
phone), and Dave and Donna
Pinchbeck Thomas.

The public is invited to
the church, which. is located
at 2100 Lee Avenue, Victoria.
Call Ear] Pinchbeck at {434}
696-1668 for more info.

FREE Emm_a_nm. and engagement
notices are edited for style and space.
Paid announcements are published as the
bride wishes. Calt 262-NEWS.

_
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Centra Southside Community Hospital is

offering this free breast-feeding class to
exnactant matherc and. theicsunport . 4

We can’t lower your cholesterol....but we can sure raise
your biood pressure...
The Award-Winning Courier-Record

Need an mﬁoﬁﬁ% %@ﬁm
TRAFFIC violation or
CRIMINAL matter?

Former Commonwealth’s Attorney for the City of
Richmond and County of Chesterfield

RICHARD O. GATES

9179 Washington Street, Suite 201, Amelia, VA 23002
Call 804-561-4500 For Free Consultation

www.gateslawva.com
9130ide

-
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