@Congress of the United States
MWashington, D 20515

October 2, 2006
Dear Chairman Lewis, Chairman Regula and Ranking Member Obey:

We are writing to commend you for your long standing support of the federal Health
Centers program, and to request that in conference negotiations on the final Labor, Health
and Human Services and Education appropriations legislation for Fiscal Year 2007, you
adopt the House Committee-passed funding increase of $206 million for this vital
program.

Under your leadership, significant progress has been made toward the President’s goal of
1,200 new or expanded health centers. However, the problem of access to primary and
preventive care remains a pervasive one across the United States. Approximately 36
million Americans are still without access to a primary care physician or a regular source
of care. With $181 million in new funding for expansion in FY07, we can bring high-
quality primary health care services to nearly a million and a half new patients at more
than 300 new or expanded sites, completing the first Health Center expansion initiative
and laying the groundwork for future growth.

Further, we are encouraged that both the House and Senate Appropriations Committees
have designated $25 million in base grant adjustments for existing health centers in
FY2007. Funding these adjustments will allow existing providers to keep pace with
rising costs and rising numbers of uninsured patients in the communities they serve.
Unfortunately, while overall funding for the Health Centers program was increased, last
year virtually all existing health center grantees received a cut in their annual grant
funding as a result of the one percent rescission, restricting their ability to provide care to
the underserved. We strongly urge you to include the full $25 million in base grant
adjustments in any final package to stabilize these important providers in the year ahead.

We are grateful for your leadership on the expansion of the Health Centers program to

date, and for your consideration of this matter when you meet with your Senate
colleagues to finalize funding levels for FY 2007.

M ichat) Pillitic

M1c elyBilirakis, M.C. ichael Capuano: M.q.

Sincerely,

'Henry nilla, M. C Danny Davis,
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