Conpress of the United States
Washington, DE 20515

March 5, 2012

Honorable John McHugh Honorable Ray Mabus Honorable Michael B. Donley
Secretary of the Army Secretary of the Navy Secretary of the Air Force

101 Army Pentagon 1300 Navy Pentagon 1670 Air Force Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310 Washington, DC 20310 Washington, DC 20330

Dear Mr. Secretaries:

We are requesting your support to continue funding efforts to increase the diversity within the
Services, and in particular the Service Academies. Last year, the Military Leadership Diversity
Commission found that the demographic composition of the officer corps is not representative of
America. Increasing diversity of the force, especially within the officer corps, is a goal that we can
all share.

In order to ensure success, diversity leadership should be a core competency for the Services and the
Department of Defense. It is important that recruitment and retention policies and programs ensure
that a wide-range of communities across the United States are captured to provide Services a large
pool of well-qualified, diverse candidates to consider. One step toward ensuring that young diverse
leaders are available for consideration to higher military positions is to ensure that they are well
represented in the initial development of officers. Another is to develop and hold leaders accountable
for instilling diversity within the Armed Forces.

It is important that today’s Armed Forces are a reflection of the diversity of America. Ensuring that
the diversity of our men and women in uniform at all levels of our military forces sends a strong
message to our communities here at home and to those around the world.

We deeply appreciate your support to provide the funds necessary to increase the diversity of our
Armed Forces, and look forward to working with all of you to expand opportunities for all.

Sincerely,
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Member of Congress Member of Congress
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