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1 The words of this section reading, ‘‘except as provided in sections 500 and 501 of this title’’ 
were added by the Law Revision Counsel to relate this section to the apparent exceptions con-
tained in 16 U.S.C. 500 and 501. These provisions are constructed from the Act of May 23, 1908, 
the Act of March 1, 1911, and the Act of March 4, 1913, which follow in this compilation. 

1. DISPOSITION OF RECEIPTS FROM NATIONAL FOREST 
REVENUES 

A. Laws Comprising 16 U.S.C. 499 

[Note: 16 U.S.C. 499 is an uncodified provision of law constructed by the Law Revi-
sion Counsel from the following sources: Act of March 4, 1907; Act of March 4, 
1911; Act of March 4, 1917; and Act of June 7, 1924. Any amendment to 16 U.S.C. 
499 must be made to the various source laws that form the section. These source 
laws follow the explanatory materials.] 

Section 499 of title 16, United States Code, reads as follows: 

§ 499. Disposal of money received by or on account of Forest 
Service; refund of excess and moneys erroneously 
collected; receipts from permits 

All money received by or on account of the Forest Service for 
timber, or from any other source of national-forest revenue, includ-
ing moneys received from sale of products from or for the use of 
lands in national forests created under section 471(b) of this title, 
and moneys received on account of permits for hunting, fishing, or 
camping on lands acquired under authority of sections 513 to 517 
and 521 of this title, shall be covered into the Treasury of the 
United States as a miscellaneous receipt, and except as provided in 
sections 500 and 501 of this title 1, there is appropriated and made 
available, as the Secretary of Agriculture may direct, out of any 
funds in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, so much as may 
be necessary to make refunds to depositors of money heretofore or 
hereafter deposited by them to secure the purchase price on the 
sale of any products or for the use of any land or resources of the 
national forests in excess of amounts found actually due from them 
to the United States and also so much as may be necessary to re-
fund or pay over to the rightful claimants such sums as may be 
found by the Secretary of Agriculture to have been erroneously col-
lected for the use of any lands, or for timber or other resources sold 
from lands located within, but not a part of, the national forests, 
or for alleged illegal acts done upon such lands, which acts are sub-
sequently found to have been proper and legal. 

(Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2907, 34 Stat. 1270; Mar. 4, 1911, ch. 238, 36 Stat. 1253; Mar. 
4, 1917, ch. 179, 39 Stat. 1149; June 7, 1924, ch. 348, § 9, 43 Stat. 655; May 29, 
1928, ch. 901, § 1(97), 45 Stat. 993.) 

The principal source for 16 U.S.C. 499 is the Act of March 4, 
1907 (34 Stat. 1270), which superseded previous provisions relating 
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to the disposal of money received from sale of products or use of 
any land or resources of the forest reserves. 

The Act of March 4, 1911 (36 Stat. 1253), is the source of the 
last portion of the section beginning with the words, ‘‘and also so 
much as may be necessary,’’ etc. That Act provides that so much 
of the former Act ‘‘which provides for refunds by the Secretary of 
Agriculture to depositors of moneys to secure the purchase price of 
timber or the use of lands or resources of the national forests such 
sums as may be found to be in excess of the amounts found actu-
ally due the United States, be, and is hereby, amended hereafter 
to appropriate and to include so much;’’. 

The words of this section reading, ‘‘including moneys received 
from sale of products from or use of lands in national forests cre-
ated under section 471(b) of this title’’ were derived from the fourth 
sentence of section 9 of Act of June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 655), which 
reads as follows: ‘‘All receipts from the sale of products from or for 
the use of lands in such national forests shall be covered into the 
Treasury as miscellaneous receipts, forest reserve fund, and shall 
be disposed of in like manner as the receipts from other national 
forests as provided by existing law.’’. Section 471(b) of this title, re-
ferred to in text, was based on the first and fifth sentences of sec-
tion 9 of the 1924 Act. Section 9 of the 1924 Act was repealed by 
section 704(a) of Public Law 94–579 (90 Stat. 2792), which presum-
ably would have also eliminated the sentence included in this sec-
tion. However, the Law Revision Counsel continues to include the 
sentence since the repealer dealt with the implied authority of the 
President to make withdrawals resulting from the acquiescence of 
Congress, which was contained in the first and fifth sentences of 
section 9 of the 1924 Act. 

The words ‘‘and moneys received on account of permits for 
hunting, fishing, or camping, on lands acquired under authority of 
sections 513 to 517 and 521 of this title,’’ are from a provision of 
Act Mar. 4, 1917 (39 Stat. 1149), which reads, ‘‘Hereafter, all mon-
eys received on account of permits for hunting, fishing, or camping 
on lands acquired under authority of said Act øAct Mar. 1, 1911, 
ch. 186, 36 Stat. 961; commonly referred to as the Weeks Law¿ or 
any amendment or extension thereof, shall be disposed of as is pro-
vided by existing law for the disposition of receipts from national 
forests.’’. 

The only actual amendment referenced is the Act May 29, 1928 
(45 Stat. 993), which was made to the Act of March 4, 1911, and 
struck out a provision which required the Secretary of Agriculture 
to make an annual report to Congress of the amounts refunded 
under this section. 
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1 Cite as follows: The fifth paragraph under the heading ‘‘FOREST SERVICE’’ in the Act of 
March 4, 1907 (34 Stat. 1270). 

Source Laws: 

ACT OF MARCH 4, 1907 

[As Amended Through P.L. 106–393, Enacted October 30, 2000] 

CHAP. 2907.—AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE THIRTIETH, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND 
EIGHT. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, in 
full compensation for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nine-
teen hundred and eight, for the purposes and objects hereinafter 
expressed, namely: 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

* * * * * * * 

FOREST SERVICE. 

* * * * * * * 
Provided further, 1 That all money received after July first, 

nineteen hundred and seven, by or on account of the forest service 
for timber, or from any other source of forest reservation revenue, 
shall be covered into the Treasury of the United States as a mis-
cellaneous receipt and there is hereby appropriated and made 
available as the Secretary of Agriculture may direct out of any 
funds in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, so much as may 
be necessary to make refunds to depositors of money heretofore or 
hereafter deposited by them to secure the purchase price on the 
sale of any products or for the use of any land or resources of the 
national forests in excess of amounts found actually due from them 
to the United States: 

* * * * * * * 
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1 Cite as follows: The penultimate paragraph under the heading ‘‘GENERAL EXPENSES, FOREST 
SERVICE’’ under the heading ‘‘FOREST SERVICE’’ in the Act of March 4, 1911 (36 Stat. 1253). 

ACT OF MARCH 4, 1911 

[As Amended Through P.L. 106–393, Enacted October 30, 2000] 

CHAP. 238.—AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE THIRTIETH, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND 
TWELVE. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, in 
full compensation for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nine-
teen hundred and twelve, for the purposes and objects hereinafter 
expressed, namely: 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

* * * * * * * 

FOREST SERVICE. 

* * * * * * * 
Provided further, 1 That so much of an Act entitled ‘‘An Act 

making appropriations for the Department of Agriculture for the 
fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and eight,’’ ap-
proved March fourth, nineteen hundred and seven (Thirty-fourth 
Statutes at Large, pages twelve hundred and fifty-six and twelve 
hundred and seventy), which provides for refunds by the Secretary 
of Agriculture to depositors of moneys to secure the purchase price 
of timber or the use of lands or resources of the national forests 
such sums as may be found to be in excess of the amounts found 
actually due the United States, be, and is hereby, amended here-
after to appropriate and to include so much as may be necessary 
to refund or pay over to the rightful claimants such sums as may 
be found by the Secretary of Agriculture to have been erroneously 
collected for the use of any lands, or for timber or other resources 
sold from lands located within, but not a part of, the national for-
ests, or for alleged illegal acts done upon such lands, which acts are 
subsequently found to have been proper and legal; 

* * * * * * * 
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1 Cite as follows: The paragraph following the paragraph relating to the Wyoming National 
Forest under the heading ‘‘GENERAL EXPENSES, FOREST SERVICE’’ under the heading ‘‘FOREST 
SERVICE’’ in the Act of March 4, 1917 (39 Stat. 1149). 

2 The Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 961; commonly referred to as the Weeks Law. See this 
compilation). 

ACT OF MARCH 4, 1917 

[As Amended Through P.L. 106–393, Enacted October 30, 2000] 

CHAP. 179.—AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE THIRTIETH, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND 
EIGHTEEN. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, in 
full compensation for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nine-
teen hundred and eighteen, for the purposes and objects herein-
after expressed, namely: 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

* * * * * * * 

FOREST SERVICE. 

* * * * * * * 
1Additional national forests created or to be created under sec-

tion eleven of the Act of March first, nineteen hundred and eleven 
(Thirty-sixth Statutes at Large, page nine hundred and sixty- 
three) 2, and lands under contract for purchase or for the acquisi-
tion of which condemnation proceedings have been instituted for 
the purposes of said Act, $66,100: Provided, That hereafter, all 
moneys received on account of permits for hunting, fishing, or 
camping, on lands acquired under authority of said Act, or any 
amendment or extension thereof, shall be disposed of as is provided 
by existing law for the disposition of receipts from national forests; 

* * * * * * * 
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1 Cite as follows: The fourth sentence in section 9 of the Act of June 7, 1924 (43 Stat. 655; 
commonly known as the Clarke-McNary Act). The term ‘‘such national forests’’ in the provision 
refers to the forests established under section 9 of the 1924 Act (16 U.S.C. 471). Such section 
9 was repealed by section 704(a) of Public Law 94–579 (90 Stat. 2792), but the Law Revision 
Counsel contines to include the fourth sentence in 16 U.S.C. 499. 

SECTION 9 OF ACT OF JUNE 7, 1924 

[As Amended Through P.L. 106–393, Enacted October 30, 2000] 

CHAP. 348.—AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE PROTECTION OF FOREST LANDS, FOR THE 
REFORESTATION OF DENUDED AREAS, FOR THE EXTENSION OF NATIONAL FORESTS, 
AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES, IN ORDER TO PROMOTE THE CONTINUOUS PRODUCTION 
OF TIMBER ON LANDS CHIEFLY SUITABLE THEREFORE 

* * * * * * * 
1All receipts from the sale of products from or for the use of 

lands in such national forests shall be covered into the Treasury 
as miscellaneous receipts, forest reserve fund, and shall be dis-
posed of in like manner as the receipts from other national forests 
as provided by existing law. 

* * * * * * * 
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1 Payments are also made to units of local governments in which units of the National Park 
System or the National Forest System are located under the authority of chapter 69 of title 31, 
United States Code (commonly known as the Payments in Lieu of Taxes Act). 

B. Laws Comprising 16 U.S.C. 500 

[Note: 16 U.S.C. 500 is an uncodified provision of law constructed by the Law Revi-
sion Counsel from the Act of May 23, 1908 (35 Stat. 260), and section 13 of the 
Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 963; commonly known as the Weeks Law). The Act 
of 1908 applies to national forests in the western United States that were ac-
quired as part of the public domain. Section 13 of the Weeks Law applies to those 
national forests in the eastern United States acquired under the Weeks Law. Any 
amendment to 16 U.S.C. 500 must be made to the source laws that form the sec-
tion. The source laws follow the explanatory materials.] 

Section 500 of title 16, United States Code, reads as follows: 

§ 500. Payment and evaluation of receipts to State or Terri-
tory for schools and roads; moneys received; pro-
jections of revenues and estimated payments 1 

On and after May 23, 1908, 25 percent of all moneys received 
during any fiscal year from each national forest shall be paid, at 
the end of such year, by the Secretary of the Treasury to the State 
or Territory in which such national forest is situated, to be ex-
pended as the State or Territorial legislature may prescribe for the 
benefit of the public schools and public roads of the county or coun-
ties in which such national forest is situated: Provided, That when 
any national forest is in more than one State or Territory or county 
the distributive share to each from the proceeds of such forest shall 
be proportional to its area therein. In sales of logs, ties, poles, 
posts, cordwood, pulpwood, and other forest products the amounts 
made available for schools and roads by this section shall be based 
upon the stumpage value of the timber. Beginning October 1, 1976, 
the term ‘‘moneys received’’ shall include all collections under the 
Act of June 9, 1930, and all amounts earned or allowed any pur-
chaser of national forest timber and other forest products within 
such State as purchaser credits, for the construction of roads on the 
National Forest Transportation System within such national for-
ests or parts thereof in connection with any Forest Service timber 
sales contract. The Secretary of Agriculture shall, from time to 
time as he goes through his process of developing the budget rev-
enue estimates, make available to the States his current projec-
tions of revenues and payments estimated to be made under the 
Act of May 23, 1908, as amended, or any other special Acts making 
payments in lieu of taxes, for their use for local budget planning 
purposes. 

(May 23, 1908. ch. 192, 35 Stat. 260; Mar. 1, 1911, ch. 186, Sec. 13, 36 Stat. 963; 
June 30, 1914, ch. 131, 38 Stat. 441; Sept. 21, 1944, ch. 412, title II, Sec. 212, 58 
Stat. 737; Apr. 24, 1950, ch. 97, Sec. 17(b), 64 Stat. 87; Oct. 22, 1976, Pub. L. 94– 
588, Sec. 16, 90 Stat. 2961. 
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1 Cite as follows: The sixth paragraph under the heading ‘‘FOREST SERVICE’’ in the Act of 
May 23, 1908 (35 Stat. 260). 

2 The Act of June 9, 1930 is commonly known as the Knutson-Vandenberg Act. See this com-
pilation. 

Source Laws: 

ACT OF MAY 23, 1908 

[As Amended Through P.L. 110–343, Enacted October 3, 2008] 

CHAP. 192.—AN ACT MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRI-
CULTURE FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE THIRTIETH, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND 
NINE. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, That the following 
sums be, and they are hereby, appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appropriated, in 
full compensation for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nine-
teen hundred and nine, for the purposes and objects hereinafter ex-
pressed, namely: 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 

* * * * * * * 

FOREST SERVICE. 

* * * * * * * 
That 1 hereafter an amount equal to the annual average of 25 

percent of all amounts received for the applicable fiscal year and 
each of the preceding 6 fiscal years from each national forest shall 
be paid at the end thereof by the Secretary of the Treasury to the 
State or Territory in which said reserve is situated, to be expended 
as the State or Territorial legislature may prescribe for the benefit 
of the public schools and public roads of the county or counties in 
which the forest reserve is situated: Provided, That when any for-
est reserve is in more than one State or Territory or county the dis-
tributive share to each from the proceeds of said reserve shall be 
proportional to its area therein. In sales of logs, ties, poles, posts, 
cordwood, pulpwood, and other forest products the amounts made 
available for schools and roads by this Act shall be based upon the 
stumpage value of the timber. Beginning October 1, 1976, the term 
‘‘moneys received’’ shall include all collections under the Act of 
June 9, 1930 2, and all amounts earned or allowed any purchaser 
of national forest timber and other forest products within such 
State as purchaser credits, for the construction of roads on the Na-
tional Forest Transportation System within such national forests or 
parts thereof in connection with any Forest Service timber sales 
contract. The Secretary of Agriculture shall, from time to time as 
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1 The sixth paragraph under the heading ‘‘ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS, FOREST SERVICE’’ in 
title II of the Department of the Interior and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1993 (Public 
Law 102–381; 106 Stat. 1400; 16 U.S.C. 500 note) provides as follows: ‘‘All funds received for 
timber salvage sales may be credited to the Forest Service Permanent Appropriations to be ex-
pended for timber salvage sales from any national forest, and for timber sales preparation to 
replace sales lost to fire or other causes, and sales preparation to replace sales inventory on 
the shelf for any national forest to a level sufficient to maintain new sales availability equal 
to a rolling five-year average of the total sales offerings, and for design, engineering, and super-
vision of construction of roads lost to fire or other causes associated with the timber sales pro-
gram described above: Provided, That notwithstanding any other provision of law, moneys re-
ceived from the timber salvage sales program in fiscal year 1993 and subsequent fiscal years 
shall be considered as money received for purposes of computing and distributing 25 per centum 
payments to local governments under 16 U.S.C. 500, as amended.’’ 

he goes through his process of developing the budget revenue esti-
mates, make available to the States his current projections of reve-
nues and payments estimated to be made under the Act of May 23, 
1908, as amended, or any other special Acts making payments in 
lieu of taxes, for their use for local budget planning purposes. 1 

* * * * * * * 
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1 Cite as follows: Section 13 of the Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 963; commonly known as 
the Weeks Act). 

2 The Act of June 9, 1930, is commonly known as the Knutson-Vandenberg Act.. 

SECTION 13 OF ACT OF MARCH 1, 1911 (WEEKS LAW) 

SEC. 13. 1 That twenty-five per centum of all moneys received 
during any fiscal year from each national forest into which the 
lands acquired under this Act may from time to time be divided 
shall be paid, at the end of such year, by the Secretary of the 
Treasury to the State in which such national forest is situated, to 
be expended as the state legislature may prescribe for the benefit 
of the public schools and public roads of the county or counties in 
which such national forest is situated: Provided, That when any 
national forest is in more than one State or county the distributive 
share to each from the proceeds of such forest shall be proportional 
to its area therein. Beginning October 1, 1976, the term ‘‘moneys 
received’’ shall include all collections under the Act of June 9, 
1930 2, and all amounts earned or allowed any purchaser of na-
tional forest timber and other forest products within such State as 
purchaser credits, for the construction of roads on the National 
Forest Transportation System within such national forests or parts 
thereof in connection with any Forest Service timber sales contract. 
The Secretary of Agriculture shall, from time to time as he goes 
through his process of developing the budget revenue estimates, 
make available to the States his current projections of revenues 
and payments estimated to be made under the Act of May 23, 
1908, as amended, or any other special Acts making payments in 
lieu of taxes for their use for local budget planning purposes. 

* * * * * * * 
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1 The Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 also included titles 
V (Mineral Revenue Payments Clarification) and VI (Community Forest Restoration), which are 
not included in this compilation. 

C. Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination 
Act of 2000 

[Public Law 106–393; October 30, 2000] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 112–141, Enacted July 6, 2012] 

SEC. 1. ø16 U.S.C. 7101 note¿ SHORT TITLE. 1 
This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Secure Rural Schools and Com-

munity Self-Determination Act of 2000’’. 
SEC. 2. ø16 U.S.C. 7101¿ PURPOSES. 

The purposes of this Act are— 
(1) to stabilize and transition payments to counties to pro-

vide funding for schools and roads that supplements other 
available funds; 

(2) to make additional investments in, and create addi-
tional employment opportunities through, projects that— 

(A)(i) improve the maintenance of existing infrastruc-
ture; 

(ii) implement stewardship objectives that enhance 
forest ecosystems; and 

(iii) restore and improve land health and water qual-
ity; 

(B) enjoy broad-based support; and 
(C) have objectives that may include— 

(i) road, trail, and infrastructure maintenance or 
obliteration; 

(ii) soil productivity improvement; 
(iii) improvements in forest ecosystem health; 
(iv) watershed restoration and maintenance; 
(v) the restoration, maintenance, and improve-

ment of wildlife and fish habitat; 
(vi) the control of noxious and exotic weeds; and 
(vii) the reestablishment of native species; and 

(3) to improve cooperative relationships among— 
(A) the people that use and care for Federal land; and 
(B) the agencies that manage the Federal land. 

SEC. 3. ø16 U.S.C. 7102¿ DEFINITIONS. 
In this Act: 

(1) ADJUSTED SHARE.—The term ‘‘adjusted share’’ means 
the number equal to the quotient obtained by dividing— 

(A) the number equal to the quotient obtained by di-
viding— 

(i) the base share for the eligible county; by 

July 31, 2012 



1–16 Sec. 3 SECURE RURAL SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES 

(ii) the income adjustment for the eligible county; 
by 
(B) the number equal to the sum of the quotients ob-

tained under subparagraph (A) and paragraph (8)(A) for 
all eligible counties. 
(2) BASE SHARE.—The term ‘‘base share’’ means the num-

ber equal to the average of— 
(A) the quotient obtained by dividing— 

(i) the number of acres of Federal land described 
in paragraph (7)(A) in each eligible county; by 

(ii) the total number acres of Federal land in all 
eligible counties in all eligible States; and 
(B) the quotient obtained by dividing— 

(i) the amount equal to the average of the 3 high-
est 25-percent payments and safety net payments 
made to each eligible State for each eligible county 
during the eligibility period; by 

(ii) the amount equal to the sum of the amounts 
calculated under clause (i) and paragraph (9)(B)(i) for 
all eligible counties in all eligible States during the eli-
gibility period. 

(3) COUNTY PAYMENT.—The term ‘‘county payment’’ means 
the payment for an eligible county calculated under section 
101(b). 

(4) ELIGIBLE COUNTY.—The term ‘‘eligible county’’ means 
any county that— 

(A) contains Federal land (as defined in paragraph 
(7)); and 

(B) elects to receive a share of the State payment or 
the county payment under section 102(b). 
(5) ELIGIBILITY PERIOD.—The term ‘‘eligibility period’’ 

means fiscal year 1986 through fiscal year 1999. 
(6) ELIGIBLE STATE.—The term ‘‘eligible State’’ means a 

State or territory of the United States that received a 25-per-
cent payment for 1 or more fiscal years of the eligibility period. 

(7) FEDERAL LAND.—The term ‘‘Federal land’’ means— 
(A) land within the National Forest System, as defined 

in section 11(a) of the Forest and Rangeland Renewable 
Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1609(a)) exclu-
sive of the National Grasslands and land utilization 
projects designated as National Grasslands administered 
pursuant to the Act of July 22, 1937 (7 U.S.C. 1010–1012); 
and 

(B) such portions of the revested Oregon and Cali-
fornia Railroad and reconveyed Coos Bay Wagon Road 
grant land as are or may hereafter come under the juris-
diction of the Department of the Interior, which have here-
tofore or may hereafter be classified as timberlands, and 
power-site land valuable for timber, that shall be man-
aged, except as provided in the former section 3 of the Act 
of August 28, 1937 (50 Stat. 875; 43 U.S.C. 1181c), for per-
manent forest production. 
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1–17 Sec. 3 SECURE RURAL SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES 

(8) 50-PERCENT ADJUSTED SHARE.—The term ‘‘50-percent 
adjusted share’’ means the number equal to the quotient ob-
tained by dividing— 

(A) the number equal to the quotient obtained by di-
viding— 

(i) the 50-percent base share for the eligible coun-
ty; by 

(ii) the income adjustment for the eligible county; 
by 
(B) the number equal to the sum of the quotients ob-

tained under subparagraph (A) and paragraph (1)(A) for 
all eligible counties. 
(9) 50-PERCENT BASE SHARE.—The term ‘‘50-percent base 

share’’ means the number equal to the average of— 
(A) the quotient obtained by dividing— 

(i) the number of acres of Federal land described 
in paragraph (7)(B) in each eligible county; by 

(ii) the total number acres of Federal land in all 
eligible counties in all eligible States; and 
(B) the quotient obtained by dividing— 

(i) the amount equal to the average of the 3 high-
est 50-percent payments made to each eligible county 
during the eligibility period; by 

(ii) the amount equal to the sum of the amounts 
calculated under clause (i) and paragraph (2)(B)(i) for 
all eligible counties in all eligible States during the eli-
gibility period. 

(10) 50-PERCENT PAYMENT.—The term ‘‘50-percent pay-
ment’’ means the payment that is the sum of the 50-percent 
share otherwise paid to a county pursuant to title II of the Act 
of August 28, 1937 (chapter 876; 50 Stat. 875; 43 U.S.C. 1181f), 
and the payment made to a county pursuant to the Act of May 
24, 1939 (chapter 144; 53 Stat. 753; 43 U.S.C. 1181f–1 et seq.). 

(11) FULL FUNDING AMOUNT.—The term ‘‘full funding 
amount’’ means— 

(A) $500,000,000 for fiscal year 2008; 
(B) for each of fiscal years 2009 through 2011, the 

amount that is equal to 90 percent of the full funding 
amount for the preceding fiscal year; and 

(C) for fiscal year 2012 and each fiscal year thereafter, 
the amount that is equal to 95 percent of the full funding 
amount for the preceding fiscal year. 
(12) INCOME ADJUSTMENT.—The term ‘‘income adjustment’’ 

means the square of the quotient obtained by dividing— 
(A) the per capita personal income for each eligible 

county; by 
(B) the median per capita personal income of all eligi-

ble counties. 
(13) PER CAPITA PERSONAL INCOME.—The term ‘‘per capita 

personal income’’ means the most recent per capita personal 
income data, as determined by the Bureau of Economic Anal-
ysis. 

(14) SAFETY NET PAYMENTS.—The term ‘‘safety net pay-
ments’’ means the special payment amounts paid to States and 
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1 Section 751 of the Agriculture, Rural Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Re-
lated Agencies Appropriations Act, 2002 (Public Law 107–76; 115 Stat. 739) provides as follows: 

SEC. 751. (a) TEMPORARY USE OF EXISTING PAYMENTS TO STATES TABLE.—Notwithstanding 
section 101(a)(1) of the Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 
(Public Law 106–393; 16 U.S.C. 500 note), for the purpose of making the fiscal year 2001 pay-
ments under section 102 of such Act to eligible States and eligible counties, the full payment 
amount for each eligible State and eligible county shall be deemed to be equal to the full pay-
ment amount calculated for that eligible State or eligible county in the Forest Service document 
entitled ‘‘P.L. 106–393, Secure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act’’ and dated 
July 31, 2001, subject to the adjustment required by section 101(b) of such Act. 

(b) REVISION OF TABLE.—For the purpose of making payments under section 102 of such Act 
to eligible States and eligible counties for fiscal years 2002 through 2006, as required by section 
101(a)(1) of such Act, the Secretary of Agriculture shall revise the table referred to in subsection 
(a) to accurately reflect, to the maximum extent practicable, each eligible State’s and eligible 
county’s historic share of the 25-percent payments and safety net payments made for the fiscal 
years of the eligibility period. 

(c) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than March 1, 2002, the Secretary of Agriculture 
shall submit to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Agriculture of the House of Representatives a report containing the revisions made 
to the table referred to in subsection (a), as required by subsection (b). 

(d) ADDITIONAL ELIGIBLE COUNTY ELECTION.—Notwithstanding section 102(b)(2) of such Act, 
if the revision pursuant to subsection (b) of the table referred to in subsection (a) results in a 
reduced full payment amount for an eligible county that elected under section 102(b) of such 
Act to receive the full payment amount, the eligible county shall have a 90-day period, beginning 
on the date the revised table is first available to the public, during which to reconsider and 
change its election. The eligible county shall notify the Secretary of Agriculture of any change 
in its election before the end of such period. If an eligible county elects under this subsection 
to receive the 25-percent payment in place of the full payment amount, the election shall be 
effective for 1 year. 

(e) TREATMENT OF CERTAIN MINERAL LEASING RECEIPTS.—(1) An eligible county that elects 
under section 102(b) of such Act to receive its share of an eligible State’s full payment amount 
shall continue to receive its share of any payments made to that State from a lease for mineral 

counties required by section 13982 or 13983 of the Omnibus 
Budget Reconciliation Act of 1993 (Public Law 103–66; 16 
U.S.C. 500 note; 43 U.S.C. 1181f note). 

(15) SECRETARY CONCERNED.—The term ‘‘Secretary con-
cerned’’ means— 

(A) the Secretary of Agriculture or the designee of the 
Secretary of Agriculture with respect to the Federal land 
described in paragraph (7)(A); and 

(B) the Secretary of the Interior or the designee of the 
Secretary of the Interior with respect to the Federal land 
described in paragraph (7)(B). 
(16) STATE PAYMENT.—The term ‘‘State payment’’ means 

the payment for an eligible State calculated under section 
101(a). 

(17) 25-PERCENT PAYMENT.—The term ‘‘25-percent pay-
ment’’ means the payment to States required by the sixth para-
graph under the heading of ‘‘FOREST SERVICE’’ in the Act of 
May 23, 1908 (35 Stat. 260; 16 U.S.C. 500), and section 13 of 
the Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 963; 16 U.S.C. 500). 

TITLE I—SECURE PAYMENTS FOR 
STATES AND COUNTIES CONTAINING 
FEDERAL LAND 1 

SEC. 101. ø16 U.S.C. 7111¿ SECURE PAYMENTS FOR STATES CON-
TAINING FEDERAL LAND. 

(a) STATE PAYMENT.—For each of fiscal years 2008 through 
2012, the Secretary of Agriculture shall calculate for each eligible 
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resources issued by the Secretary of the Interior under the last paragraph under the heading 
‘‘FOREST SERVICE.’’ in the Act of March 4, 1917 (Chapter 179; 16 U.S.C. 520). 

(2) Section 6(b) of the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired Lands (30 U.S.C. 355(b)) is amended 
by inserting after the first sentence the following new sentence: ‘‘The preceding sentence shall 
also apply to any payment to a State derived from a lease for mineral resources issued by the 
Secretary of the Interior under the last paragraph under the heading ‘FOREST SERVICE.’ in the 
Act of March 4, 1917 (Chapter 179; 16 U.S.C. 520).’’. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms ‘‘eligible State’’, ‘‘eligible county’’, ‘‘eligibility pe-
riod’’, ‘‘full payment amount’’, ‘‘25-percent payment’’, and ‘‘safety net payments’’ have the mean-
ings given such terms in section 3 of such Act, and the term ‘‘such Act’’ means the Secure Rural 
Schools and Community Self-Determination Act of 2000 (Public Law 106–393; 16 U.S.C. 500 
note). 

State an amount equal to the sum of the products obtained by mul-
tiplying— 

(1) the adjusted share for each eligible county within the 
eligible State; by 

(2) the full funding amount for the fiscal year. 
(b) COUNTY PAYMENT.—For each of fiscal years 2008 through 

2012, the Secretary of the Interior shall calculate for each eligible 
county that received a 50-percent payment during the eligibility pe-
riod an amount equal to the product obtained by multiplying— 

(1) the 50-percent adjusted share for the eligible county; by 
(2) the full funding amount for the fiscal year. 

SEC. 102. ø16 U.S.C. 7112¿ PAYMENTS TO STATES AND COUNTIES. 
(a) PAYMENT AMOUNTS.—Except as provided in section 103, the 

Secretary of the Treasury shall pay to— 
(1) a State or territory of the United States an amount 

equal to the sum of the amounts elected under subsection (b) 
by each county within the State or territory for— 

(A) if the county is eligible for the 25-percent payment, 
the share of the 25-percent payment; or 

(B) the share of the State payment of the eligible coun-
ty; and 
(2) a county an amount equal to the amount elected under 

subsection (b) by each county for— 
(A) if the county is eligible for the 50-percent payment, 

the 50-percent payment; or 
(B) the county payment for the eligible county. 

(b) ELECTION TO RECEIVE PAYMENT AMOUNT.— 
(1) ELECTION; SUBMISSION OF RESULTS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The election to receive a share of the 
State payment, the county payment, a share of the State 
payment and the county payment, a share of the 25-per-
cent payment, the 50-percent payment, or a share of the 
25-percent payment and the 50-percent payment, as appli-
cable, shall be made at the discretion of each affected 
county by August 1, 2012 (or as soon thereafter as the Sec-
retary concerned determines is practicable), and August 1 
of each second fiscal year thereafter, in accordance with 
paragraph (2), and transmitted to the Secretary concerned 
by the Governor of each eligible State. 

(B) FAILURE TO TRANSMIT.—If an election for an af-
fected county is not transmitted to the Secretary concerned 
by the date specified under subparagraph (A), the affected 
county shall be considered to have elected to receive a 
share of the State payment, the county payment, or a 
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share of the State payment and the county payment, as 
applicable. 
(2) DURATION OF ELECTION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—A county election to receive a share 
of the 25-percent payment or 50-percent payment, as ap-
plicable, shall be effective for 2 fiscal years. 

(B) FULL FUNDING AMOUNT.—If a county elects to re-
ceive a share of the State payment or the county payment 
in 2012, the election shall be effective for all subsequent 
fiscal years through fiscal year 2012. 
(3) SOURCE OF PAYMENT AMOUNTS.—The payment to an eli-

gible State or eligible county under this section for a fiscal year 
shall be derived from— 

(A) any amounts that are appropriated to carry out 
this Act; 

(B) any revenues, fees, penalties, or miscellaneous re-
ceipts, exclusive of deposits to any relevant trust fund, spe-
cial account, or permanent operating funds, received by 
the Federal Government from activities by the Bureau of 
Land Management or the Forest Service on the applicable 
Federal land; and 

(C) to the extent of any shortfall, out of any amounts 
in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise appro-
priated. 

(c) DISTRIBUTION AND EXPENDITURE OF PAYMENTS.— 
(1) DISTRIBUTION METHOD.—A State that receives a pay-

ment under subsection (a) for Federal land described in section 
3(7)(A) shall distribute the appropriate payment amount 
among the appropriate counties in the State in accordance 
with— 

(A) the Act of May 23, 1908 (16 U.S.C. 500); and 
(B) section 13 of the Act of March 1, 1911 (36 Stat. 

963; 16 U.S.C. 500). 
(2) EXPENDITURE PURPOSES.—Subject to subsection (d), 

payments received by a State under subsection (a) and distrib-
uted to counties in accordance with paragraph (1) shall be ex-
pended as required by the laws referred to in paragraph (1). 
(d) EXPENDITURE RULES FOR ELIGIBLE COUNTIES.— 

(1) ALLOCATIONS.— 
(A) USE OF PORTION IN SAME MANNER AS 25-PERCENT 

PAYMENT OR 50-PERCENT PAYMENT, AS APPLICABLE.—Except 
as provided in subparagraph (D), if an eligible county 
elects to receive its share of the State payment or the 
county payment, not less than 80 percent, but not more 
than 85 percent, of the funds shall be expended in the 
same manner in which the 25-percent payments or 50-per-
cent payment, as applicable, are required to be expended. 

(B) ELECTION AS TO USE OF BALANCE.—Except as pro-
vided in subparagraph (C), an eligible county shall elect to 
do 1 or more of the following with the balance of any funds 
not expended pursuant to subparagraph (A): 

(i) Reserve any portion of the balance for projects 
in accordance with title II. 
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(ii) Reserve not more than 7 percent of the total 
share for the eligible county of the State payment or 
the county payment for projects in accordance with 
title III. 

(iii) Return the portion of the balance not reserved 
under clauses (i) and (ii) to the Treasury of the United 
States. 
(C) COUNTIES WITH MODEST DISTRIBUTIONS.—In the 

case of each eligible county to which more than $100,000, 
but less than $350,000, is distributed for any fiscal year 
pursuant to either or both of paragraphs (1)(B) and (2)(B) 
of subsection (a), the eligible county, with respect to the 
balance of any funds not expended pursuant to subpara-
graph (A) for that fiscal year, shall— 

(i) reserve any portion of the balance for— 
(I) carrying out projects under title II; 
(II) carrying out projects under title III; or 
(III) a combination of the purposes described 

in subclauses (I) and (II); or 
(ii) return the portion of the balance not reserved 

under clause (i) to the Treasury of the United States. 
(D) COUNTIES WITH MINOR DISTRIBUTIONS.—In the case 

of each eligible county to which less than $100,000 is dis-
tributed for any fiscal year pursuant to either or both of 
paragraphs (1)(B) and (2)(B) of subsection (a), the eligible 
county may elect to expend all the funds in the same man-
ner in which the 25-percent payments or 50-percent pay-
ments, as applicable, are required to be expended. 
(2) DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Funds reserved by an eligible county 
under subparagraph (B)(i) or (C)(i) of paragraph (1) for 
carrying out projects under title II shall be deposited in a 
special account in the Treasury of the United States. 

(B) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts deposited under subpara-
graph (A) shall— 

(i) be available for expenditure by the Secretary 
concerned, without further appropriation; and 

(ii) remain available until expended in accordance 
with title II. 

(3) ELECTION.— 
(A) NOTIFICATION.—The Governor of each eligible 

State shall notify the Secretary concerned of an election by 
an eligible county under this subsection not later than 
September 30, 2012, and each September 30 thereafter for 
each succeeding fiscal year. 

(B) FAILURE TO ELECT.—If the Governor of an eligible 
State fails to notify the Secretary concerned of the election 
for an eligible county by the date specified in subpara-
graph (A)— 

(i) the eligible county shall be considered to have 
elected to expend 80 percent of the funds in accord-
ance with paragraph (1)(A); and 

(ii) the remainder shall be available to the Sec-
retary concerned to carry out projects in the eligible 

July 31, 2012 



1–22 Sec. 103 SECURE RURAL SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITIES 

county to further the purpose described in section 
202(b). 

(e) TIME FOR PAYMENT.—The payments required under this 
section for a fiscal year shall be made as soon as practicable after 
the end of that fiscal year. 
SEC. 103. ø16 U.S.C. 7113¿ TRANSITION PAYMENTS TO STATES. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) ADJUSTED AMOUNT.—The term ‘‘adjusted amount’’ 

means, with respect to a covered State— 
(A) for fiscal year 2008, 90 percent of— 

(i) the sum of the amounts paid for fiscal year 
2006 under section 102(a)(2) (as in effect on Sep-
tember 29, 2006) for the eligible counties in the cov-
ered State that have elected under section 102(b) to 
receive a share of the State payment for fiscal year 
2008; and 

(ii) the sum of the amounts paid for fiscal year 
2006 under section 103(a)(2) (as in effect on Sep-
tember 29, 2006) for the eligible counties in the State 
of Oregon that have elected under section 102(b) to re-
ceive the county payment for fiscal year 2008; 
(B) for fiscal year 2009, 81 percent of— 

(i) the sum of the amounts paid for fiscal year 
2006 under section 102(a)(2) (as in effect on Sep-
tember 29, 2006) for the eligible counties in the cov-
ered State that have elected under section 102(b) to 
receive a share of the State payment for fiscal year 
2009; and 

(ii) the sum of the amounts paid for fiscal year 
2006 under section 103(a)(2) (as in effect on Sep-
tember 29, 2006) for the eligible counties in the State 
of Oregon that have elected under section 102(b) to re-
ceive the county payment for fiscal year 2009; and 
(C) for fiscal year 2010, 73 percent of— 

(i) the sum of the amounts paid for fiscal year 
2006 under section 102(a)(2) (as in effect on Sep-
tember 29, 2006) for the eligible counties in the cov-
ered State that have elected under section 102(b) to 
receive a share of the State payment for fiscal year 
2010; and 

(ii) the sum of the amounts paid for fiscal year 
2006 under section 103(a)(2) (as in effect on Sep-
tember 29, 2006) for the eligible counties in the State 
of Oregon that have elected under section 102(b) to re-
ceive the county payment for fiscal year 2010. 

(2) COVERED STATE.—The term ‘‘covered State’’ means each 
of the States of California, Louisiana, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
South Carolina, South Dakota, Texas, and Washington. 
(b) TRANSITION PAYMENTS.—For each of fiscal years 2008 

through 2010, in lieu of the payment amounts that otherwise would 
have been made under paragraphs (1)(B) and (2)(B) of section 
102(a), the Secretary of the Treasury shall pay the adjusted 
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amount to each covered State and the eligible counties within the 
covered State, as applicable. 

(c) DISTRIBUTION OF ADJUSTED AMOUNT.—Except as provided 
in subsection (d), it is the intent of Congress that the method of 
distributing the payments under subsection (b) among the counties 
in the covered States for each of fiscal years 2008 through 2010 be 
in the same proportion that the payments were distributed to the 
eligible counties in fiscal year 2006. 

(d) DISTRIBUTION OF PAYMENTS IN CALIFORNIA.—The following 
payments shall be distributed among the eligible counties in the 
State of California in the same proportion that payments under 
section 102(a)(2) (as in effect on September 29, 2006) were distrib-
uted to the eligible counties for fiscal year 2006: 

(1) Payments to the State of California under subsection 
(b). 

(2) The shares of the eligible counties of the State payment 
for California under section 102 for each of fiscal years 2011 
and 2012. 
(e) TREATMENT OF PAYMENTS.—For purposes of this Act, any 

payment made under subsection (b) shall be considered to be a pay-
ment made under section 102(a). 

TITLE II—SPECIAL PROJECTS ON 
FEDERAL LAND 

SEC. 201. ø16 U.S.C. 7121¿ DEFINITIONS. 
In this title: 

(1) PARTICIPATING COUNTY.—The term ‘‘participating coun-
ty’’ means an eligible county that elects under section 102(d) 
to expend a portion of the Federal funds received under section 
102 in accordance with this title. 

(2) PROJECT FUNDS.—The term ‘‘project funds’’ means all 
funds an eligible county elects under section 102(d) to reserve 
for expenditure in accordance with this title. 

(3) RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEE.—The term ‘‘resource 
advisory committee’’ means— 

(A) an advisory committee established by the Sec-
retary concerned under section 205; or 

(B) an advisory committee determined by the Sec-
retary concerned to meet the requirements of section 205. 
(4) RESOURCE MANAGEMENT PLAN.—The term ‘‘resource 

management plan’’ means— 
(A) a land use plan prepared by the Bureau of Land 

Management for units of the Federal land described in sec-
tion 3(7)(B) pursuant to section 202 of the Federal Land 
Policy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1712); or 

(B) a land and resource management plan prepared by 
the Forest Service for units of the National Forest System 
pursuant to section 6 of the Forest and Rangeland Renew-
able Resources Planning Act of 1974 (16 U.S.C. 1604). 
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SEC. 202. ø16 U.S.C. 7122¿ GENERAL LIMITATION ON USE OF PROJECT 
FUNDS. 

(a) LIMITATION.—Project funds shall be expended solely on 
projects that meet the requirements of this title. 

(b) AUTHORIZED USES.—Project funds may be used by the Sec-
retary concerned for the purpose of entering into and implementing 
cooperative agreements with willing Federal agencies, State and 
local governments, private and nonprofit entities, and landowners 
for protection, restoration, and enhancement of fish and wildlife 
habitat, and other resource objectives consistent with the purposes 
of this Act on Federal land and on non-Federal land where projects 
would benefit the resources on Federal land. 

(c) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—A resource advisory committee 
may, in accordance with section 203, propose to use not more than 
10 percent of the project funds of an eligible county for any fiscal 
year for administrative expenses associated with operating the re-
source advisory committee under this title. 
SEC. 203. ø16 U.S.C. 7123¿ SUBMISSION OF PROJECT PROPOSALS. 

(a) SUBMISSION OF PROJECT PROPOSALS TO SECRETARY CON-
CERNED.— 

(1) PROJECTS FUNDED USING PROJECT FUNDS.—Not later 
than September 30 for fiscal year 2008 (or as soon thereafter 
as the Secretary concerned determines is practicable), and each 
September 30 thereafter for each succeeding fiscal year 
through fiscal year 2012, each resource advisory committee 
shall submit to the Secretary concerned a description of any 
projects that the resource advisory committee proposes the Sec-
retary undertake using any project funds reserved by eligible 
counties in the area in which the resource advisory committee 
has geographic jurisdiction. 

(2) PROJECTS FUNDED USING OTHER FUNDS.—A resource ad-
visory committee may submit to the Secretary concerned a de-
scription of any projects that the committee proposes the Sec-
retary undertake using funds from State or local governments, 
or from the private sector, other than project funds and funds 
appropriated and otherwise available to do similar work. 

(3) JOINT PROJECTS.—Participating counties or other per-
sons may propose to pool project funds or other funds, de-
scribed in paragraph (2), and jointly propose a project or group 
of projects to a resource advisory committee established under 
section 205. 
(b) REQUIRED DESCRIPTION OF PROJECTS.—In submitting pro-

posed projects to the Secretary concerned under subsection (a), a 
resource advisory committee shall include in the description of each 
proposed project the following information: 

(1) The purpose of the project and a description of how the 
project will meet the purposes of this title. 

(2) The anticipated duration of the project. 
(3) The anticipated cost of the project. 
(4) The proposed source of funding for the project, whether 

project funds or other funds. 
(5)(A) Expected outcomes, including how the project will 

meet or exceed desired ecological conditions, maintenance ob-
jectives, or stewardship objectives. 
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(B) An estimate of the amount of any timber, forage, and 
other commodities and other economic activity, including jobs 
generated, if any, anticipated as part of the project. 

(6) A detailed monitoring plan, including funding needs 
and sources, that— 

(A) tracks and identifies the positive or negative im-
pacts of the project, implementation, and provides for vali-
dation monitoring; and 

(B) includes an assessment of the following: 
(i) Whether or not the project met or exceeded de-

sired ecological conditions; created local employment 
or training opportunities, including summer youth jobs 
programs such as the Youth Conservation Corps 
where appropriate. 

(ii) Whether the project improved the use of, or 
added value to, any products removed from land con-
sistent with the purposes of this title. 

(7) An assessment that the project is to be in the public 
interest. 
(c) AUTHORIZED PROJECTS.—Projects proposed under subsection 

(a) shall be consistent with section 2. 
SEC. 204. ø16 U.S.C. 7124¿ EVALUATION AND APPROVAL OF PROJECTS 

BY SECRETARY CONCERNED. 
(a) CONDITIONS FOR APPROVAL OF PROPOSED PROJECT.—The 

Secretary concerned may make a decision to approve a project sub-
mitted by a resource advisory committee under section 203 only if 
the proposed project satisfies each of the following conditions: 

(1) The project complies with all applicable Federal laws 
(including regulations). 

(2) The project is consistent with the applicable resource 
management plan and with any watershed or subsequent plan 
developed pursuant to the resource management plan and ap-
proved by the Secretary concerned. 

(3) The project has been approved by the resource advisory 
committee in accordance with section 205, including the proce-
dures issued under subsection (e) of that section. 

(4) A project description has been submitted by the re-
source advisory committee to the Secretary concerned in ac-
cordance with section 203. 

(5) The project will improve the maintenance of existing 
infrastructure, implement stewardship objectives that enhance 
forest ecosystems, and restore and improve land health and 
water quality. 
(b) ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEWS.— 

(1) REQUEST FOR PAYMENT BY COUNTY.—The Secretary con-
cerned may request the resource advisory committee submit-
ting a proposed project to agree to the use of project funds to 
pay for any environmental review, consultation, or compliance 
with applicable environmental laws required in connection 
with the project. 

(2) CONDUCT OF ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.—If a payment is 
requested under paragraph (1) and the resource advisory com-
mittee agrees to the expenditure of funds for this purpose, the 
Secretary concerned shall conduct environmental review, con-
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sultation, or other compliance responsibilities in accordance 
with Federal laws (including regulations). 

(3) EFFECT OF REFUSAL TO PAY.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—If a resource advisory committee 

does not agree to the expenditure of funds under para-
graph (1), the project shall be deemed withdrawn from fur-
ther consideration by the Secretary concerned pursuant to 
this title. 

(B) EFFECT OF WITHDRAWAL.—A withdrawal under 
subparagraph (A) shall be deemed to be a rejection of the 
project for purposes of section 207(c). 

(c) DECISIONS OF SECRETARY CONCERNED.— 
(1) REJECTION OF PROJECTS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—A decision by the Secretary con-
cerned to reject a proposed project shall be at the sole dis-
cretion of the Secretary concerned. 

(B) NO ADMINISTRATIVE APPEAL OR JUDICIAL REVIEW.— 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a decision by 
the Secretary concerned to reject a proposed project shall 
not be subject to administrative appeal or judicial review. 

(C) NOTICE OF REJECTION.—Not later than 30 days 
after the date on which the Secretary concerned makes the 
rejection decision, the Secretary concerned shall notify in 
writing the resource advisory committee that submitted 
the proposed project of the rejection and the reasons for re-
jection. 
(2) NOTICE OF PROJECT APPROVAL.—The Secretary con-

cerned shall publish in the Federal Register notice of each 
project approved under subsection (a) if the notice would be re-
quired had the project originated with the Secretary. 
(d) SOURCE AND CONDUCT OF PROJECT.—Once the Secretary 

concerned accepts a project for review under section 203, the ac-
ceptance shall be deemed a Federal action for all purposes. 

(e) IMPLEMENTATION OF APPROVED PROJECTS.— 
(1) COOPERATION.—Notwithstanding chapter 63 of title 31, 

United States Code, using project funds the Secretary con-
cerned may enter into contracts, grants, and cooperative agree-
ments with States and local governments, private and non-
profit entities, and landowners and other persons to assist the 
Secretary in carrying out an approved project. 

(2) BEST VALUE CONTRACTING.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—For any project involving a contract 

authorized by paragraph (1) the Secretary concerned may 
elect a source for performance of the contract on a best 
value basis. 

(B) FACTORS.—The Secretary concerned shall deter-
mine best value based on such factors as— 

(i) the technical demands and complexity of the 
work to be done; 

(ii)(I) the ecological objectives of the project; and 
(II) the sensitivity of the resources being treated; 
(iii) the past experience by the contractor with the 

type of work being done, using the type of equipment 
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proposed for the project, and meeting or exceeding de-
sired ecological conditions; and 

(iv) the commitment of the contractor to hiring 
highly qualified workers and local residents. 

(3) MERCHANTABLE TIMBER CONTRACTING PILOT PRO-
GRAM.— 

(A) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary concerned shall 
establish a pilot program to implement a certain percent-
age of approved projects involving the sale of merchantable 
timber using separate contracts for— 

(i) the harvesting or collection of merchantable 
timber; and 

(ii) the sale of the timber. 
(B) ANNUAL PERCENTAGES.—Under the pilot program, 

the Secretary concerned shall ensure that, on a nationwide 
basis, not less than the following percentage of all ap-
proved projects involving the sale of merchantable timber 
are implemented using separate contracts: 

(i) For fiscal year 2008, 35 percent. 
(ii) For fiscal year 2009, 45 percent. 
(iii) For each of fiscal years 2010 through 2012, 50 

percent. 
(C) INCLUSION IN PILOT PROGRAM.—The decision 

whether to use separate contracts to implement a project 
involving the sale of merchantable timber shall be made 
by the Secretary concerned after the approval of the 
project under this title. 

(D) ASSISTANCE.— 
(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned may 

use funds from any appropriated account available to 
the Secretary for the Federal land to assist in the ad-
ministration of projects conducted under the pilot pro-
gram. 

(ii) MAXIMUM AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—The total 
amount obligated under this subparagraph may not 
exceed $1,000,000 for any fiscal year during which the 
pilot program is in effect. 
(E) REVIEW AND REPORT.— 

(i) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than September 30, 
2010, the Comptroller General shall submit to the 
Committees on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry 
and Energy and Natural Resources of the Senate and 
the Committees on Agriculture and Natural Resources 
of the House of Representatives a report assessing the 
pilot program. 

(ii) ANNUAL REPORT.—The Secretary concerned 
shall submit to the Committees on Agriculture, Nutri-
tion, and Forestry and Energy and Natural Resources 
of the Senate and the Committees on Agriculture and 
Natural Resources of the House of Representatives an 
annual report describing the results of the pilot pro-
gram. 
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(f) REQUIREMENTS FOR PROJECT FUNDS.—The Secretary shall 
ensure that at least 50 percent of all project funds be used for 
projects that are primarily dedicated— 

(1) to road maintenance, decommissioning, or obliteration; 
or 

(2) to restoration of streams and watersheds. 
SEC. 205. ø16 U.S.C. 7125¿ RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEES. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND PURPOSE OF RESOURCE ADVISORY 
COMMITTEES.— 

(1) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary concerned shall estab-
lish and maintain resource advisory committees to perform the 
duties in subsection (b), except as provided in paragraph (4). 

(2) PURPOSE.—The purpose of a resource advisory com-
mittee shall be— 

(A) to improve collaborative relationships; and 
(B) to provide advice and recommendations to the land 

management agencies consistent with the purposes of this 
title. 
(3) ACCESS TO RESOURCE ADVISORY COMMITTEES.—To en-

sure that each unit of Federal land has access to a resource ad-
visory committee, and that there is sufficient interest in par-
ticipation on a committee to ensure that membership can be 
balanced in terms of the points of view represented and the 
functions to be performed, the Secretary concerned may, estab-
lish resource advisory committees for part of, or 1 or more, 
units of Federal land. 

(4) EXISTING ADVISORY COMMITTEES.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—An advisory committee that meets 

the requirements of this section, a resource advisory com-
mittee established before September 29, 2011, or an advi-
sory committee determined by the Secretary concerned be-
fore September 29, 2011, to meet the requirements of this 
section may be deemed by the Secretary concerned to be 
a resource advisory committee for the purposes of this 
title. 

(B) CHARTER.—A charter for a committee described in 
subparagraph (A) that was filed on or before September 
29, 2011, shall be considered to be filed for purposes of this 
Act. 

(C) BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMIT-
TEES.—The Secretary of the Interior may deem a resource 
advisory committee meeting the requirements of subpart 
1784 of part 1780 of title 43, Code of Federal Regulations, 
as a resource advisory committee for the purposes of this 
title. 

(b) DUTIES.—A resource advisory committee shall— 
(1) review projects proposed under this title by partici-

pating counties and other persons; 
(2) propose projects and funding to the Secretary con-

cerned under section 203; 
(3) provide early and continuous coordination with appro-

priate land management agency officials in recommending 
projects consistent with purposes of this Act under this title; 
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(4) provide frequent opportunities for citizens, organiza-
tions, tribes, land management agencies, and other interested 
parties to participate openly and meaningfully, beginning at 
the early stages of the project development process under this 
title; 

(5)(A) monitor projects that have been approved under sec-
tion 204; and 

(B) advise the designated Federal official on the progress 
of the monitoring efforts under subparagraph (A); and 

(6) make recommendations to the Secretary concerned for 
any appropriate changes or adjustments to the projects being 
monitored by the resource advisory committee. 
(c) APPOINTMENT BY THE SECRETARY.— 

(1) APPOINTMENT AND TERM.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary concerned, shall ap-

point the members of resource advisory committees for a 
term of 4 years beginning on the date of appointment. 

(B) REAPPOINTMENT.—The Secretary concerned may 
reappoint members to subsequent 4-year terms. 
(2) BASIC REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary concerned shall 

ensure that each resource advisory committee established 
meets the requirements of subsection (d). 

(3) INITIAL APPOINTMENT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary concerned 
shall make initial appointments to the resource advisory com-
mittees. 

(4) VACANCIES.—The Secretary concerned shall make ap-
pointments to fill vacancies on any resource advisory com-
mittee as soon as practicable after the vacancy has occurred. 

(5) COMPENSATION.—Members of the resource advisory 
committees shall not receive any compensation. 
(d) COMPOSITION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE.— 

(1) NUMBER.—Each resource advisory committee shall be 
comprised of 15 members. 

(2) COMMUNITY INTERESTS REPRESENTED.—Committee 
members shall be representative of the interests of the fol-
lowing 3 categories: 

(A) 5 persons that— 
(i) represent organized labor or non-timber forest 

product harvester groups; 
(ii) represent developed outdoor recreation, off 

highway vehicle users, or commercial recreation activi-
ties; 

(iii) represent— 
(I) energy and mineral development interests; 

or 
(II) commercial or recreational fishing inter-

ests; 
(iv) represent the commercial timber industry; or 
(v) hold Federal grazing or other land use permits, 

or represent nonindustrial private forest land owners, 
within the area for which the committee is organized. 
(B) 5 persons that represent— 
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(i) nationally recognized environmental organiza-
tions; 

(ii) regionally or locally recognized environmental 
organizations; 

(iii) dispersed recreational activities; 
(iv) archaeological and historical interests; or 
(v) nationally or regionally recognized wild horse 

and burro interest groups, wildlife or hunting organi-
zations, or watershed associations. 
(C) 5 persons that— 

(i) hold State elected office (or a designee); 
(ii) hold county or local elected office; 
(iii) represent American Indian tribes within or 

adjacent to the area for which the committee is orga-
nized; 

(iv) are school officials or teachers; or 
(v) represent the affected public at large. 

(3) BALANCED REPRESENTATION.—In appointing committee 
members from the 3 categories in paragraph (2), the Secretary 
concerned shall provide for balanced and broad representation 
from within each category. 

(4) GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION.—The members of a re-
source advisory committee shall reside within the State in 
which the committee has jurisdiction and, to extent prac-
ticable, the Secretary concerned shall ensure local representa-
tion in each category in paragraph (2). 

(5) CHAIRPERSON.—A majority on each resource advisory 
committee shall select the chairperson of the committee. 
(e) APPROVAL PROCEDURES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (3), each resource 
advisory committee shall establish procedures for proposing 
projects to the Secretary concerned under this title. 

(2) QUORUM.—A quorum must be present to constitute an 
official meeting of the committee. 

(3) APPROVAL BY MAJORITY OF MEMBERS.—A project may be 
proposed by a resource advisory committee to the Secretary 
concerned under section 203(a), if the project has been ap-
proved by a majority of members of the committee from each 
of the 3 categories in subsection (d)(2). 
(f) OTHER COMMITTEE AUTHORITIES AND REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) STAFF ASSISTANCE.—A resource advisory committee 
may submit to the Secretary concerned a request for periodic 
staff assistance from Federal employees under the jurisdiction 
of the Secretary. 

(2) MEETINGS.—All meetings of a resource advisory com-
mittee shall be announced at least 1 week in advance in a local 
newspaper of record and shall be open to the public. 

(3) RECORDS.—A resource advisory committee shall main-
tain records of the meetings of the committee and make the 
records available for public inspection. 

SEC. 206. ø16 U.S.C. 7126¿ USE OF PROJECT FUNDS. 
(a) AGREEMENT REGARDING SCHEDULE AND COST OF 

PROJECT.— 
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(1) AGREEMENT BETWEEN PARTIES.—The Secretary con-
cerned may carry out a project submitted by a resource advi-
sory committee under section 203(a) using project funds or 
other funds described in section 203(a)(2), if, as soon as prac-
ticable after the issuance of a decision document for the project 
and the exhaustion of all administrative appeals and judicial 
review of the project decision, the Secretary concerned and the 
resource advisory committee enter into an agreement address-
ing, at a minimum, the following: 

(A) The schedule for completing the project. 
(B) The total cost of the project, including the level of 

agency overhead to be assessed against the project. 
(C) For a multiyear project, the estimated cost of the 

project for each of the fiscal years in which it will be car-
ried out. 

(D) The remedies for failure of the Secretary concerned 
to comply with the terms of the agreement consistent with 
current Federal law. 
(2) LIMITED USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS.—The Secretary con-

cerned may decide, at the sole discretion of the Secretary con-
cerned, to cover the costs of a portion of an approved project 
using Federal funds appropriated or otherwise available to the 
Secretary for the same purposes as the project. 
(b) TRANSFER OF PROJECT FUNDS.— 

(1) INITIAL TRANSFER REQUIRED.—As soon as practicable 
after the agreement is reached under subsection (a) with re-
gard to a project to be funded in whole or in part using project 
funds, or other funds described in section 203(a)(2), the Sec-
retary concerned shall transfer to the applicable unit of Na-
tional Forest System land or Bureau of Land Management Dis-
trict an amount of project funds equal to— 

(A) in the case of a project to be completed in a single 
fiscal year, the total amount specified in the agreement to 
be paid using project funds, or other funds described in 
section 203(a)(2); or 

(B) in the case of a multiyear project, the amount 
specified in the agreement to be paid using project funds, 
or other funds described in section 203(a)(2) for the first 
fiscal year. 
(2) CONDITION ON PROJECT COMMENCEMENT.—The unit of 

National Forest System land or Bureau of Land Management 
District concerned, shall not commence a project until the 
project funds, or other funds described in section 203(a)(2) re-
quired to be transferred under paragraph (1) for the project, 
have been made available by the Secretary concerned. 

(3) SUBSEQUENT TRANSFERS FOR MULTIYEAR PROJECTS.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—For the second and subsequent fiscal 

years of a multiyear project to be funded in whole or in 
part using project funds, the unit of National Forest Sys-
tem land or Bureau of Land Management District con-
cerned shall use the amount of project funds required to 
continue the project in that fiscal year according to the 
agreement entered into under subsection (a). 
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(B) SUSPENSION OF WORK.—The Secretary concerned 
shall suspend work on the project if the project funds re-
quired by the agreement in the second and subsequent fis-
cal years are not available. 

SEC. 207. ø16 U.S.C. 7127¿ AVAILABILITY OF PROJECT FUNDS. 
(a) SUBMISSION OF PROPOSED PROJECTS TO OBLIGATE FUNDS.— 

By September 30, 2008 (or as soon thereafter as the Secretary con-
cerned determines is practicable), and each September 30 there-
after for each succeeding fiscal year through fiscal year 2012, a re-
source advisory committee shall submit to the Secretary concerned 
pursuant to section 203(a)(1) a sufficient number of project pro-
posals that, if approved, would result in the obligation of at least 
the full amount of the project funds reserved by the participating 
county in the preceding fiscal year. 

(b) USE OR TRANSFER OF UNOBLIGATED FUNDS.—Subject to sec-
tion 208, if a resource advisory committee fails to comply with sub-
section (a) for a fiscal year, any project funds reserved by the par-
ticipating county in the preceding fiscal year and remaining unobli-
gated shall be available for use as part of the project submissions 
in the next fiscal year. 

(c) EFFECT OF REJECTION OF PROJECTS.—Subject to section 
208, any project funds reserved by a participating county in the 
preceding fiscal year that are unobligated at the end of a fiscal 
year because the Secretary concerned has rejected one or more pro-
posed projects shall be available for use as part of the project sub-
missions in the next fiscal year. 

(d) EFFECT OF COURT ORDERS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—If an approved project under this Act is 

enjoined or prohibited by a Federal court, the Secretary con-
cerned shall return the unobligated project funds related to the 
project to the participating county or counties that reserved the 
funds. 

(2) EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS.—The returned funds shall be 
available for the county to expend in the same manner as the 
funds reserved by the county under subparagraph (B) or (C)(i) 
of section 102(d)(1). 

SEC. 208. ø16 U.S.C. 7128¿ TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The authority to initiate projects under this 

title shall terminate on September 30, 2012. 
(b) DEPOSITS IN TREASURY.—Any project funds not obligated by 

September 30, 2013, shall be deposited in the Treasury of the 
United States. 

TITLE III—COUNTY FUNDS 

SEC. 301. ø16 U.S.C. 7141¿ DEFINITIONS. 
In this title: 

(1) COUNTY FUNDS.—The term ‘‘county funds’’ means all 
funds an eligible county elects under section 102(d) to reserve 
for expenditure in accordance with this title. 

(2) PARTICIPATING COUNTY.—The term ‘‘participating coun-
ty’’ means an eligible county that elects under section 102(d) 
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to expend a portion of the Federal funds received under section 
102 in accordance with this title. 

SEC. 302. ø16 U.S.C. 7142¿ USE. 
(a) AUTHORIZED USES.—A participating county, including any 

applicable agencies of the participating county, shall use county 
funds, in accordance with this title, only— 

(1) to carry out activities under the Firewise Communities 
program to provide to homeowners in fire-sensitive ecosystems 
education on, and assistance with implementing, techniques in 
home siting, home construction, and home landscaping that 
can increase the protection of people and property from 
wildfires; 

(2) to reimburse the participating county for search and 
rescue and other emergency services, including firefighting, 
that are— 

(A) performed on Federal land after the date on which 
the use was approved under subsection (b); and 

(B) paid for by the participating county; and 
(3) to develop community wildfire protection plans in co-

ordination with the appropriate Secretary concerned. 
(b) PROPOSALS.—A participating county shall use county funds 

for a use described in subsection (a) only after a 45-day public com-
ment period, at the beginning of which the participating county 
shall— 

(1) publish in any publications of local record a proposal 
that describes the proposed use of the county funds; and 

(2) submit the proposal to any resource advisory committee 
established under section 205 for the participating county. 

SEC. 303. ø16 U.S.C. 7143¿ CERTIFICATION. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than February 1 of the year after 

the year in which any county funds were expended by a partici-
pating county, the appropriate official of the participating county 
shall submit to the Secretary concerned a certification that the 
county funds expended in the applicable year have been used for 
the uses authorized under section 302(a), including a description of 
the amounts expended and the uses for which the amounts were 
expended. 

(b) REVIEW.—The Secretary concerned shall review the certifi-
cations submitted under subsection (a) as the Secretary concerned 
determines to be appropriate. 
SEC. 304. ø16 U.S.C. 7144¿ TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The authority to initiate projects under this 
title terminates on September 30, 2012. 

(b) AVAILABILITY.—Any county funds not obligated by Sep-
tember 30, 2013, shall be returned to the Treasury of the United 
States. 
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TITLE IV—MISCELLANEOUS 
PROVISIONS 

SEC. 401. ø16 U.S.C. 7151¿ REGULATIONS. 
The Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior 

shall issue regulations to carry out the purposes of this Act. 
SEC. 402. ø16 U.S.C. 7152¿ AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated such sums as are nec-
essary to carry out this Act for each of fiscal years 2008 through 
2012. 
SEC. 403. ø16 U.S.C. 7153¿ TREATMENT OF FUNDS AND REVENUES. 

(a) RELATION TO OTHER APPROPRIATIONS.—Funds made avail-
able under section 402 and funds made available to a Secretary 
concerned under section 206 shall be in addition to any other an-
nual appropriations for the Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

(b) DEPOSIT OF REVENUES AND OTHER FUNDS.—All revenues 
generated from projects pursuant to title II, including any interest 
accrued from the revenues, shall be deposited in the Treasury of 
the United States. 
SEC. 404. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS. 

[Omitted—Amendments] 
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D. County Payment Mitigation as a Result of Transportation 
System Moratorium 

[Section 3006 of the 1998 Supplemental Appropriations and Rescissions Act (Public 
Law 105–174; 112 Stat. 85).] 

[As Amended Through P.L. 106–393, Enacted October 30, 2000] 

SEC. 3006. ø16 U.S.C. 1608 note¿ COUNTY PAYMENT MITIGA-
TION—TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM MORATORIUM. (a)(1) This section 
provides compensation for loss of revenues that would have been 
provided to counties if no road moratorium, as described in sub-
section (a)(2), were implemented or no substitute sales offered as 
described in subsection (b)(1). This section does not endorse or pro-
hibit the road building moratorium nor does it affect the applica-
bility of existing law to any moratorium. 

(2) The Chief of the Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, 
in his sole discretion, may offer any timber sales that were sched-
uled October 1, 1997, or thereafter, to be offered in fiscal year 1998 
or fiscal year 1999 even if such sales would have been delayed or 
halted as a result of any moratorium (resulting from the Federal 
Register proposal of January 28, 1998, pages 4351–4354) on con-
struction of roads in roadless areas within the National Forest Sys-
tem adopted as policy or by regulation that would otherwise be ap-
plicable to such sales. 

(3) Any sales offered pursuant to subsection (a)(2) shall— 
(A) comply with all applicable laws and regulations and be 

consistent with applicable land and resource management 
plans, except any regulations or plan amendments which es-
tablish or implement the moratorium referred to in subsection 
(a)(2); and 

(B) be subject to administrative appeals pursuant to part 
215 of title 36 of the Code of Federal Regulations and to judi-
cial review. 
(b)(1) For any previously scheduled sales that are not offered 

pursuant to subsection (a)(2), the Chief may, to the extent prac-
ticable, offer substitute sales within the same State in fiscal year 
1998 or fiscal year 1999. Such substitute sales shall be subject to 
the requirements of subsection (a)(3). 

(2)(A) The Chief shall pay as soon as practicable after fiscal 
year 1998 and fiscal year 1999 to any State in which sales pre-
viously scheduled to be offered that are referred to in, but not of-
fered pursuant to, subsection (a)(2) would have occurred, 25 per-
cent of any anticipated receipts from such sales that— 

(i) were scheduled from fiscal year 1998 or fiscal year 1999 
sales in the absence of any moratorium referred to in sub-
section (a)(2); and 
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(ii) are not offset by revenues received in such fiscal years 
from substitute projects authorized pursuant to subsection 
(b)(1). 
(B) After reporting the amount of funds required to make any 

payments required by subsection (b)(2)(A), and the source from 
which such funds are to be derived, to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and the Senate, the Chief 
shall make any payments required by subsection (b)(2)(A) from any 
funds available to the Forest Service in fiscal year 1998 or fiscal 
year 1999, subject to approval of the Committees on Appropriations 
of the House of Representatives and the Senate, that are not spe-
cifically earmarked for another purpose by the applicable appro-
priation Act or a committee or conference report thereon. 

(C) Any State which receives payments required by subsection 
(b)(2)(A) shall expend such funds only in the manner, and for the 
purposes, prescribed in section 500 of title 16, United States Code. 

(c)(1) During the term of the moratorium referred to in sub-
section (a)(2), the Chief shall prepare and submit to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of the House of Representatives and the 
Senate a report on each of the following— 

(A) a study of whether standards and guidelines in exist-
ing land and resource management plans compel or encourage 
entry into roadless areas within the National Forest System 
for the purpose of constructing roads or undertaking any other 
ground-disturbing activities; 

(B) an inventory of all roads within the National Forest 
System and the uses which they serve, in a format that will 
inform and facilitate the development of a long-term Forest 
Service transportation policy; and 

(C) a comprehensive and detailed analysis of the economic 
and social effects of the moratorium referred to in subsection 
(a)(2) on county, State, and regional levels. 
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E. Payments for Entitlement Land 

[Chapter 69 of title 31, United States Code.] 

CHAPTER 69—PAYMENT FOR ENTITLEMENT LAND 

Sec. 
6901. Definitions. 
6902. Authority and eligibility. 
6903. Payments. 
6904. Additional payments 
6905. Redwood National Park and the Lake Tahoe Basin. 
6906. Authorization of appropriations. 
6907. State legislation requiring reallocation or redistribution of payments to 

smaller units of general purpose government. 

§ 6901. Definitions 
In this chapter— 

(1) ‘‘entitlement land’’ means land owned by the United 
States Government— 

(A) that is in the National Park System or the Na-
tional Forest System, including wilderness areas and lands 
described in section 2 of the Act of June 22, 1948 (16 
U.S.C. 577d), and section 1 of the Act of June 22, 1956 (16 
U.S.C. 577d–1); 

(B) the Secretary of the Interior administers through 
the Bureau of Land Management; 

(C) dedicated to the use of the Government for water 
resource development projects; 

(D) on which are located semi-active or inactive instal-
lations (except industrial installations) that the Secretary 
of the Army keeps for mobilization and for reserve compo-
nent training; 

(E) that is a dredge disposal area under the jurisdic-
tion of the Secretary of the Army; 

(F) that is located in the vicinity of Purgatory River 
Canyon and Pinon Canyon, Colorado, and acquired after 
December 23, 1981, by the United States Government to 
expand the Fort Carson military installation; 

(G) that is a reserve area (as defined in section 
401(g)(3) of the Act of June 15, 1935 (16 U.S.C. 
715s(g)(3))); or 

(H) acquired by the Secretary of the Interior or the 
Secretary of Agriculture under section 5 of the Southern 
Nevada Public Land Management Act of 1998 øPublic Law 
105–263¿ that is not otherwise described in subparagraphs 
(A) through (G). 
(2)(A) ‘‘unit of general local government’’ means— 
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(i) a county (or parish), township, borough, or city 
(other than in Alaska) where the city is independent of any 
other unit of general local government, that— 

(I) is within the class or classes of such political 
subdivision in a State that the Secretary of the Inte-
rior, in his discretion, determines to be the principal 
provider or providers of governmental services within 
the State; and 

(II) is a unit of general government, as determined 
by the Secretary of the Interior on the basis of the 
same principles as were used by the Secretary of Com-
merce on January 1, 1983, for general statistical pur-
poses; 
(ii) any area in Alaska that is within the boundaries 

of a census area used by the Secretary of Commerce in the 
decennial census, but that is not included within the 
boundary of a governmental entity described under 
clause (i); 

(iii) the District of Columbia; 
(iv) the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; 
(v) Guam; and 
(vi) the Virgin Islands. 

(B) the term ‘‘governmental services’’ includes, but is not 
limited to, those services that relate to public safety, the envi-
ronment, housing, social services, transportation, and govern-
mental administration. 

§ 6902. Authority and Eligibility 
(a)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), the Secretary of the 

Interior shall make a payment for each fiscal year to each unit of 
general local government in which entitlement land is located as 
set forth in this chapter. A unit of general local government may 
use the payment for any governmental purpose. 

(2) For each unit of general local government described in sec-
tion 6901(2)(A)(ii), the Secretary of the Interior shall make a pay-
ment for each fiscal year to the State of Alaska for entitlement 
land located within such unit as set forth in this chapter. The State 
of Alaska shall distribute such payment to home rule cities and 
general law cities (as such cities are defined by the State) located 
within the boundaries of the unit of general local government for 
which the payment was received. Such cities may use monies re-
ceived under this paragraph for any governmental purpose. 

(b) A unit of general local government may not receive a pay-
ment for land for which payment under this Act otherwise may be 
received if the land was owned or administered by a State or unit 
of general local government and was exempt from real estate taxes 
when the land was conveyed to the United States except that a 
unit of general local government may receive a payment for— 

(1) land a State or unit of general local government ac-
quires from a private party to donate to the United States 
within 8 years of acquisition; 

(2) land acquired by a State through an exchange with the 
United States if such land was entitlement land as defined by 
this chapter; or 
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(3) land in Utah acquired by the United States for Federal 
land, royalties, or other assets if, at the time of such acquisi-
tion, a unit of general local government was entitled under ap-
plicable State law to receive payments in lieu of taxes from the 
State of Utah for such land: Provided, however, That no pay-
ment under this paragraph shall exceed the payment that 
would have been made under State law if such land had not 
been acquired. 

§ 6903. Payments 
(a) In this section— 

(1) ‘‘payment law’’ means— 
(A) the Act of June 20, 1910 (ch. 310, 36 Stat. 557); 
(B) section 33 of the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant 

Act (7 U.S.C. 1012); 
(C) the Act of May 23, 1908 (16 U.S.C. 500) or the Se-

cure Rural Schools and Community Self-Determination Act 
of 2000; 

(D) section 5 of the Act of June 22, 1948 (16 U.S.C. 
577g, 577g–1); 

(E) section 401(c)(2) of the Act of June 15, 1935 (16 
U.S.C. 715s(c)(2)); 

(F) section 17 of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C. 
810); 

(G) section 35 of the Act of February 25, 1920 (30 
U.S.C. 191); 

(H) section 6 of the Mineral Leasing Act for Acquired 
Lands (30 U.S.C. 355); 

(I) section 3 of the Act of July 31, 1947 (30 U.S.C. 
603); and 

(J) section 10 of the Act of June 28, 1934 (known as 
the Taylor Grazing Act) (43 U.S.C. 315i). 
(2) population shall be determined on the same basis that 

the Secretary of Commerce determines resident population for 
general statistical purposes. 

(3) a unit of general local government may not be credited 
with a population of more than 50,000. 
(b)(1) A payment under section 6902 of this title is equal to the 

greater of— 
(A) 93 cents during fiscal year 1995, $1.11 during fiscal 

year 1996, $1.29 during fiscal year 1997, $1.47 during fiscal 
year 1998, and $1.65 during fiscal year 1999 and thereafter, 
for each acre of entitlement land located within a unit of gen-
eral local government (but not more than the limitation deter-
mined under subsection (c) of this section) reduced (but not 
below 0) by amounts the unit received in the prior fiscal year 
under a payment law; or 

(B) 12 cents during fiscal year 1995, 15 cents during fiscal 
year 1996, 17 cents during fiscal year 1997, 20 cents during fis-
cal year 1998, and 22 cents during fiscal year 1999 and there-
after, for each acre of entitlement land located in the unit (but 
not more than the limitation determined under subsection (c) 
of this section). 
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(2) The chief executive officer of a State shall submit to the 
Secretary of the Interior a statement on the amounts of payments 
the State transfers to each unit of general local government in the 
State out of amounts received under a payment law. 

(c)(1) The limitation for a unit of general local government with 
a population of not more than 4,999 is the highest dollar amount 
specified in paragraph (2). 

(2) The limitation for a unit of general local government with 
a population of at least 5,000 is the following amount (rounding the 
population off to the nearest thousand): 

the limitation 
is equal to the 

population 
If population equals— times— 

5,000 ................................................................................ $110.00
6,000 ................................................................................ 103.00
7,000 ................................................................................ 97.00
8,000 ................................................................................ 90.00
9,000 ................................................................................ 84.00

10,000 ................................................................................ 77.00
11,000 ................................................................................ 75.00
12,000 ................................................................................ 73.00
13,000 ................................................................................ 70.00
14,000 ................................................................................ 68.00
15,000 ................................................................................ 66.00
16,000 ................................................................................ 65.00
17,000 ................................................................................ 64.00
18,000 ................................................................................ 63.00
19,000 ................................................................................ 62.00
20,000 ................................................................................ 61.00
21,000 ................................................................................ 60.00
22,000 ................................................................................ 59.00
23,000 ................................................................................ 59.00
24,000 ................................................................................ 58.00
25,000 ................................................................................ 57.00
26,000 ................................................................................ 56.00
27,000 ................................................................................ 56.00
28,000 ................................................................................ 56.00
29,000 ................................................................................ 55.00
30,000 ................................................................................ 55.00
31,000 ................................................................................ 54.00
32,000 ................................................................................ 54.00
33,000 ................................................................................ 53.00
34,000 ................................................................................ 53.00
35,000 ................................................................................ 52.00
36,000 ................................................................................ 52.00
37,000 ................................................................................ 51.00
38,000 ................................................................................ 51.00
39,000 ................................................................................ 50.00
40,000 ................................................................................ 50.00
41,000 ................................................................................ 49.00
42,000 ................................................................................ 48.00
43,000 ................................................................................ 48.00
44,000 ................................................................................ 47.00
45,000 ................................................................................ 47.00
46,000 ................................................................................ 46.00
47,000 ................................................................................ 46.00
48,000 ................................................................................ 45.00
49,000 ................................................................................ 45.00
50,000 ................................................................................ 44.00. 

(d) On October 1 of each year after the date of enactment of 
the Payment in Lieu of Taxes Act, the Secretary of the Interior 
shall adjust each dollar amount specified in subsections (b) and (c) 
to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index published by the 
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Bureau of Labor Statistics of the Department of Labor, for the 12 
months ending the preceding June 30. 

§ 6904. Additional payments 
(a) In addition to payments the Secretary of the Interior makes 

under section 6902 of this title, the Secretary shall make a pay-
ment for each fiscal year to a unit of general local government col-
lecting and distributing real property taxes (including a unit in 
Alaska outside the boundaries of an organized borough) in which 
is located an interest in land that— 

(1) the United States Government acquires for— 
(A) the National Park System; or 
(B) the National Forest Wilderness Areas; and 

(2) was subject to local real property taxes within the 5- 
year period before the interest is acquired. 
(b) The Secretary shall make payments only for the 5 fiscal 

years after the fiscal year in which the interest in land is acquired. 
Under guidelines the Secretary prescribes, the unit of general local 
government receiving the payment from the Secretary shall dis-
tribute payments proportionally to units and school districts that 
lost real property taxes because of the acquisition of the interest. 
A unit receiving a distribution may use a payment for any govern-
mental purpose. 

(c) Each yearly payment by the Secretary under this section is 
equal to one percent of the fair market value of the interest in land 
on the date the Government acquires the interest. However, a pay-
ment may not be more than the amount of real property taxes lev-
ied on the property during the last fiscal year before the fiscal year 
in which the interest is acquired. A decision on fair market value 
under this section may not include an increase in the value of an 
interest because the land is rezoned when the rezoning causes the 
increase after the date of enactment of a law authorizing the acqui-
sition of an interest under subsection (a) of this section. 

(d) The Secretary may prescribe regulations under which pay-
ments may be made to units of general local government when sub-
sections (a) and (b) of this section will not carry out the purpose 
of subsections (a) and (b). 

§ 6905. Redwood National Park and the Lake Tahoe Basin 
(a) The Secretary of the Interior shall make a payment for 

each fiscal year to each unit of general local government in which 
an interest in land owned by the United States Government in the 
Redwood National Park is located. A unit may use the payment for 
any governmental purpose. The payment shall be made as provided 
in section 6903 of this title and shall include an amount payable 
under section 6903. 

(b)(1) In addition to payments the Secretary makes under sub-
section (a) of this section, the Secretary shall make a payment for 
each fiscal year to each unit of general local government in which 
is located an interest in land— 

(A) owned by the Government in the Redwood National 
Park; or 

(B) acquired in the Lake Tahoe Basin under the Act of De-
cember 23, 1980 (Public Law 96–586, 94 Stat. 3383). 
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(2) The payment shall be made as provided in section 6904 of 
this title and shall include an amount payable under section 6904. 
However, an amount computed but not paid because of the first 
sentence of subsection (b) and the 2d sentence of subsection (c) of 
section 6904 shall be carried forward and applied to future years 
in which the payment would not otherwise equal the amount of 
real property taxes assessed and levied on the land during the last 
fiscal year before the fiscal year in which the interest was acquired 
until the amount is applied completely. 

(3) The unit of general local government may use the payment 
for any governmental purpose. 

(4) The Redwoods Community College District is a school dis-
trict under section 6904(b) of this title. 

§ 6906. Authorization of appropriations 
Necessary amounts may be appropriated to the Secretary of 

the Interior to carry out this chapter. Amounts are available only 
as provided in appropriation laws. 

§ 6907. State legislation requiring reallocation or redistribu-
tion of payments to smaller units of general pur-
pose government 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a 
State may enact legislation which requires that any payments 
which would be made to units of general local government pursu-
ant to this chapter be reallocated and redistributed in whole or 
part to other smaller units of general purpose government which 
(1) are located within the boundaries of the larger unit of general 
local government, (2) provide general governmental services and (3) 
contain entitlement lands within their boundaries. Such realloca-
tion or redistribution shall generally reflect the level of services 
provided by, and the number of entitlement acres within, the 
smaller unit of general local government. 

(b) Upon enactment of legislation by a State, described in sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall make one payment to such State 
equaling the aggregate amount of payments which he otherwise 
would have made to units of general local government within such 
State pursuant to this chapter. It shall be the responsibility of such 
State to make any further distribution of the payment pursuant to 
subsection (a). Such redistribution shall be made within 30 days 
after receipt of such payment. No payment, or portion thereof, 
made by the Secretary shall be used by any State for the adminis-
tration of this subsection or subsection (a). 

(c) Appropriations made for payments in lieu of taxes for a fis-
cal year may be used to correct underpayments in the previous fis-
cal year to achieve equity among all qualified recipients. 
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