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DISCUSSION PAPER -
‘Bareaw of Land Mitixgement-
Treasured Landscapes

_ - ﬂ Our Vision, Our Values
|8 Introduchon BLM’s Vision for Treasured Landscapes in the 21 Century

Of the 264 mﬂlmn acres under BLM management, somie 130~ to 140-million acres are worthy of _
consideration.ag treasured lands,. Thase areas, roughly equivalent ms::;ﬁg_qlm_and Co
" Wyoming combined, are valuable for their unspoiled beauty; the critical role they play in habitat

.-, canservatjan; their historical, cultural, and paleontological significance;:and their importance in

" thaintaining the proper ﬁmctxomng of the latger ecosystems in which t.’ney exist.

In order to preservc these u‘easured landscapes for the 21“ Century, thé BLM proposes to-
manage them not as individual parcels, but-as components of larger landscapes, ecosystems,
7 dirghedls, and watérsheds. We now know that these large-scale ecosystems, watersheds, )
" airsheds, and migratory pathways exist and function only at theéir natural scales, regardless of
" jutisdictional boundares. . Therefore, in order to Bicilitate the transition from the current land
' management system, which is based on jurisdictional boundaries, t6 a modern landscape-level
- yi{dpagernent system, the BLM praposes for “dwrgmatc rationaiize and mam,ge—at-scale its
treasured landscape holdings. ‘

: Over the next 25 years, the B M mtends 10: (l) ﬁnahze appmpnate conservation !
and fully account for the -gervices values of its lands; (2) rationalize a@:&
its fragmented landholdirgs=ar (3).commit to planning and allocating resources and resource
uses and at their natural scajes, in-effective coordination with other Federal, Stat:e. and Tribal. L.
goverriments. The BLM believes that together, the three.components of this vision will allow us
to utilize 21st century science to preserve our celebraxcd assets and gugraptee that ourtreasured
landscapés will be conserved for the en;oyment of future generatlons

' To achxeve otir Treasured Landscape objecnves the BLM wﬂl need to ehhst tﬁe aid of tﬁc ' )
_administration and Congress to ensure that we possess botl the legal tools and financial megns to
make our vision ot' integrated landscapc-lcvel managemert a reality. :

IL Background BLM’s Treasured Lands: Vast, Varied and tha]

o The BLM® lands incude fragﬂe ecosystsms essennal fo car animal aid plant species, cultural

resources that date back to the begmnmg of America’s Native populations, stunning
paleontological resources that increase our: understandmg of the natural world, breathtaking
vistas and recreational areas, and natxonally SLgmﬁcant hxstonc sites and frails that tcll the story

pf-our growing Nation.

~-The bulk of the BLM’s ex1smng treasured lands h&vc been arr&yed by Presidential declaration,
legislative enactment, or administrative managem ent, into four separate management categories,
together amounting te riearly 138-mimon wat halfof BLM’s total lmdportﬁmo*
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ati ‘Congervation Syt ’I‘he BLM’s transition to public land"
management ona landscape scale begm a decade ago when then-Secretary Babbitt
created America’s riewest, permanertly protected collection of public lands—the- - e
National Landscape Conservation System (NLCS). By statute, the NLCS now consists of
all BLM-managed National Momuments, National Conservation Areas, Wilderness, -
Wildemess Study Areas, Outstanding Natural Areas, Wild and Scenic Rivers, National -

- Seenje.and Historic Trails, and Conservation Lands within the California Desert—a sct of
public lands together comprising almost 27 million acres. These lands have besn :
 degignated by Cengress or, Presidential proclamation to ba specially managed tp enbance
-their conservation values, while allowing for the continuation of certain multiple uses.

. Themission of the MLCS. is to conserve, protect, and restore, for present and fafure .

" “generations, the nationally significant landscapes that have been recognized for their

.. outstanding archaeological, geologlcal ‘cultural, ecoioglcal wﬂdemess, recreanon, and
scwnnﬁc values, : ,

the NLCS BLM land-use plans have dmgnated about 75 mﬂhon addmonal ames for the
ptimary purpose of conservatior #nd recreation: ‘These areas-include Areas of Critical
Buvironmental Concern, Special Recreation Management Aréas, Globally Important Bird

- - Aeas, Significant Caves, Eeseamh Nm\n'al Aregs, Naﬁonﬁi MNutural Landmarks, and - - =

Further, the US. Ftsh and Wil&hfe Servxcc has desxguated 25-m111ion acm ofBLM lamds .- -
(not included in either of the two prevmus categorlw) as critical habitat for hsted and :
sensitive wildlife and ptaat speaes. o S

» YildHorse Presarvas: Fmaily, asa rssult of the Secrctary s Ogtober 2009- pmposal 0.
create a sustainable wild horse progtam, the BLM now has the opportunity to acquire’
-+ ppeserves. in.the Midwest or East bs part of the BLM’s Treasuved Landscapes.initiative,.
America’s iconic wild horses are powerful national symbols of the West, and adding
federally owned wild-horse preserves to the BLM's Troasured Landscapes poxtfolio will
provide an opportunity to expand appreciation of thc BLM’s conservation mxssmn to new
- ATRRS. )

. Recause. theBI_M s vast landholdings hold such great pronuse for the Department’s ambitious
conservation objectives, the BLM’s landscape-level preservation efforts should playa central
role i the Department’s Treasured Landscapes agenda. o

TL  TheVision: A Well-Managed System of Treasured and Protected Lands

The BLM believes that the successful management of its treasured l&ndscapes over the next
" twenty- ﬁve years will reqmre BLM to uridertike threa i
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. Fu‘st $6 that lands are placed in appropnate mana,,ement regimes and land-use decisions
" . are well-informed, the BEM should exisure thatits existing landholdings have received -

appropriate conservation designations and that: themﬂzm.&mmm of its lands

(including benefits such as cathon: sequestraﬁon and aix and water purificationy hive Beed e
adequatoly mventoned and conmdered - .

- Seoond to allow for more cﬁ'ecnve landscape—scale managemem:, the BLM should gim to
ionalize s land holdines by chmmatmg existing “checkerboard” land-helding patterns. .

where posmble, and by acquiring parcels adJacent to :ts current holdmgs. ifi nnportam to

-pmewmeoasystzm integrity, . » R . .

oL ’I.'hlrd, to ensure that BLM’s spec:ﬂc land-use decxsmns ars properly sxtuated in their .
bmader contexts, the BLM should commit to managing its consolidated and éxpanded
. &t theirn and to coordmatmg thh otlwt federal, statg, and
" tribal land ¢ owners for the purposes of \ain
_ecosystems watersheds. a

Service Vnges‘ Expanding the NLCS, Duignaﬁng New Nat:onal -
oot Monuments, and Mdmaglng for Msewaﬁonm the Land-Use Planning
. ’ Process < . i .

| The ﬁrst component of BLM’s u-easured landscapw vision would ensure that the speclal lands
already in BLM’s ownership ammxnagod unéer the| eppropnately protective mansgement

regime.

BLM-managed pubhc lands mclude rugged mountams, wild d&cctts and Amenca [ last vasnges
‘of large, untgmed Japdscagies, These landscapes first capty d
America's tic ideals of the Wild West. In orderto expand this network of treasured lands
andscapes currently managed by the BLM aud to. protect. world-class
ecolog:cal and cultural resources, the BLM believes that lands especially deserving of protection
should be placed in the National Landscape Conservation System; that the administration should
consider designating significant and immediately threatened lands as national monuments; and
. that the BLM’s land-use planning process should properly acconm for ecosystem-semce values
and manage for conservation values. . . ok .

e 'l"o that end, the BLM proposes that the Admlmstranon B

1. Support Congressional efforts to: expand the NLCS legishtively through the
* designation of new National- Moxmments, Nauonal Couservatlon Aress, Wlldemess
Mjm and Socernic Riveis: and Hi

focused solely in the West, but should also mclude arcas in the rest of the country that
warrant such protection E . .
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2 f‘onmdm' use of the Amlqultxes Act to set asxde yggﬁigt_xmm_umgg_ ts where there
are immediate threats to nationally s;gmﬁcant #ataral 6r cultural resources on lands -

deserving NLCS status. However, the BLM recognizes that public support and
-acceptance- cfpreservaﬁbn Stiitiss #s best achi¢ved when the public has an opportunity
© to paruclpate ina land—use—plarmmg or leglslntlve process

3. Use the BLM 5 lund-use plannmg process to manage for c_o_ggervanog values. Thxs
_will allow the BLM to protect lands that, while ineligible for Mopument designation-
and/or unlikely to receive lgglatwe pmtectmn mmmﬁmm

ety of couservation. -

Thc BLM estimates that approxunately 35 million acres of its sum:nt land hol;:hn , all of wlnch
have been identified by the public as worthy of special protection, should be consldered fora
new. and/or héightened conservation designation. : .. B

1.  Supporting Congressional Expanslon of the NLCS throngh
Legislation Designating New Wilderness or National Conservation
Arens, and Resolving the Status of BLM’s exisﬁng ‘Wilderness Study
Areas. A

“ T BI.M believes that the Sccretmy’s’&mmdimdscape mitiative-would bmeﬁt grwﬂy
from resohition of long-standing issuss relatinig to wilderness designations on BI.M—managed
‘puttic land. Currently, the BLM:managey more than. 545 areas, amounting to nearly 12.7-milion.
acres, that it has identified as pottmtxally appropriate for wilderness designation. There are
strongly held opinions on.cach side as to-whethér these larids, now termed “Wildemness: Study
Areas,” should ultimately designated as Wilderness or réleased for other uses. This contentious

- debate will continue.until Congress make.s a ﬁnal detennmatlon as to the permanent status of -
these lands. . T

Further, thc BLM recommmds lookmg beyond its ledemcss Study Aress and bmldmg on the
Secretary’s. expressed interest-in. the model of local leadership and cooperation. exemplified in the
recent congtessxonal designations of Domanuez-Escalante National Monument in Colorado;
Wilderness and Wild and Scenic rivers int Idaho; and National Conservation Areas, Wilderness,
and Wild and Scenic Rivers in Utah. There-are currently a number of locally driven proposals

. _that wonld benefit from the Administration’s support, including a proposal to desxgnate New
Mexmo § Rio Gfande del Norte as a Natmnal Conscrvat:on Area. :

Asa cntm“ai part of the BLM's conservatxon agenda, theBLM proposes working closely with the
_ Administration and Congress to determine whether other pubhc lands are suitable for

manggerment as National Conservation Areas. ‘Aftachment 3 contains a ist-of BLM-managed
lands that may be appropnate for Wﬂdemess or Natmnal Conservauon Area designation,

2. Considering NEW,N t
Antiquitfes Act;

onal Mg_;;umgn‘t Designations under the
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. Should the legi proccss not prove fm1tﬁ11 or’ ifa natxonally mgmﬁcant natural or cultural

" jerid resource were to come vinder threat of ithinent harm; BLM would recommend that the’
Administration consider using ths Antxqmtles Actto des;gtiate new National Monuments by

mm ' o ' o _ o

The Antiquities Act-aliows the Presxdent to ac’t quiCkly and declslvely in defense of our matural .
and cultural treasures. Since President Theodore Roosevelt first used the Act, 15 Presidents have
exercised their suthority:to.protect nationsily important places, including the.Grand Tatons, ..
Carlsbad Caveins, Mount Olympus (now Olympla Nat:onal Park), Arizona’s Petnﬁed Forest,

and Alﬁske. &Demla . .

. Bormuch.of ¢ Ihz hxstory of the.Act, lands demgnated as Natxonal Monpmmts were 1aken from the
""BLM and entrustéd to the National Park Service. This changed in 1996, when President Clinton
. gave.management jurisdiction over the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument to'the

LM, reﬂectmg a growing understanding that park-style management was not necessarily
appropriate for all conservation lands. Fourteen of the 22 National Monuments created or
- expanded by President Clinton — totaling more than 4 million acres — remained under BLM

,stcwardsbip ‘Today, these lands form the heart of the NLCS. BLM’s management of these
" ared¥, Withiout the ings of visitor cefiters and other man-matle improvements, has met with
 wide piiblic support. These Tands symbolize mcrmnﬁd their remoteness and
~soliide remain polgmmt remmdcrg ﬂf abygone era. N

Attachment 4 contams a list of lands that trray be appropriate for designation-under the °
Anthumes Act. G

‘ 3. iItilizing the Land-Uée Planning Process to Acconnt for Ecosystem-
- Bervice Val:ues nnd to: Pfetect Lands that are Inehgible for Monumem
Designation. A

The ﬁnal aspect of the ﬁ:st component of BLM § Treasured Landscapcs vision recogmzcs that

new conservation designations. should not be the only — nor, perhaps, even the primary - means -
of managing for conservation on BLM’s public lands. To that end, BLM also recommends

rocess, with particular attention
"on two consi eranons (a) accountmg for the ecosystem-service values of BLM lands,
and (h), ths: spemal legal context of conservatlon mauagement in Wyommg angd Alaska,

a. Accounting for- Ecosystem-Servlce Values in the Land-Use
Planning Process L

' COnsumptive or ground-disturbing uses of pubhc lands oﬁen yleld benefits that are readlly
quannﬁablo-——BLM's tlmber-salc plans, for example, may-bé expected to yield a certain number
- - -definite number of jobs, and provide local

oommumtles w1th esnmable amount of économic activity. . By contrast, non-consumptive and
+ chnserving uses of public lmdshave not htsfcncaliy beén thought to yield values that dre as -
readily quantlfiable
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m servxces” vg ue. of lands aims to regress .

natural purification of air or water; ‘ ' ob od :
opportunities saved in an-area closed to develomm—-zs desxgned to allow landuuse
‘decisionmakers to act with a fuller knowledge of the trade-offs involved in the choice to
conserve an exigting landseape, er pemut new devclopmont h

) Appremxmg tha censeryation component of its tnultlple-use nussmn, the BLM. pmposqs forits .
" - land-use planning process a new commitment to accounting for the value of the services

_ provided by consgrved eco&yst:ms ‘
I.z.' The Specxal Clrcumstance of Wyomingand Alaska

Last, it merits specla.l menuon that Gon ident’s ity to desxgnnte

new nations] monumnents in Wyoming and Alaska. Neverthelms, there are several landscapes in

. 'Wyoming and Alaska that contain critical ccologxcal and cnimral resomes that deserve speclal '
- affentioh und possibly enhanced: prowcﬁbns S B

|« s BLM thereforc patucularly pmposcs that the Admmﬁ___ga;%wiknd—use
gement actions, including possible mineral withdrawals,
“nezessary to pmtect ‘sensitive resources in Wyoming and Alaska. ' The BLM also recommends
. that the Administration begm a dzalog_uc ynﬂ; Congr_zs'g.go encourage the conservation of these

Attachment 5 contgins a list of. areas MMugh they are mehgxble for Monument desigustion,. .
merit protectmn. )

cyme

B. Ragonauzmg BLM’s Fra@_nented Lands. Consondaﬁng the BLM?s
. Checkbaard-Pattern Landholdings and Enabling Landscape-Scale

. Ecosystem Management By Acquiring. New Lands #nd Divesting Parcels
. Identified for Disposal = . - . o

.. The secongl comy Igonqnt of BLM’s Treasured—Landscapes vxsxon would mvolve changmg the
' composxhon of BLM*§ pubhc-lands portfoho L

' 'I‘he BLM manages what remams of the Umted States once consohdatcd pubhc domam For
c doma : hip (or
M?eﬂml -agencies) under pablic Jand ade no attempt to preserve

S ———
ESI

grity. In some cases, large swaths of land w&pm.tﬂ_nm_@ﬂa_n}is in

* "Hlyere are today roughly l R s 0P’ e}dmgs in BLM—manag ational Conservation
Areas (excluding the California Desert) and 283,857 acres of mholdmgs in BLM-Managed
Natlonal Monuments. - o v ;
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© 48 the second comp onent of its Treasuréd andscape mtianve, the BLM proposes to rationafize
its existing public land holdings. Through consolidation of its protected land base and reduccd

~ fragmentation, the BLM will be betterab}e’to mifigate 2dvérse impacts on wildlife habitet, .
recreation, vegetation, cultural resources, snd other values. Tothat end, the BLM will (1) pursue
a program of land consclidation to address.its checkerboarded lands—particularly in Nevada,
Oregon. California, Wyoming, and Utah, where the problem is most acuts, (2) seck to acquire
properties.adjscent ta its-current holdings, if needed to préserve ecosysten integrity, and :
(3) attempt to divest itself of the scattered and low-value landholdmgs that it has identified for

dispasal thraugh aland-use planning pracess.

- To aohlevc,the,qe ohjectives,.the BLM will rely on its land-;xchange and land: zoqmsxtmn

"’ programs and depend on the availability and vitality of three.critical management tools: (1} the
. Land and Water Conservation Fund, (2) the Federal Land Transfer Facmmuon Act; and (3) 8
- new program of renewable energy offsets ,

4. 'I.‘he Land and Water Conservaﬂon Fund (LWCF)

Consexvauon Areas atxonal Hlstorxc and Sceruc Tra:ls Natlonal Wild and Scenic River
-cotridors, Wilderness, Aressof Cri‘hcalanMnmenw Cuncem, and Special Recreation

Management Areas.

The Prmde.nt s budget for 2010 mcludes a total of $419 9 mﬂhon for LWCF prog:ams,
including $25 million: for-BLM;. 365 mﬁhon for US-FWS $68 million for N?S; and $12.1 mﬂlian
for appmaa! services. &b v ‘

InFY 2010 the BLM requested LWC'F' ﬁmdmg to acqmte 52 500 acres in 37 zreas, w1th an
estimated value of $58 million. In FY:2011, the BLM requested LWCF funding ta acquirs |
47,100 acres in 40 areas, with an estimated value of $82 million. The outyear funding estimat
“for LWCF needs are based on a number of recent land acquisition opportynities. The mgjority qf -
these monies would be used to acquire land for the NLCS and other BLM Treasured Landscapes.
Seg Attachment 1 for more detailed LWCF ﬁmdmg information.

5. . The Federal Land Transacﬁon Facilitation Aét (FTFLA)

The BLM js the lead agency for admunstermg ﬂie Federdl Laud Trausaction Facilitation Act
(FLTFA) Prior to the _['FA, ﬁmds gcnerated by BLM land sales were deposited

11 value to the nation.

" FLTFA established thc Federal- Land tSszal Aooom that aiIoWs the BLM to sell lands with

low conservation values to generate funds for the pu:chaée of lands with hzgh conservatlon

-7
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values. Since passage of ale of low-conservauOn vahie lands in the Western States
hiad generated more thafy $108 mﬂho

" The BLM carefully prioritizes limited 1and aequmtien funds to ensure eve:ry dollar is spent on
only the most important and wall-planned conservation projects. Typically, the BLM takes a

. ‘phased approach to-ensure.that larger anqmsmons van be completed despite temporal funding . -
- limitations. The BLM undertakes land acquisition projects within and/or contiguous to units of
the NLCS'andsw:thm anﬂlot contiguous:to Areas of Critica! Environmental Comcm :

- The FLEEA expizeg on. July 24, 2010; reauthorization legislation has been infroduced by the .
the Senate (S. 1787). To continus to allow the revenues generated from
] isplated and difficult-to-manage public-land tracts to be an jmportant sonreg of
e acqulsmon of environmentally and culturally significant lands, BLM encourages
the administration to strongly support the reauthorizatio of FLTFA. See Attachment 2 for more -

mformauon regardmg FLTFA chsposals and approvals

3.~ Using Proceeds from Renewah’le Energy Projects to Avquire and
Protect Trensured Landscapes

Last, as a greater amount of BLM lands are ded;cated to renewable-cncrgy projects, the BLM
recorimends that the administration work withi Congress to enable BLM to dedicate a portion of
rencwable-energy proceeds to the pmtecuon and acquisition of weas an ‘partic

BLM proposes that the adrt : ongress i Gvelopers of ‘
renswable-energy projects to contribute to “mmgatxon ﬁmds " the proceeds of which would be -

*: . made available to the BL:M 10 protect public lands and.mitigate the effects of development, amd .

~ (b) mandate that s portion of any royalues collected from renewable-energy prOJects on pubhc
lands be made avaﬂable o BLM o acqwre a.ddmonal conservauon tracts.
: g te,and

Tx nments to manage Wildln‘e, MK A irsh and
| @W - _.

" The final component of the BLM's Treasured-Landscapcs' vismn emphasizes connectivity, dnd
BIM's.commitment to manage at a 1evel appropnate to-the issues under consideration.

.. Thc.,BLMrepogmzes that many problems and ecosystem ¢ cons1dcranons have a natural scale, and
* that its land-management decisions have ramifications beyond their iramediate effect on BEM
lands”_ Cerfain issucs (Such as the quANy of air 1 & parbcular airehed, or the Jecline of asage
grouse po;;ulahons in 2 particular re on may be best assessed, not within the confinés of am

- i'par, to enable the BUM tomﬁ'm‘m Tally engage v’viﬁi,problm ecosyst that' Tross
1@@@ lines. "As 0] € next qu A P e
mcreasmg use of its ecu-regxmml assessments tool. ' . :
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+ ** coplél with the breadth of the pitbHic lends ad their critical osoutcos, staie :
- expertise and the unparalieled capacity to coordinate with other Federal, State and Tn“bal

" The BLM recommends that auy major funding increases be hased inover a ﬁve—year penod to

L pmenl’d& in 'me tabie below by subacuwty
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Further, the BLM, with its extensive experiénce in public pamctpat:on and Mr

. Govemments to tackle initiatives on o national-(and even mtematwmt) scale. In particudat;-

' ongomg obal climate change has elevated the importance of nascent efforts to focus on cross-

e.conpeatvity-and to creafe sxtenistve wildlife-habitat comdors
BLM hepes to partictpate fully in the effort and to help lead the charge.

V.. Neeessary Fundmg. Preﬂminary Cost Estimates

: Implemenﬂng BLM's thtee-part 'I‘reasumd Landscapes v1smnw111 require an mcraesed

mvee!ment ofmsources. :

.0vet the past 10 yeats, ﬁmdmg to protect and manage fands with patural and cultural Iesources
fot'use aad wtijoyment by eurrent and fiture generations has generally rémaifred flat when
- adjusted for inflation. At the same tirne; the West is rapidly urbanizing and the public and jocal

S gmmmmngiy view BLM-administered public tands as an éxfénsiot; ST hetr

e significantly to the quality of life in the West. Taking into

A m m dm;ands on mepublie’tands ﬁwBﬂv(heﬁeVes ttie full cést of managing

Treasured Landscapes st a lcvel commensyrate’ thh pubhc expectatxons and need for

" cotstrvittion would be in the fange ofsz ta 54 per aore.

' The BEM manages NLCS units fowSZ 21 er:asre a.nd the rest- ofthc public lands at $1.70 per

acre, totaling $59.7 million for NLCS units-and.$187.4 million for other Treasured Landscapes

4n 2010. The BLM hes dethopstrated that the-NLCS model for sonservation is significantly cast
efficiesit.in protecting landscape Jevel resources.” For example, the National Park Service

. w&atcsanﬂmmagﬁmﬁsmm?mﬂyforanavmsﬂvf$957psracrcmanagementm A .

$4 pet acre, existing and potential NLCS. units could be funded for a total of $248 million by the -

year 2015.. Otlter specially degignated areas and hahitat vital for species recovery within the.
BLM could be managed at $2 peracrc, totalmg $150.4 million by the year 2015,

a!lowﬂ;c BLM time to buald capacity (e.g. hiring staff, deve opmg partherships,

requisitiots; - : the incréased workload. This would include mcreasad Taw -
enforoement aﬁMWmumesmmﬁm and conservation activities,
improved visitor servicss, information; education and interpretation and otHer activities needed
to mekt the increasing public demand and expectations for conservation. By the year 2015,
Funding for Tréasured Landscapes would total $398.4 milton. Prujectett funding needs for
managing both the NLCS and thé other'lands con nsmg the BLM’s Treasured L&ndscapes are
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133,139,019

58,621,000 . !30,242 829,': 33,615,208 | 39,847,588
: oM 73,493,000 - Ts:s';ayb,-sls_:;w 42,405,665 | 43,015,011 | 50,990,148 | -
| PD Forestxy 10,443,000 3326711 .|3,645292 | 3,697,673 - | 4,383,235
Riparian 22‘,518,000 12,784,058 | 14,008,317 | 14,209,608 | 16,844,120
Cultural 15,631,000 §8,874,128 19,723,954 | 9,863,682 | 11,692,444
Wildlife (35,447,000 117,099,906 | 18,737,470 | 19,006,717 | 22,530,631
Fisheries,, ... ... |13,640000 - 15068860 |5,554277 |5634,089. 16678669 |
T&E Species 22,112,000 12,553,561 { 13,755,746 | 13,953,409 | 16,540,421
| Wildesness - -.on | 18,231000°, 21,169,980 | 23,197,313 123,530,646 .| 27,893311 |
Recreation 49,471,000 28,301,239 | 31,011,494 | 31,457,112 | 37,289,373
| Planning:. +.. . 48,261,000 - 27,796,440 | 30,458,353 | 30,896,023 | 36,624,255
| Law Enforcement - | 27,957,000 12,847,637 | 14,077,985 | 14,280,278 - | 16,927,892 .
NMs &NCAs - | 28,801,000 - }31,754,970 | 34,795,970 | 35,295,969 " | 41,839,967
ChallengcCost , } o N L
- | Stoare- - - 4 9,500,000 5,393,398 | 5.909.895 | 5,994,817 |7,106277
-1 0&C FomstMgm 31,584,000 - {14,906,780 | 16,334,320 | 16,569,036 -| 19,640,994
| O&C Refokestation | 24,155,000 7] 'w,sag ¥4z .| 11,712,783 | 11,881,089 | 14,083,385
O&C Other T A —
.{ Resources 37,544,000 . 1829, 428 | 20,042,002 | 20,329,994 |24,099248 | -
O&CPlanning 3,769,000 -~ 1,534, 903 11,685,893 | 1,706,060 _|2,022,370
= FORC NMs&NCAs | 833,668 » . 11,060449 | 1,075,687 (1276123
TOTAL 532,701,000 1.331,390,187 | 336,152,084 | 398,475,878

In addition to the funding i moreases nec

ry to support if

mposed treasured-landscape

essary 5P
management and plinding funstions, BLM hss alsé prepa{ ‘a'series of discrews cost-estimates -
forits hJ.ghest pnonty landholdmg rauonahzatlon efforts : They are presented in attachment 6. K

V. Conclusion - Makmg the Vlsion Real

Today’s Bureau of Land Management holds great promme and nntapped opportumty to reflect 4

, - «the veluaes-efthe Amezican people. More than ever before, the public is.comsnunicating that it

* values healthy habitats, clean air and. waier, an improved quality of life, cleaner energy, and the

BLM’s role in supparting lecal economies, With the appropriate vision, the BLM can rededicate

© itself to the preservation of the meplaceable cultural and historic resources in its charge, and to

. thig sffective ranagement and conservation its treasured public lgnds. In doing so, it will honor
. the values of today’s public and msplre thc hopes of ﬁmn-e gcncratxons

10
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Atf;i;hmenf 1.:
Land'sitd Waterﬁcnmﬁon I-‘und (LWCF)

Historic BLM Funding from the Land and Water Conservaﬁon Fund
~ Congressional Appropriaﬁons =

FYBOOOs

[ F¥2000:.848,750,080
FY2001: $56,670,000
e | FE2002: 849,920,000

' FY2003: $33,450,000

- «t FY 2004 $18,600,000
FY2005: $9,850,000
FY2006: $8,622,000
- |F¥2007:_$8,634,000 - L .
- wu - [ FY2008: $89393% . . - o~ T
FY2009:8§14775000 .~ .~

Future Anticipated BLM anding Needs from the Land and Water Conservation Fund

[F¥ 2010s : .i , .
.| FY 2010:. gélozs,ooo esxdent’s Bud_get Request)
FY 2011: $32,479,000 (President’s Budg'*llequest)1
FY 2012: $60,000000+ - . .
FY 2013: 875, 000 000+ -
4: $75,000,000 +
"FY! ! 2015: $75,000,000 +
FY. 2016: $75,000,000 +
FY 2017: $75,000,000+
FY 2018: $75,000,000 +-
FY 2019: $75,000,000 +
FY 2020: $75 ODO 000+ e
Tentative | .

IS T
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o - ,ttachmentz A
el The FedefaiJLand Transatfﬁon memon Act (FLTFA)

FLTFA Recexpts for BLM Land Bxsposals

- FY2600s
' FY 2001: _ $1,206,528.98
- [F2002: . 80.545,807.37 :
FY 2003: $1,078,316.45 )
P FY20604:--515,759,647.48
| FY 2005: $10,549,206.27
EY:2006; ‘- $57,468,523.49 - i
FY 2007: $7,063,674.63
.1 FY 2008: $11,555,099.52
FY 2009: . $1,880,238.23 .
o - {1 Total:  $108,905,042.42"
EL@LEAAquisiﬁon Approvals o
FY 2000s 1 FWS - . | NP8 ES -
1 EY 2007. . SIOJISO 000 $1; 780 000 : -'-32,600 000 $3,500,000
- | FY 2008 $16,473,000 30 180 $13,086,950
1.FY¥.2009 $5,935,000... $3QQ 000 . 151,080, 000 $1,665,250 . ..
FY 2010 $14,335,000 $502,0 $502,000 [ $0 : .$10,357,0600
"Pending Secretarial Approval - . '

12
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. Attachment 3
. Conservation Designations: '
Introduced and Expected Wilderness and National Conservation Area Leglslatxon .

N

El Rw Grande Del Norte, MW
On April 23rd, 2009, Senator Jeff Bmgaman mu'oduced leglslanonthag ‘would protect more than
300,000 acres of wild public land in northemn New Mexico. The bill is cosponsored by Senator
Tom Udall. $.874, the “Bl Rio Grande del Norte National Conserva&on Area Establishment Act
would protect appxoxunaiely 235,980 acres of BLM-managed public land. On June 17, 2009,
. Deputy Assgistant Secretary for Land and Minerals Managemem Ned Farquhar testified before
‘the Senaté Energy and Natural Resources Commiftee in support of S.874. Creation of the
National Conservation Area and Wildemness areas would give local communities a natural .
" aftraction and resources to use as part of a lorig-term sustainable economic deve!opment plan.
The area is also the Rio Grande Migratory Flyway — one of the great migratory routes in the
woﬂd. Exgles, falcons and hawks’ makethe basalt Walls of thie Gorge their nestmg homes.

Go!d Butte, NV ' ‘ - '
Northeast of Las Vegas, Gold Butte is nemed for a hxstonc mmmg town and tcnt city of 1,000

e miners in the early 1960°s.-Gold Butte is much more than remnants of early mining. It is 360,000 -

acres of rugged mountains, Joshua tree and Mojave yucca forests, outcroppings of sandstone, and

" braided washesshet turp:inte slet canyons, -Gold-Batte is important to numerons-wildlife spacies, . ...
. including desert tortoise, desert bighorn sheep, the banded Gila monster, great homed owls and a
great variety of reptiles, binds and mammals: Gold Butte has abundant.archaeological, TESQUICESy ... - -
including rock art, caves, agave roasting.pits and camp sites dating back at least 3,000 years, ‘and -
notsble historical resources that deserve conservation, including Spanish arid pioneer mining.
~ camps dating back to the 1700s. Legislation was mu'oduced in the 110th Congress by
_: Representative Shelley Berkley and sxmﬂar legmlat:on ma.y be mtrod.uced later this year.

Or,ggn Maumams and adjacent WzIdemass NM L
Senator Bmgaman has been working with commumty leaders and individunals in Dofia Ana.
County in Southern New Mexico have endorsed a plan to protest 330,000 acres as wilderness

" and another 100,000 as 2 National Conservation Area in New Mexico’s Organ Mountains. The

mountains are home to-a variety of grasses, mixed desert shrubs, pifion-j Jumpcr woodland, mixed
nidiftaii shrubs, and ponderosa pines. -One of the steepest mountain ranges in the West, the oo
Organ Mountams encompass extremely rugged tenam w1th steep-sxded crevices, canyons, and

s

John Day Basin, OR o o
The 500 mlle—long John Day is the second longmt ﬁec-ﬂowmg river in the lower 48 states. The :
river is pnme habxtat fbr wild: sveelhead, Clnncao!e sa}rnon, and biill and west slope cuithroat trogt - - - -
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(all protected under the Endangered Species Act) In March 2009, a  bill sponsored by Senator
*© "Row'Wyden passed Congress thiit establiShes 10,000 atres of trew wilderness in the Spririg Busii’
area of the John Day. There is potential for significant additional public land designations along
* this river, which would enthante recreational activities, a5 well as enhance habitat for one of the
last strongholds for wild salmon and steelhead in the lower 48 states.

Dolores River Basm, CO ‘

- The Dolmesmmswne afAmema s-pramer wxld river canyonswn thecast sidppftha -
Colorado Plateau. The spectacular scenic landscape hosts remote wilderness, sheer-walled
canyons,.and magaificent standsof eld‘,gmwﬂa ponderosa pine. . Thesp.is potential for up.to. .
500,000 acres of protected public lands in this river basin. In July 2009, Representative J ohn

. Salazar unveiled.a proposal.to establish more than 63,000 acres of wilderness and special
managementareasmtheheadwaters oftlusbasm B ‘

' Hidden Genis o)

... Support is being developed for leg1$1anon in north-ccntral Colorado that would contain more

" thish 400,000 acres of Forest Service and BLM wildernéss,” 'I'hc ‘areas are contamed within Rep.
) .Pohs s (‘D-CO) end Rep. Salazar's (D-CO) dxstncts S

Mojave Desert/Sand to Snow, CA : ' ’

Located in the southern California Desert, thxs area inoludes desert tortoise habitat, critical
wildlife corridors and pristine desert landscapes that have captured the imagination of Americans
for decades. Senator Dianne Feitistein plins to introduce the California Desert Conservation end
-Recreation Act to creste two new Nauonal Monuments and RUMETOns mldemess dcs:gnatwns

San Diego County W‘Idemess, C.'A -

This legislation wauld add-additional a¢reage to the Beauty Mountam ledmss Aresin San
- Diego County, designated in the Ommnibus Pubhc Land Management Act. Leglslatxon may be
- introduced &his fall. ~ - - o

Ufah Wilderness ) .
Following the success of the Washmgton County, UT leglslatxon (as part of the Ommnibus Public
.Land Act), several Utah gounties including Emery, Grand, Wayne, Beaver, and Piute, have ‘
expressed interest in wilderness legislation. ' No county has dcve]opcd legistation to date, ‘but one
. Or mpre may be dev¢lgped in the 111th: Congwss :

% -
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| Attachment 4
Prospective Conservation Designaﬁon' ‘
National Monument Designatmns nnder the Antiquities Act

Many natlonally significant Iandscapes are worthy of mcluswn in the NLCS. The areas hsted
below may be good candidates for National Monument- designation under the Antiquities Act;
however, further evaluations should be completed prior to any ﬁnal declsmn, including an
assessment of pubhc and Congresswnal suppon ' .

San Raﬁzei Swell ur

Located in South-Central Utah, the San Rafael Swell isa7s by 40 mile giant dome made of
sandstone, shale and limestone — one of the most spectacular dxsplays of geology in the country.
The Swell is surrounded by canyons, gorges, mesas and buttes, and is home to eight rare plant
species, desert big horns, coyotes, bobcats, cottontail rabbits, badgers, gray and kit fox, and the
golden eagle. Visitors to the area can find ancient Indian rock art and exploxe a landscape w1th '
geographic features resembling those found on Mars. :

- Montana's Northern Prairie, MT . -
The Northem Montana Prairie contains some of the largcst unplowed areas of grasslands in the
- world and some of best habitat regions in all the Great Plains. Unfortunately, we are losing our
grasslands and northern prairies at alarming rates, and few opportunities exist to conserve
- grassland ecosystems and their native biota.on large scales. If protected, Montana’s Northem
" Prairic would connect more than 2.5 million acres of protected grasslands bordering Bitter Creck
. Wildemess Study Area and Grasslands National Park in'Canada. This cross-boundary ,
. conservation unit would provide an opportunity to restore ‘prairie wildlife and the possibility of
establishing a new national bison rarige: This landscape conservation opportunity would require
conservation easemmts wﬂlmg seller. acqmsmons, and \mthdrawal ﬁ'om the public domain.

Lesser Prairie Chicken Preserve, NM -
This 58,000-acre Presetve is prime habltat for both the lesser praitie chicken and the sand dune
lizard. This area of sand dunes and tall bluestem grasses is ideal habitat for both species. The
Preserve contains more than 30 percent of the occupied lesser prairie chicken habitat in. '
southeastern New Mexico. Recent monitoring of the areaiconcluded that this habitat is in good -

to excellent condition. Protection of this area offers the best opportumty to avmd the necessity
* of listing either of these spec1es as threatened or cndangered

Berryessa Sriow Mountaws cd. - RN T

Thepublic lands of the Berryessa | Snow Mountmn region stretch from the lowlands of Putsh
Creek below Lake Berryessa, across remote stretches of Cache Creek, and up to the pegks of
Goat Mountain and Snow Mountain. This vast expanse-—nearly 500,000 acres in the wild heart
of California’s inner Coast Ranges — provzdes habitat and critical long-term movement .
comidors for many species of wildlifé and an unusually rich part of the Cahforma Floristic - .

Provmce, a biological hotspot of global unportancc

i
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Heart of the Great Basin, NV : Co ‘

The Heart of the Great Basin contains Nevadas wild heart — & global!y unique assemblage of

~ cultural, wildlife, and historical values. Here, Toiyabe, Toqmma., and Monitor peaks tower to
12,000 feet. Thousands of petroglyphs and stone artifacts provide insight to the area's .
inhabitants from as long as 12,000 years ago. The region contains varied ecosystems mcludmg
alpine tundra, rushing crecks, aspen groves, ¢ and high desert sage grouse habitat. The area is also
& center of climate change scientific research, (e.g., Great Basin Pika is a keystone species for

_climate research), and one of North America's least apprecxated wildland mosaics..

Otero Mesa, NM T '
" Stretching over 1.2 mﬂhon acres, Otero Mesa is home to more than 1,000 nauve wxldllfe species,

including black-tailed prairie dogs, mountain lions, desert mule deer, arid the only genetically

- pure herd of pronghom antelopé in New Mexico. These vast desert grasslands of Otero Mesa,
once found throughout the region, have disappeared or been reduced to small patches unable to
support native wildlife. Otero Mesa is one of the last remaxmng vesuges of grasslands —

- America’s most endangered ecosystem

Northwest Sonoran Desert, AZ RO :
" The Sonoran Desert is the most bxologmally dtvetse of all North American deserts T&us area

west of Phoenix is largely remoté and undeveloped, with a high contentration of pristine desert
wildemness landscapes. There is potent:al for up to 500 000 acres ‘of new wilderness and N
National Conservation Area desxguauons . '

Owyhee Desert, OR/NV . B

- Last year, Congress protected a s1gmﬁcant portlon of the Owyhee Canyonlands reglon in Idaho,
However, a significant portion of the Owyhee region in Oregon and Nevada remains
uhpmtectei The Owyhee Desert is one of the most remote areas in the continental United -
States, characterized by juniper covered deserts, natural arches, mountains and encient lava
flows. The many branching forks of the Owyhee River form deep, sheer-walled canyons
between desert wilderness and entice river runners from around the Nation. The Owyhees are
home to the world’s largest herd of Ca]xfonna blghorn sheep, elk, deer, cougar, Redband’ trout,
sage-grouse and raptors. oy ‘

Cascade—Slskzyau National Monument CA (ezpanswn)

In 2000, Cascade-Siskiyou National Monument was estabhshed to protect the extraordinary
biodiversity and vegetation found in southwestern Qregon. - Unfortunately, because of political
constraints, the Monument’s southem boundary was artificially established at the California
State line. Therefore, the Monument does not include the ecologically important Klamath River
tributaries and cuts out sections of i important eco-regions from protection. Connectmty of
landscapes is essential to protect and maintain hcalthy wildlife populations especially in the face

of global chmate chauge In addmon, thls expanszon could connect Cascade—sthyou w1th the

conszderanon
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Vermzllzon Basin, CO ' '

The Vermillion Basin, located in northwest Colorado, isa mgged and wﬂd landscape containing -
swee-pmg sagebrush basins, ancient petroglyph-ﬁ]lgd canyons and whitewater rivers. Besides its

scenic qualities, the basin is a critical migration corridor and winter ground for big game specxes

such as elk, mule deer and pronghom; in addition to being vital sage grouse habitat. This unique
high desert basin i is currently under threat of oil and gas developmmt, which will forever alter
the regwn. .

Bodie Hilzs CA ’

The remote Bodie Hills, located in the eastern Swrra chada, provide habltat for the imperiled
sage grouse and the iconic pronghorn antelope, rare in California. The ghost town of Bodic State
Historic Park, managed by the State of California, lies at the center of the Bodie Hills, Bodie

State Historic Park is known as the best preserved ghost town in the West and receives several
hundred thousand visits annually Numerous gold mining operations have béen proposed in the
Bodies, and a new proposal is pending. Bodie Hills pravides an oppartunity to link both
ecofourism 'md cultural fourism provldmg bcneﬁts to the smmundmg commumtwa

' TheModocPlaz‘eau.CA : g ER -
Tucked away in Californja’s northeast comer, the Modoc Platean contams some of the State’s

most spectacular and remote lands. This wild and largely undiscovered region features an array
‘of natural riches: unbroken-vistas, abundant wildlife, and millions of acres of intact, yndisturbed
landscapes. Spanning close to three million acres of public land that is laden with biological ; and
archeological treasures, the Modoc Platean is one of the State’s most important natural .
landscapes. The crown jewel of these ‘aread — the Skedaddle Mountsins — covers close to a half-
million acres in California and Nevada.. The Cahfomza portxon alone is the second largm A
unprotected wilderness ared in the state ‘

Cedar Mesa. regzon, ur
For more than 12,000 years, generatxons of families from Paleo-Indian big game hunters to
_ Mormon settlers traveled to the area now within southeastern Uteh’s Cedar Mesa region. Their
stories are now buried among the area’s estimated hundreds of thousands of prehistoric and
historic sites. Cedar Mesa also contains thousands of largely intact cliff dwellings and open-air
sites built between A.D. 750 and 1300 by later prehxstonc fatmers known as the Ancestra]
"Puebloans or Anasazi.

~ San Juan Islands, WA
This cluster of hundreds of islands along the Natlon s northem bomder contains a wealth of
resources. The deep channels between islands and placid, recf-studded bays are home to myriad
marine species and support major migratory routes for Orcas. The islands contain healthy pine
and ﬁr forests whxch protect a wide vanety of wildlife species. The outstanding scenery and a
g grse reéreation opportunities. This area also supports sailing and

‘sea kayakmg opporuuutles t are umque m the Northwm
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. Attachment 5
Cons ervation Designaﬁons
Areas worthy of protection that are ineligible for Monument Designation and unlfkely to
Teceive legls}ativc protection in the‘near term

Brxstol Bay Region, AK '

Bristol Bay, located in southwest Alaska, is pnstme wild country encompassmg Alaska’s largest
lake, rugged snow-capped peaks and tundra laced with countless winding rivers. Bristol Bay has
been called the world’s greatést salmon fishery, home to the largmt sockeye salmon fisheries and -
one of the largest king salmon runs in the world. The region is also home to caribou, brown and
black bear, moose, sendhill cranes, and mynad migratory birds. Conservationists have expressed
‘that Bristol Bay is threaténed by proposed open pit gold mining, which would forever alter this
pristine and delicate watershed, potentially eocposmg the, salmon and trout habitat to acid mine

dramage

Teshekpulcl,ake AK '

Teshekpuk Lake is & 22-mﬂe wide lake located on the north slope of Alaska. Due to chmate
change and loss of habitat, Teshekpuk Lake has been called one of the most important areas for
. wildlife population survival in the entire Arctic. The Lake and swrounding land is both a
migration and calviiig ground for 46,000 caribou and home to 90,000 summer geese. In
addition, hundreds of species of bxrds mlgrate from suc contments to spend part ofthe year at

Teshekpuk Lake

Red Desert, W}’
The Red Desert’s rich landscape offers spectacular desert structures and wﬂdhfe habxtat The
Desert provides world class pronghorn and elk hunting; the area is home to the largest desert elk
herd in North America and the migration path for 50,000 pronghorn antelope.- Early explorers, -
pioneers, and Mormon settlers used the unique features in'the Red Desert as landmarks to guide
them Westward. The Pony Express Trail traverses the northem section of the Red Desert. One
of the unique features in the Red Desert is Adobe Town, an astonishing and remote set of
badlands and geologlc formations. V1sltors can see fossﬂs of long-extmct mammals, rcpules and
invertebrates. NPE
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.. Attachment6
Cost Estimates: High Priority Laud-Raﬁqnaﬁzaﬂon Efforts

: ( ) Checkerboard Cousolzdatzon -
The BLM proposes a program of land consolidation for 1ts checkerboarded lands, parucularly in

. Nevada, Oregon, California, Wyonnng, and Utah.

Cost esﬂmate. The BLM esnmates this mltlative could be. accomplished, where consistent with

BLM land-use plans and in"dreas where there is a willing seller, over the next 10 years at an

annual expenditure of approximately $5 million. Conversely, the BLM may use land exchenges

- or sales to dispose of lands within checkerboard areas consistent with' land use plans as it
_ attempts to meet our managernent goals for 8 speclﬁc ared or reglon.

(i1} Alpine Ib‘iangle, co . ' ‘

- The Alpine Triangle contains & dramatic, high elcvanon, alpme tundra ccosystem unusnal for
BLM land. This wild area contains about 25,000 acres of patented mining claims that could be
used to support backcountry cabins and second home development, which would threaten the
landscape. Pursuing acqmsxuon of environmentally sensitive lands here would help consolidate

* BLM land ownexshlp in this nearly 200 000-acre block of mgh value conscrvauon land. :

Cost esﬁmate BLM estimates that there are. appmnmatcly 2,400 patcnted mxll sites
and mining claims totaling roughly 25,000 acres. Recent Forest Service scquisitions of similarly
situated groups of patented mining claims in the area were purchased for spproximately $1,400
per acre. A 2008 formal appraisal for a BLM land exchange involving a small number of -
patented mmmg claims within the Triangle estimated the claims to be worth $1,700 per acre.
Therefore using an average estimiated value of $1,500 per-acre, the total dollar amount to acquire
the 25,000 acres would be about $37.5 million. This management garea also includes some Forest
Sexvice Land; however, the BLM counted only patented mining claims that would fall under
BLM jurisdiction if acquired. .Careful analysis' would bexrequu'ed because some claims are
known to be contammated, whwh would affect BLM's. ablhty 10-acquire the properties. :

(i u)Uppeer'.s'soun szer MT

'I'hls project is located from Fort Benton dowustream to the Fort Peck Dam, ak.a. “Fort to Fort,”
on the main stem of the Missouri river, along the Upper Missouri National Wild and Scenic
River and Missouri Breaks National Monument, and inclading the Charles M. Russell National
Wildlife Refuge. The stretch features 2 small number of very large privately owned ranches with
river &ontage, such as the PN Ranch:along the Judith Rivér and nearby ABN Ranch. Conserving
thése private ranches would benefit the Lewis and. Clark Naiwnal Historic Trail, the excepuonal
scenery along the area, and important \mldhfe habitat. =+

Cas:

fand are comnion. For the 80 000 acres of }nholdlngs, that ‘would make the cost o acqmrm
inholdings roughly $24 million. This would not include improvements such as houses and
outbwldmgs, and would not necessanly include mmeral Tights or existing leases. The State of
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Montana has also mdwated a des:re to d:vest itself of 39 000 acres of inholdings in the same
area. , N 2

(iv)onneer Range, ID -~ '
Roughly 140,000 acres of private lands prov1de a crmcal fiéxus between low-elevation BLM
land in the Craters of the Moon Netiona] Monument and high-elevation Forest Service lands in
this region.. Only about 7 percent-of these lands have been protected from deveIOpment by
conservation easements to date. Local landowners are working with conservation groups in the .

' Pxoneers Conservauon Alhance to protect this unportant landscape.

Cost Estimate: Costs per acre in the Pioncer Range area vary wndely, from $1, 000 to
$20,000 per acre. Total costs would depend on the locatlon of wxlling sellers.

(v) Jokn Day River, OR

" This initiative would consolidate BLM land of the John Day Wild and Scenic River in Oregon

benefitting salmon recovery -and a.llowmg for more effecnve management of recreation along this
highly scenic and’ popular river, 5 .

Cost estimate: To consohdatc BLM lands w:thm a quarter mile of the currently

_ designated sections of the John Day Wild end Scenic River, it would cost appmxmately $67

million, working with willing sellers Th1s rough wtunalc dom not factor in State and Forest

Service ownership.

(vi}) Upper Green River Valley, WY - Wyommg Range fo Wind szer Range
This initiative would focus on conservmg large private ranches that are located at the base of the

" Wyoming and Wind River Ranges ifi the Upper Green Rwer Valley to benefit sage grouse, big

game species and the path of the pronghom antelope.

Cost estimate: The BLM. the State - of Wyommg, Conscrvauon Fund, Jonah
Interagency Office, Green River Valley Land Trust, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Wyoming
Wildlife Foundation, the Bridger Teton Nationdl Forest,- and a host ‘of other private/public
partnerships are all working cooperatively in the area between the Wyoming Range and .the
Wind River Range to provide big game migratory corridors and wildlife habitat improvement
through easements and landscape level improvement projects. These cooperatlve efforts pay big
dividends to the State, Federal and private partners involved by increasing individual ownmh.tp
and responsibility for pro;ects, and decreasmg cost and burden to Federal and State govemmeuts '

) To acquire land, property values are vanable based on Iocatzon, features, acoesslavmlablhty of -

water, elevation, and real improvements. In order to have an accurate portrayal of costs, serious
appraisal work would be reqiiired. With that in mind, a prehmmary estimate of a pnvaie lend
purchase in the area may be calculated as’ follows U

Field Office Total (all ownerships) =~ = 1,618, 140 acres

State & Private land: : O /A 210 acres (nearly a quarter of the field office
. ..area, from the Wyoming Range to the Wmd

. ,vaer Mountmns) .
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Average asking price per acre: L $6,000.00 -
Total: oL 2,383,260, 000

: (vii) Natzonal Historic and .S'cenic Trails (mulziple States) .

‘This initiative would explore acquisition of key historic pmpernes along National I-hstonc Trails
. (NHTs). Willing land owners and local, State and Federal agencies work with the BLM on land
acquisition, exchanges, sales, eascments, ‘and cooperative agreemcnts providing public access |
along missing segments of national scenic ‘trails, and protectlon for critically lmporta.nt historic
~ sites, segments, and settmgs along: nauonal hsstonc tmﬂs ;

Cost Esﬁmate Under the Secretary ] Treasured Landscape initiative, the BLM would
focus over the next 10 years on connecting critical scenic trail segments and the associated trail
qualities, and properties that are key to the story of Westem settlement and the associated diverse
American cultures — including the Hispanic trails in the southwest, the journey of Lewis and
Clark, the Nez Perce flight, emigrant travels West, Pony Express sites, and the Iditarod Trail
between native Alaskan villages. An estimated $7 million per-year would provide a substantial
base for an aggressive willirig seller program along the BLM's National Scenic and Historic

Trails.
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