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Thank you for your letters dated July 21, 2000 and August
22, 2000, regarding the issue of drinking water contamination at
Camp Lejeuns, North Carelina. I regret that it has taken me so _
long te yespond to your letter, but I needed to take that time to
conduct my own ingquiries inte this matter. '

Based on my review. it is evident that in the early 19880's
the groundwater and two drinking watex distributien systems at
Marine Corps Base (MCB) Camp lejeune were determined to contain
compounds that Were used in dry cleaning and ‘degreasihg
operations. These compeunds, known as volatile organic compounds
(VOCs), censisted primarily of trichlorvethylene (TCE) and itse
breakdown producta dichloroethyleps (DCE) and tetrachlarcethylene
(PCE) . The Mavy ig not certain when the drinking water Bystems
first Dbecame oentaminated with these compounds, however, by
February 1985, all contaminated drinking water wells (12) had
been located and shut down. The contaminated wells have not been
used since. _

One source of the groundwater contawination (primarily PCR)
was & private, off-bame Ary cleaning business, ABRC Cleaners.
Selvents migrated from ABC Cleaners euto MCB Cawp Lejeune and
contaminated two drinking water walle that provided water to
residents of the Tarawa Texzace Housing area. ABC was liasted on
the Envirenmental Protection Agency (BPA) Natiomal Priorities
List (NPL) im 1509, and is currently being cleaned up by EPa,
Region 1V. _

In 1983, MCB Camp Lejsune conducted an initial a=sesmment of
potentially contaminated areas on base. As a result of the
agpesament, the EPA listed Camp Lejeune om the NPL in 1988%8. In
1351, the MCB Camp Lejeune sotered into & Federal rFacilitiesg
Agxeement (FFA) with BPA Region IV, and the North Carolina
Department of Environmental and Natural Resouzoea, whish included
schedules and milestones for cleanup of the contaminated sites.
Since that time, MCB Camp Lajeune has cantinued to conduct
envirenmental investigations and eleanup pursvant to the FFA and
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the Department of the Navy Installation Restoration Program.
Currently, five groundwatex c¢leanup systems are operating
throughout Camp lejeune to zemove VOCz from water sources.
Moraover, the water scurces on base are regularly tested in
ageordance with federal and state regulations, and consistent
with existing safety standards. a complete administrative record
of thg ¢leanup actions taken at the base car be reviewed on-line
at: hten;//www. bakezanv.com/campleieygs/.

In order to be respensive to your original inguiry, I would
like to provide you with an overview of some of the details that
you may find at the on-line address provided above. Paat
maintenance and degreasing operations on MCB Camp Lejeune
resulted in sclvents migrating into some of the water wells that
supplied the Hadnet Point Drinking Water Distribution System,
which provided drinking water te the Hoegpital Point Housing area
and Hadnot Poimt Industrial arvea. The family housing areas
gerved by the Holcomb Boulevaiyd Water Distribution System may
have alsc been expased to VOC contamination as a result of an
emargency oconnection té the Hadnot Point Watey Treatment Plant.
During the 12 days that the Holeomb Boulevard Distribution System
wae connected te the Hadnot Peint Water Treatment Plant,
residents of the Paradise Point, Watkins village, Rerkeley Manox,
and Midway Park housing areas were potentially exposed to VOC
contamination.

. The Hplcomb Boulevard Water Distribution System was not
censtrugted until the early 1570's. Priocr to that time, family
housing areas currcntly served by the Holcomb Boulevard system
{including Paradise Point, Watkins Village, and Berkley Manor)
were satved by the Hadnot Point Water Distribution Systemn,
however, it is not clear when the Hadnot Point Water Distribution
System firet became contaminated. As a result, the Navy has not
been able to definitively datermine the durxation of exposure to
VOC centamination within the above refersnced family housing

arLas,

In January 1985, dissel fuel from an underground storage
tank leaked into the groundwater and Holcomb Boulavard watex
supply. The undexground storage tank site is currently being
¢leaned up under the Underground Staragc Tank Pregram through the
use of air sparging/soil vaper extracticn system,

As reQuired by federal anvirenmental law, the Agency for
Toxie Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR) initiated in 1821
the Public Health Agsessment (PHA), V.§. Marine Corps Camp
Lejeune (August <, 1987, CERCIE # NC6170022580). The PEA is
available at the following on-line address: htep://www atsdr.

a C The purpose ©f the PHA is to evaluate potential
public health impacts that may have resulted from possible
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eXposlXes Lo envirommental conditions at the base. Baaed on
preliminary findings in the PHA, in 1955 ATSDR inieiared data
collestion for s separate study to examine VOCe in drimking water
and birth cutcomes. They published ap interim repert of the
study’s findings prior to completing the PHA. Both the PHA and
the Volarile Oxganic Campounds in Drinking Water and Adverse
Pregmancy Cutcome (NTIE Publication # PBES8-156540. August 1998)
raporte contained the following conclusions regarding potential
health affeects at MCB Camp lejeune: (1) thers ig not an
increased risk of cancer in adults based on estimated exposure
levels; (2) cancercus health cffects in children ave wlikely,
but mora infermation would be necessary to rule it out, and the
¢ileCts on fetuses was not been svaluated; (3) there may be an
asmociation betwsen expesure to VOCg in dyinking water and
adverse pregnanay outcomss related to birth weight and gestation
period, but ATSDR cautioned that the results need cautious _
interpretation; and (4) ATSDR did not aceount for important
confounding factors such as maternal smoking or maternal alcchol
use, and other vayiable such ag maternal height, weight, diet,
race, or conmon digeases.

Based on a demire for furthex informatien, ATSDR initiated a
telephone Health Survey im September 1999, to determina if there
iz sufficient data &vailable to eonduct a study on the
asgsociation between childhrosd illness and expasure to solvent-
contaminated water at MCE Camp Lejeune. The survay group
consigte of 16,500 women who either cenceived or gave birth at
Canp Lejeune from 1968 to 1986, and may have been exposad to
solvent-contaminated drinking water. Eighty percent (12,100) of
these women must regpond in order fox a statistically valid study
to be ¢onducted. To date, appreximately 6,000 women have
responded and further inguiries have been complicated by the
inabllity to locate the remaining candidates, The Navy is
working with ATSDR to develop a credible actien plan to find
other likely candldates for the survey.

several ¢laims were filed after ATSPR initiated the MCH Cawmp

Lejeune Health Burvey. As of September 5, 2000, 17 claims were
filed under the Federal Toxts Claims Act related to past drinking
water contaminatiom at the MCB Camp lLejeune: (1) 11 claims allege
adverse health effects related to a child conceived or born at
the base; and (2) 6 claims are on behalf of adults claiming
adverse health effeats due to sxposure to contaminated drinking
water while atationed or living at the base. Threc of the alaime
filed by adults seeking compensatisn for alleged adverse health

" effects were deniled under Feres v. United Jtates, 340 VU.S. 135
(1350), The Peres doctrine bars claimz under the Federal Torts
Claimg Act if initiated by current or former service membars
alleging injuries that oecurred incident te theix active duty
service. The denied claimants were serving om metive duty in the
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U.8. Marine Corps when they lived at MCE Camp Lejeune and thus
are barred by Feres. However, the Feres deoctrine dees not affect
any other military or veterans benefits to which a service member
may be entitled. The remainder of the elaims are pending yeview
by the Office of the Judge Advocate General of the Wavy, Claims,
Inveatigations, and Tort Litigation Branch.

Baged on ny examination of the Navy’‘s response to water
contamination and the related claime at MCB Camp Lejeunec, there
doss not appear to be any need for action by the Committee at
this time. Altheugh I can appreciate your frustration with the
protracted nature of the cleanup and other related studies, thess
activities typicelly involve extensive invegtmente of resources
and time. .

I appreciate your continuing interest in the water _
contamination issues at MCB Camp Lejeune, and I hope that you
find my rssponse to your inquiries helpful. In addition, it is
my awvpectation that the on-line addresses provided earlier in
this letter will asgist you in some of the future inguiries you

may have on this subject.
With kind regards, I am

sincerely,
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