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Environmental Impact Statement
Proposed Expansion of /4CB Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (BEIS) far a

proposed land acquisition for expansion of Marine Corps Base, Camp Lejeune, Onslow County,
North Carolina.

Pursnant to Section 102(2) (C) of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969,
Council on Envirunmental Quality Guidelines (40 CFR Part 1500), the Department of the Navy
(DON), U.S. Marine Corps is preparing a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for
the proposed expansion of Marine Corps Base Camp Lejune.

l)nring development of the current Master Plan, the need for Increased training area
resulted in development of a separate report entitled "Special Training Analysis, Camp
l,ejeune, NC". This report Identified a need for additional lund maneuver area and llve
fire weapons ranges to meet current tralnlog requirements. In 1987 Ilcadquarters Marine

Corps (IIQbiC) prepared a Land and Training Area Requirements Study (I,ATAR) hlch
addressed the need for increased range and maneuver area. During the in|erim, in the late
spring of 1986, the International Paper Company advised the Base Commander of a

willingness to sell a large parcel adjacent to the Base.

The geographic extent of the Marine Corps Base Camp I,eJeune has remained virtually
uncbanged since its establishment in 1941. The Mariue Corps’ organization, mission,
doctrine, and equipment, however, has continued to evolve ith technological develupments.
This has resnlted in changes In the structure of the Corps and develupment of new warfare
tactics. ’l’besc factors, coupled with increased firepnwer and mobility, have created
demands for additional training land that currently are being partially met by utilizing
other Department t;f Defense, Federal, and State lands for some training evolutions.

The purpose of the proposal is to provide more realistic training iu modern warfare
tactics.

The proposed area being considered for acquisition generally lies north of Holly
Ridge and is bounded by US 17 and NC50 on the east and west and state roads II04, 1105,
1107, attd 1119 ou the nt,rth. While International Paper Company (IPC) owns most of the
acreage, there are over 100 private land holdings on the periphery within the IPC
parcel that also tinder consideration for potential purchase.

Majur considerations of the DEIS will include evaluations of noise, wetlands
impacts, land use and necessary air space restrictions for artillery weapons firing.
IIowever, ful range of environmental, social and economic Issues will be evaluated
inclnding mitigation of potential adverse impacts, to include avoidance of specific
impacts where possible.

Public scoplng is being conducted, to identify specific elements of the DEIS
evaluation process in general, and to solicit assistance from public and private entitles,
attd individuals. Souping was initiated on 20 Novembr by letter to potentially affected
entities advising of the proposed action and that public scoping meetings would be held in
the Jacksonville, North Carolina vicinity on Sunday, 13 December 1987 at 3:00 p.m. in the
gymnasium at the Rifle Range, Building RRS, located uff NC 210 between U.S. 17 and NC 172;
and in Raleigh, NarLh Carolina on Monday, 14 December 1987 at 2:00 p.m. ia the attditorinm
of tim North Carolina Department of Transportation Building. In addition, informal

souping foraam slay be held In January 1988, in the vicinity of tlolly Ridge, Ilaws Run

other lucations shuuld citizen interest dictate.

’rim Marine Corps wishes to ensure that all ln[erested parties have the opportunity
to focus the environmental analysis. Therefore, the scoping record will remain open and
comments will be received until 30 January 198.8. Individuals, agencies, and public
priwlte urganlzatioas and citizens are encouraged tu support the scoping process by
commenting in writing and/or participating in Ibe souping meetings, lnpnt data,
information, comment, and qnestlons should be directed to:

Major Stuart Wagner, USMC
Joint Pnbllc Affairs Officer
Marine Corps Base
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina
(919} 451 5100

28542-5201

When Ihc l)l’:lg is completed, a public notice of its availability will be made which
will reqnest review and comment by all Interested parties. A Final Environmental latpact
Staemeat (FEIS) will then be prepared to respond to tbc review comments.
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I1.

TOPICAL ELEMENTS OUTLINE
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

PROJEC’r DESCRIPTION
A. P)’opose(t Act:ion
B. Ptrpose and Need

1. Training Elements
2. Operational E]ements

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
A. Nat:ural Environment

I. Climate
2. Topography and Geology
3. Soils
4. hip Qual i t.y
5. Noise
6 HydPol ogy
7 Water Quality
8 Wetland Biotic Commmities

a, Vegetal ion
h. Wildl ife

9 Up] and Biot (: Commun ties
a. Vegetat ion
b. Wi]dlife

Socit) RCOlIOlI|ju

2. Latl(I Use
3, Traffic and C.ivculation

a. Vehicular TPaffic
b. Ail’ Tr’aff’.ic

5. Cll] t/ll’a kestmPces

I,ANI) IU-E ELA1 IONSII[PS
A. Conf’ol’mit.y oP Conl’licl with Ot.h(r. Lalld Use P]aIs,

Poi ici-,, oc COIltPo]5
I. Cal"li(.:ls a.ad/ov ln(:onsJstenl I,aml Use P]



IV. PROBABLE IblPACTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION ON THE ENVIRONblENT
A. Impacts on the Natural Environment

Soils and Erosion
Air Quality
Noise
Hydrology
Water Quality
Hiotic Ct)mmunities

Impacts on the Man-Made EnviPonment
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Soc, i<>-economic Conditi
Land Use
Traffic and Circulation
a. Vehicles
b. Aircraft
Utilities
Cultural Resources

ALTERNATIVES TO THE PROPOSED ACTION
[Includes Probable Impacts for Each Alternative as in IV.A. am] I.]
A. No Action No Expansion of Tra.ining Are-as
B. Realign and odify Activities on CB Camp Le.jeune
C. Acquire Non--adjacent Nearby Areas
D. Acquire Non-adjacent Remote Areas
E. Relocate MCB Camp Lejeune

VI. PROBABI,I,; ADVERSE EFFECTS WttICtt CANNOT BE AVOII)EI)
A. Adverse and Unavoidable Effects
B. Nitigation of Adverse Impacts

VII. RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERN USES OF MAN’S ENV[RI)NMEN’]’
AND THE AINTENANCE AND ENIIANCEMENT f)F LON(;-q’ER PR()I)II(71’IVITV

VIII. IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENTS OF RESOUR.;ES

IX. OTHER INTERESTS AN[) CONSII)ERATIf)NS OF FEI)ERA[, P()l,fCY ’Ftt,’.T CH,’FSI<T FIlE
ADVERSE ENVIRONblENTAL EFFECTS OF THE PROPOSED ACTION.
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F IEI,I) SAMPI,IN(;

DATA COMPILA’FION AND ANALYSIS

DRAFT EIS

REVIEW PROCESS

t"INAI,

Dec 87 ,Jan 88

Nov 87 .Jan 88

Nov 87 April 88

Dec 87 Apt’i] 88

July 88

Aug 88 Nov 88

Dec: 88

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

CONTACT

Major Sl:nart: Wngner, IJSMC
Jo:int Pub] i: N:q"a:i.s Off:ice.r
Mat’ine Cot’ps Base
Oamp I,ejeum-. Nor. l.h (;arl:ina

(919) 451N 5)(.0

28542.-52()



Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

UNITED-STATES MARINE CORPS
Marine Corps Base

28542-5001

11011/2
FAC
NOV 19B7

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

Subj: LAND ACQUISITION ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT: INITIAL
PROJECT MEETING DTD 26 OCTOBER 1987

i. Representatives attended from LANTDIV (Code 09P) Coastal
Zone Resources, Incorporated (CZR) AC/S, Training and Operations;
AC/S, Facilities; BBN Laboratories, Incorporated; JPAO; SJA.

2. CZR introduced the project and described key issues that they
feel should be addressed. Initial work to be done includes
reviewing existing documentation, preparing for the scoping
workshops to obtain public and agency input into the EIS process,
and providing a notification of the dates and times of the scoping
events. A mail out scoping notice will be distributed beginning
2-6 November. A series of meetings is scheduled in the local area
extending through 15 December 1987 (attachment 1 contains the
scoping dates). CZR will resubmit a formal scoping document by 29
January 1988.

3. CZR also addressed five major issues to be discussed in the
EIS: Land Acquisition taking issue, air space, noise, wetlands
and threatened/endangered species. An additional review of the
air space issues was scheduled for 28 October between CZR, Base
and COMCABEAST staff. Mr. Sanderson, a North Carolina aviation
official, also visited for an initial briefing on the project
later that day.

4. Base staff emphasized to CZR one of the major issues will
involve the individual landowners. A concerted effort will be
made-to keep the landowners informed of project developments and
to provide them information regarding the acquisition process. CZR
indicated that the State of North Carolina was willing to discuss
the air space issues and officials they had approached on the
subject had not taken a negative position upfront.

5. The wetlands issues appears to be a major issue according to
CZR. They feel that the existing wetlands of the Sandy Run area
are already heavily impacted. CZR is interested in looking at the
impacts of developing training facilities early in the EIS
process. Endangered species seems to be less of a significant
issue. Our concerns are that failure to properly address
endangered species may be used as a tool for opponents of the
acquisition to delay or stop the project.





Subj: LAND ACQUISITION ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT:
PROJECT MEETING.DTD 26 OCTOBER 1987

INITIAL

6. The introduction by CZR was then followed by a open
discussion of issues which Base staff feel should be addressed.
Training and Operations asked about the economic issues,
relocation of cemeteries, potential historic sites. Colonel
Speicher reiterated that the primary focus of the project is to
improve capabilities for weapons training vis-a-vis maneuver
training.

7. Due to the likelihood of environmental groups opposing !the
project, we must stress our on-going environmental protection
program and include the estimated cost of implementing the
mitigation efforts in the EIS. Colonel Dalzell indicated that our
response to questions from property owners about future expansions
is that our position is this expansion will accommodate training
beyond the year 2000. No further expansion beyond the proposed
project limits is being considered. The Public Affairs Officer
indicated that most of the inquiries that he has been getting
involve a question from the public, "Will you take care of me?" An
aggressive public information effort is planned.

8. During the discussion of the alternatives, Mr. Hudgens of CZR
indicated he doesn’t feel the relocate alternative is a valid
alternative; however, they will look at it in order to
determine a total magnitude of cost for this option. He feels
that the cost will be enormously high and, thus, not make that
alternative worthy of further study. He indicated their study of
the existing impacts from the environment of Marine Corps
activities at Camp Lejeune would be addressed only in general
terms and there would not be any specific analysis of the
environmental constraints that the Marine Corps is facing at the

present time. CZR remains very interested in documenting the
training requirements, i.e., where track and heavy track vehicles
must run, the type of terrain they require. CZR was advised no
aircraft use of the Sandy Run training area for close air support
is included in the project.

9. CZR plans to have a draft EIS for Marine Corps review during
the summer of 1988. CZR requested assistance from SJA in pro-
viding NEPA guidance as well as in reviewing the "Purpose and
Needs" portion of the DELS.

I0. The potential problem at Camp Davis involving an abandoned
landfill was discussed. LANTDIV suggested the Army may have





Subj: LAND ACQUISITION ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT: INITIAL
PROJECT MEETING DTD 26 OCTOBER 1987

additional data on the existence of any inactive disposal sites.
The railroad right-of-way was reviewed, as to its potential owner-
ship problems and future uses for tactical trails.

Copy to:
AC/S Trng & Ops
SJA
JPAO
NREAD
PWO
FacMgmtD
EnvEngr

T. J. DALZELL
AC/S, Facilities
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DEIS SCOPING DATES

MCB CAMP LEJEUNE

EXPANSION

2 6 November 87: Mail out scoping notice
Local landowners
Local officials
US Congressional members (NC)
NC Legislative members
Special interest groups

9 13 November 87: Federal Register advertisements

30 November 4 December 87: Pre-Scoping Meeting (MCB)

7 -ii December 87: Scoping informal meetings/workshops AREA)

14, 15 December 87: Scoping Meetings (JAX, RDU)

15 January 87: Scopin-coment period closed
29 January 87: Formal scoping dmcument
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