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Black Americans in Congress, 1870–2007

How many African Americans have served in the U.S. 
Congress? How did Reconstruction, the Great Migration, 
and the post–World War II civil rights movement affect black 
Members of Congress? Who was the first African American to 
chair a congressional committee? How did the Congressional 
Black Caucus originate, and how has it evolved? 

These questions and many more are answered in Black 
Americans in Congress, 1870–2007, the most comprehensive 
history available on the 121 African Americans who have served 
in Congress—from Senator Hiram Revels of Mississippi and 
Representative Joseph Rainey of South Carolina in 1870, to the 
freshman Members of the 110th Congress (2007–2009). 

Read about:

• Pioneers who overcame racial barriers, such as Oscar De Priest 
of Illinois, the first African American elected to Congress in 
the 20th century, and Shirley Chisholm of New York, the first 
black Congresswoman

• Masters of institutional politics, such as Augustus “Gus” 
Hawkins of California, Louis Stokes of Ohio, and Julian 
Dixon of California

• Notables such as Civil War hero Robert Smalls of South 
Carolina, civil rights champion Adam Clayton Powell, Jr., of 
New York, and constitutional scholar Barbara Jordan of Texas

• Harold E. Ford, Sr., and Harold E. Ford, Jr., the first African-
American father–son succession in congressional history 

• And many others, such as Robert Elliott of South Carolina, 
who employed his formidable oratorical skills to defend the 
rights of freed slaves during Reconstruction; Edward Brooke 
of Massachusetts, the longest-serving African-American 
Senator; Yvonne Burke of California, the first woman to chair 
the Congressional Black Caucus; and Carol Moseley-Braun  
of Illinois, the first African-American woman Senator
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Written for a general audience, this book contains a profile of 
each African-American Member, researched using primary and 
secondary sources. Former Member profiles are introduced by 
contextual essays that explain major events in congressional and 
U.S. history. Additional artifacts, lesson plans, and interactive 
features are available at http://baic.house.gov. 

Black Americans in Congress also includes:

•  Pictures—including rarely seen historical images—of each 
African American who has served in Congress

• Bibliographies and references to manuscript collections  
for each Member

• Statistical graphs and charts

• Appendices with black Members’ committee assignments; 
African Americans who have chaired committees and 
subcommittees; listings of African Americans in Congress  
by state; the names of Congressional Black Caucus chairs;  
and a synopsis of significant civil rights legislation discussed 
in the text. 

• A comprehensive index

Researched and written by the Office of History and Preservation 
in the Office of the Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives, 
Black Americans in Congress is the second volume among 
four congressionally mandated books about women and 
minorities. The first volume was Women in Congress, 1917–2006 
(Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 2006). Future 
volumes will profile Hispanic Americans and Asian-Pacific 
Islander Americans. Langston, John Mercer. From the Virginia Plantation to the National Capitol

(Hartford, CT: American Publishing Company, 1894)

o n  t h e  c ove r :
One of the preeminent African-American politicians of the 19th century, John Mercer Langston of Virginia was the only black Member  

of Congress to serve in elected office both before and after the Civil War. Langston’s career as a proponent of civil rights, which spanned nearly five decades, 
was capped by his service in the U.S. House (1890–1891).
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Black Americans in Congress
1870–2007

The arrival of Senator Hiram Revels of Mississippi and Representative Joseph Rainey of South Carolina on Capitol Hill in 1870 ranks among 

the great paradoxes in American history; just a decade earlier, these African Americans’ congressional seats were held by southern slave owners. 

Moreover, the U.S. Capitol, where these newest Members of Congress came to work—the center of legislative government, conceived by its 

creators as the “Temple of Liberty”—had been constructed with the help of enslaved laborers. From this beginning, Black Americans in Congress, 

1870–2007 chronicles African Americans’ participation in the federal legislature and their struggle to attain full civil rights. 


