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February 18, 2011

e

Via U.S. Mail and Electronic Mail ¢

The Honorable Shaun Donovan

Secretary

United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
451 Seventh Street, S.W.

Room 10000

Washington, D.C. 20410-1000

Dear Secretary Donovan:

I am interested in obtaining information on certain programs administered by the United States
Department of Housing and Urban Development (“HUD”) and would appreciate your assistance.
HUD provides a number of programs and services that assist individuals in financing, renting,
and maintaining a home. These programs include, but are not limited to:

e Single Family Federal Housing Administration (“FHA™) Insured Mortgage programs,
including: Section 203(b) Insured Mortgage; Section 203(h) Insured Mortgage for Disaster
Victims; Section 255 Home Equity Conversion Mortgage (“HECM™); Section 203(k)
Rehabilitation Mortgage; Energy-Efficient Mortgage Program (“EEM”); Adjustable Rate
Mortgages; Section 248 Indian Reservations and Other Restricted Lands; Indian Home Loan
Guarantee Program (Section 184); Manufactured Home Lot and Combination Loan
Insurance (Title I); Manufactured Home Loan Insurance (Title I); and Title I Home
Improvements.

e Multi-family FHA Insured Mortgage programs, including: Rental Housing (Section 207);
Manufactured Home Parks (Section 207); Cooperative Units (Section 213); Rental Housing
for Urban Renewal and Concentrated Development Areas (Section 220); Rental and
Cooperative Housing (Section 221(d)(3) and (4)); Two-Year Operating Loss Loans (Section
223(d)); Purchase or Refinancing of Existing Multifamily Housing Projects (Section
207/223(f)); Rental Housing for the Elderly (Section 231); Nursing Homes, Board and Care
and Assisted Living Facilities (Section 232/223(f)); Supplemental Loan Insurance for
Multifamily Rental Housing (Section 241(a)); Qualified Participating Entities Risk-Sharing
Program (Section 542(b)); and Housing Finance Agency Risk-Sharing Program (Section
542(c)).

e Hope for Homeowners;

e Healthy Home and Lead Hazard Reduction Program; and



e HUD’s Doctoral Dissertation Research Grant Program.

Please provide the following information for all individuals or entities that received any benefits
from the above listed programs during fiscal years 2007, 2008, 2009, and 2010, who also
reported an adjusted gross income of $1,000,000 or greater: (1) name of recipient or entity;

(2) total adjusted gross income for the year(s) in which the individual or entity received benefits;
(3) name of each program the individual or entity received benefits through; (4) amount of
benefits received from each program; and (5) total amount of benefits received during each year.
This information should be produced in an electronic usable format, such as Microsoft Excel.

Please provide the above information by March 4, 2011. If you have any questions, including

the format in which the information should be produced, please contact |
!, _

Sincerely,

¥ 4
’

yig/,-/{/ 3 “Z,

- —)

Tom Coburn, M.D.
U.S. Senator



US. DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT
WASHINGTON, DC 20410-1000

ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR CONGRESSIONAL
AND INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

The Honorable Tom Coburn
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510-3604

Dear Senator Cobumn:

[ 'am writing in response to your letter to Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
Secretary Shaun Donovan of February 18, 2011. As you are probably aware, although adjusted
gross income data is generally not collected with respect to HUD programs, those programs are
generally targeted at low and moderate income Americans. For example, the latest statistical
information on the HUD user website estimates that the average household income for those
participating in HUD programs as of 2008 was $12, 800. With respect to the specific HUD
activities referenced in your letter:

Single Family Federal Housing Administration (FHA) Insured Mortgage Programs
(including Hope for Homeowners): These FHA programs are not grants or subsidies, but instead
consist of mortgage insurance obtained from FHA by lenders so that borrowers can purchase

houses or refinance loans on their homes; lenders are reimbursed by the borrowers, through the
loan documents, for the mortgage insurance premiums. Congress does not place income limits on
these programs, but instead sets statutory mortgage limits that determine the maximum mortgage
amounts that FHA insures. For example, with respect to the section 203(b) and section 203(k)
programs, beginning in 2008, Congress raised the limit to $729,750 for forward purchase
mortgages and $417,000 for home equity conversion mortgages, which may well have resulted
in an increase in the income of those who have recently participated in these programs; HUD has
recommended that the increase in these limits not be renewed when they expire on September
30, 2011. The adjusted gross income of borrowers is not collected by FHA, and the effective
monthly income information that is available is not necessarily able to be extrapolated to
determine annual adjusted gross income. Because of the payments that are made to FHA, the
agency is projected to generate approximately $9.8 billion in receipts for the taxpayer in FY
2011.

Multi-family FHA Insured Mortgage Programs: These programs provide insurance on
financing for the development, acquisition and refinancing of rental housing intended primarily to
serve low and moderate income families. Again, HUD does not provide grants or subsidies under
these programs, but debt financing is provided by FHA-approved lenders to project sponsors. The
lenders pay FHA a mortgage insurance premium for the FHA insurance so that, in the event of
owner default on a loan, the lender can foreclose and convey a project to HUD or assign the loan to
HUD in exchange for the FHA insurance claim payment. Although the programs do not limit the
income of residents, due to statutory mortgage limitations, the design and amenities of housing
financed under these programs are generally modest, thereby limiting the rent potential sp they can
be affordable to households at lower to moderate income levels. The Department does not collect
adjusted gross income data on individuals or entities that purchase insurance under the requested
programs. Projects developed with financing insured under the Department’s multifamily programs

www.hud.gov espanol.hud.gov



generally are owned by single asset entities that file annual financial statements reflecting project
operational costs. This financial statement does not provide information with respect to how cash
flow generated by projects may be distributed by an ownership entity to individuals or entities
comprising project ownership. Therefore, a conclusion regarding the adjusted gross income of these
individuals or entities cannot be made.

Healthy Home and Lead Hazard Reduction(fHHI HC) and Doctoral Dissertation
Research Grant (DDRG) Programs: Individuals are not permitted to apply for HHLHC grants,
which go to states, cities, Native American Tribes, other units of local government, and
nongovernment organizations, which must use the funds to prevent and correct significant
housing-related health and safety hazards in low-income housing. Individuals are similarly not
permitted to apply for grants from the DDRG program, under which eligible applicants are
institutions of higher education that sponsor doctoral students to complete and improve the
quality of their dissertations on policy relevant to housing and urban development issues. The
entities receiving grant funds under these programs do not report adjusted gross income to HUD.

I trust that this letter will answer your inquiry. Thank you for your interest in the
Department’s programs and activities.

Sincerely,

[/ B ffrme

Peter A. Kovar
Assistant Secretary for Congressional
and Intergovernmental Relations
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Wnited States Senate

Senator Tom Coburn, MD

May 5, 2010

Via U.S. Mail and Email (

Mr. Ken Salazar

Secretary

United States Department of Interior
1846 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Secretary Salazar:

The Department of Interior administers a number of programs and grants across a wide spectrum
of interests. These programs include, but are not limited to:

Programs for Native Americans: Indian Education Higher Education Grant Program and
Indian Housing Assistance.

Resource Management Grants and Cooperative Agreements: Cultural Resource
Management; Recreation Resource Management; Wild Horse and Burro Resource Management;
Fish, Wildlife, and Plant Conservation Resource Management; Forest and Woodlands Resource
Management; Environmental Quality and Protection Resource Management; Rangeland
Resource Management; Coastal Program; Alaska Subsistence Management; and Habitat
Enhancement, Restoration, and Improvement (Recovery Act Funds).

Other Programs for Specific Purposes: Wildland Fire Research and Studies Program;
Challenge Cost Share; Management Initiatives; National Park Service Centennial Challenge;
Keweenaw National Historical Park Enhancement Grants; Colorado River Basin Salinity Control
Program; Lower Colorado River Multi-Specifies Conservation Program; Neotropical Migratory
Bird Conservation; National Outreach and Communication Program; Visitor Facility
Enhancements — Vehicle Pullouts, Interpretive Trails, and Kiosks; Undesirable/Noxious Plant
Species; National Trails System Projects; Endangered Species — Candidate Conservation Action
Funds; National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Grants; and National Resource Stewardship
Program.

I am interested in learning more about the individuals that receive benefits through these
programs. For the programs listed above, please provide the following information for all
individuals that received any payment from these programs during Fiscal Years 2007, 2008,
2009 and 2010, who also reported income of $1,000,000 or greater through any agency
measurement of income (such as Adjusted Gross Income): (1) name of individual;



(2) total reported income for the Fiscal Year in which the payment was made; (3) name of each
program the individual received benefits through; (4) amount of benefits received from each
program; and (5) total amount of all program benefits received during each Fiscal Year. This
information should be produced in an electronic usable format, such as Microsoft Excel.

Please provide the above information by May 19, 2011. If you have any questions, including the
format in which the information should be produced, please contact

Sincerely,

il

Tom Coburn, M.D.
United States Senator



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washingron, DC 20240

JUN 09 2011

The Honorable Tom Coburn
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Coburn:

This responds to your letter of May 5, 2010. The Secretary has asked that I respond with the
information you requested on his behalf.

Your letter requested information about individuals that receive benefits through programs
administered by the Department of the Interior. Specifically you requested information about
individuals that received financial assistance (grants and cooperative agreement) awards for
Fiscal Years 2007-2010. We are able to provide information that is responsive to most of the
items you requested as shown in the enclosure. We are sending this information to Mr.

.on your staff in an electronic usable format.

The following explains the information we provide to respond to your request.

(1) Name of the individual. Per your request, we provide the recipient of the financial
assistance award.

(2) Reported income for Fiscal Year in which the payment was made. We are not able to
provide this information as we do not collect data on the income level of recipients.

(3) Name of each program the individual received benefits through. Per your request, we
provide the name of the bureau and program for each award.

(4) Amount of benefits received from each program. Per your request, we provide the
amount of the award.

(5) Total amount of all program benefits received during each Fiscal Year. Per your request,
we provide the fiscal year for each amount received by recipients.

If you have any questions on this information, please contact our Office of Acquisition and
Property Management. . 4 is our Financial Assistance Program Manager and can
assist you. She can be reached at r by e-mail at T

Sincerely,

ea S
Assistant Secretary — Policy, Management and Budget

Enclosure
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United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

The Honorable Tom Cobum
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

OFFICIAL
FILE COPY

Dear Senator Coburn:

This responds to your letter of May 5, 2010. The Secretary has asked that [ respond wit
information you requested on his behalf.

Your letter requested information about individuals that receive benefits through prog
administered by the Department of the Interior. Specifically you requested information
individuals that received financial assistance (grants and cooperative agreement) award
Fiscal Years 2007-2010. We are able to provide information that is responsive to most
items you requested as shown in the enclosure. We are sending this information to Mr.

MFNAME

I your staff in an electronic usable format.

QOFFICE

The following explains the information we provide to respond to your request.

SURNAME

(1) Name of the individual. Per your request, we provide the recipient of the finan
assistance award.

(2) Reported income for Fiscal Year in which the payment was made. We are not a
provide this information as we do not collect data on the income level of recipie

(3) Name of each program the individual received benefits through. Per your requegt,

i3f ™
OFFICE
le to
MAME
we

provide the name of the bureau and program for each award.
(4) Amount of benefits received from each program. Per your request, we provide

DATE

amount of the award.
(5) Total amount of all program benefits received during each Fiscal Year. Per yous
we provide the fiscal year for each amount received by recipients.

OFFICE

CORBRRD

If you have any questions on this information, please contact our Office of Acquisition 3

DATE
dnd

Property Management. / s our Financial Assistance Program Manager an
assist you. She can be reached at ~ " or by e-mail at,

B suneAME

docHft

i

Sincerely,

DATE

OFFICE

Rhea Suh

Assistant Secretary — Policy, Management and Bugget—

SURNAME

Enclosure

OFFICE

SURNAME

DATE

COPY FOR THE SECRETARY'S OFFICE




- United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
Washington, D.C. 20240

OFFICIAL
FILE COPY
OFFICE
_ Soc- dhy
SURNAME
Th(? Honorable Tom Cobum KEARLE
United States Senate DATE
Washington, DC 20510 oy, A4. %
Dear Senator Coburn: -&
Thank you for your letter of May 5, 2011, requesting information on individual recipients s S 5
Department of the Interior (DOI) financial assistance. We are pleased to provide you a li
individuals that received financial assistance (grants and cooperative agreements) award |

for Fiscal Years 2007 - 2010. DOI does not collect data on the gross income level of oFjicE
individuals. As requested, an Excel spreadsheet is provided utilizing data extracted from the
Federal Assistance Award Data System which contains the following information: FRRIOE

DATE

7 Name of the bureau awarding funds

Award Number OFFICE
Type of Action
. Federal Award Amount SURNAME

Non-Federal Amount
Award Start Date

DATE

Award End Date —
Assistance Type

Fiscal Year e
Fiscal Quarter

Obligation Date DATE

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number

” Recipient Name r
Recipient Type SURNAME
City _

County : DATE
State
Congressional District i
Principle Place of Performance e
» Project Name/Project Description
DATE
OFFICE

SURMAME

DATE

MDYV TAD TR QUODLETA DVC ATTIOD



An-clestronie-uersion-of-this spreadsheet will be provided to Mr. of your staff.

If you or your staff has any questions, please contact A DOI Financial Assistance
Program Manager, at ~ or by e-mail at. S —

Sincerely,

Rhea S. Suh

Assistant Secretary — Policy, Management and Budget

Enclosure



United States Department of the Interior

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20240

The Honorable Tom Coburn
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Coburn:

OFFICIAL
FILE COPY

,%FFICE

1o

OFFICE

SURNAME

This responds to your letter of May 5, 2010. The Secretary has asked that | respond with the
information you requested on his behalf.

Your letter requested information about individuals that receive benefits through programs
administered by the Department of the Interior. Specifically you requested information about

DATE

OFFICE

SURNAME

DATE

=

individuals that received financial assistance (grants and cooperative agreement) awards for Fiscal Ye
2007-2010. We are able to provide information that is responsive to most of the items you requeste

OFFICE
as

shown in the enclosure. We are sending this information to Mr. / >n your staff in an
electronic usable format.

SURNAME

DATE

The following explains the information we provide to respond to your request.

OFFICE

(1) Name of the individual. Per your request, we provide the recipient of the financial assistancd sunvame

award.

(2) Reported income for Fiscal Year in which the payment was made. We are not able to provide] PATE
this information as we do not collect data on the income level of recipients. sy
(3) Name of each program the individual received benefits through. Per your request, we provi
the name of the bureau and program for each award. SURNAME
(4) Amount of benefits received from each program. Per your request, we provide the amount
the award. RAYE
(S) Total amount of all program benefits received during each Fiscal Year. Per your request, we e
provide the fiscal year for each amount received by recipients.
SURMNAME
If you have any questions on this information, please contact our Office of Acquisition and Property
Management. is our Financial Assistance Program Manager and can assist you. Shec ' i
be reached at or by e-mail at, i OFFICE
Sincerely, SURNAME
DATE
Rhea Suh

Assistant Secretary
Policy, Management and Budget

‘nclosure



Haze, Pam K

From: Sonderman, Debra E

Sent: Friday, May 27, 2011 5:32 PM
To: Haze, Pam K; Bender, Kathryn L
Subject: RE: resposne to Coburn

I think we were concerned that we could not provide all that he was asking for, and that’s why we threw in other things
in the report we ran. It makes sense to take out all of those other things and just narrow it down to the 4 or 5 data
elements that cover what he asked for. Do you want us to re-do the spreadsheet?

From: Haze, Pam K

Sent: Friday, May 27, 2011 5:18 PM

To: Sonderman, Debra E; Bender, Kathryn L
Subject: resposne to Coburn

I'm reviewing the response to Senator Coburn with the financial assistance grants data from 2007 through 2010. Nice
job and thank you for doing this. Now for my question/supposition — should we provide more information than
necessary?

Here is why | ask. The request from Coburn asks for:
- Name of individual;
Reported income — we won’t provide that;
- Name of program - based on your spreadsheet this would be bureau;
- Amount of benefits — that would be the Federal amount and non-Federal amount;
- Amount of all program benefits received during each fiscal year — this Coburn’s staff can figure out with the data
you give them.

What | don’t think we need to provide is the following: award number, type of action, start and end date, assistance
type, fiscal year, obligation, recipient type, city, county, state code, congressional district, place of performance and
description. |am very concerned about the description knowing their proclivity for poking at projects that they do not
think are meritorious. For example the Rock Art Inventory.

Thoughts?? Let me know what you think — I will hold the package here until | hear back from you. htanks



Internal Revenue
Service



Wnited States Senate

February 3, 2011

Via U.S. Mail and Electronic Mail (

The Honorable Douglas H. Shulman
Commissioner of Internal Revenue Service
United States Department of the Treasury
1111 Constitution Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20224

Dear Commissioner Shulman:

According to the Internal Revenue Service (“IRS™) website, the IRS collects certain data on the
income that individuals report on their tax returns. This data includes individuals that report an
adjusted gross income of $1,000,000 or greater and also collect unemployment compensation or
social security benefits. For example, IRS data from 2008 estimates that a total of 2,840
individuals with an adjusted gross income of $1,000,000 or more received unemployment
compensation.'

Please provide the following information for all individuals that reported receiving any form of
unemployment compensation or social security benefits during tax years 2006, 2007, 2008, and
2009, who also reported an adjusted gross income of $1,000,000 or greater: (1) unique identifier
for each recipient; (2) reported occupation; (3) state of residence; (4) total adjusted gross income
for the year(s) in which the individual received unemployment compensation or social security
benefits; (5) name of each program the individual received benefits through; (6) amount of
benefits received from each program; and (7) total amount of all unemployment compensation or
social security benefits received during each year. This information should be produced in an
electronic usable format, such as Microsoft Excel.

Please provide the above information by February 18, 2011. If you have any questions,
including the format in which the information should be produced, please contacty_

¢
/ ‘h’ aﬂ/

om Coburn, M.D.
U.S. Senator

! Internal Revenue Service, SOI Tax Stats - Individual Statistical Tables by Size of Adjusted Gross Income, Table
1.4: All Returns: Sources of Income, Adjustments, and Tax ltems, by Size of Adjusted Gross Income, Tax Year

2008, http://www.irs.gov/taxstats/indtaxstats/article/0..id=96981.00.html.



DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20224

COMMISSIONER

February 22, 2011

The Honorable Tom Cobumn
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Coburn,

Thank you for your letter of February 3, 2011, related to high income individuals who
collect unemployment compensation or social security benefits. Because of the
statutory privacy restrictions placed on the IRS under Section 6103 of the Internal
Revenue Code, we are not able to respond directly with the information that you
requested, in the format that you requested. Specifically we are not able to provide
information at an individual level, even if the individual is not identified by name.
However, | remain committed to providing whatever information we can to support your
oversight activities in other ways - such as through statistical or other analyses. | have
asked IRS staff to follow up with your office to offer whatever assistance we can
provide.

If | can be of further assistance, please contact me, or | am told that vour staff is already
in touch with { ' ki **3 set up
further discussions about what information we can provide.

Sincc—;_t_r_gly,_/_,__ /

24

e

e

Douglas I-T Shulman



Filers Reporting Unemployment Compensation and
Adjusted Gross Income of $1M or More

Tax Year
State Reported on
F1040 2006 2007 2008 2009
Alabama = # o *
Alaska * ® 8 »
Arizona 17 A 15 12
Arkansas * ® ¥ d
California 454 526 569 494
Colorado 20 18 18 19
Connecticut 72 79 143 148
Delaware * ¥ 3 .
District of Columbia . . * *
Florida 87 87 72 80
Georgia 13 20 18 17
Hawaii * # * ®
Idaho % X % Ed
Hiinois 91 136 161 141
Indiana 14 15 16 14
lowa * 13 * *
Kansas # # 11 13
Kentucky * 10 * *
Louisiana 14 ¥ ¥ ¥
Maine * * » ¥
Maryland 28 19 21 19
Massachusetts ? 114 130 110 143
Michigan 19 32 22 26
Minnesota 22 22 25 25
Mississippi 10 * * *
Missouri * = 21 =
Montana ¥ * * *
Nebraska o b N b
Nevada 11 17 21 12
New Hampshire = * * 10
New Jersey 164 217 328 251
New Mexico * * x x
New York 263 375 661 493
North Carolina 11 32 20 19
North Dakota * N N -
Ohio 21 21 37 12
Oklahoma 2 * * b
Oregon 13 12 18 17
Pennsylvania 100 114 126 125
Rhode Island 21 15 * 12
South Carolina * % 10 10
South Dakota * * * *
Tennessee 14 19 10 20
Texas 70 67 60 74
Utah * x % 12
Vermont * e * *
Virginia 20 16 13 18
Washington 34 42 46 42
West Virginia 2 * % 2
Wisconsin 44 21 27 16
Wyoming * * * *
Other/Blank i . 11 12

Total Number of Filers 1,850 2,182 2,695 2,383

Notes:

IRS does not report data where the number of Taxpayers are less than 10.
Cells with less than 10 observations are represented with an asterisks.
The above data are for taxpayers filing a Tax Year 2009 Tax Return
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Total Filing Population

Tax Year
Filing Status 2006 2007 2008 2009
MFJ 53,318,770 55,360,241 53,528,116 52,543,741
Single* 86,140,563 97,542,501 88,384,470 84,164,151
Total 139,459,333 152,902,742 141,912,586 136,707,892
Filers Reporting Adjusted Gross Income of $1M or More
Tax Year
Eiling Status 2006 2007 2008 2009
MFJ 297,002 330,001 259,152 194,209
Single* 62,378 69,433 52,990 37,940
Total 361,386 401,441 314,150 234,158
Filers Reporting Unemployment Compensation
With Adjusted Gross Income of $1M or More
Tax Year
Filing Status 2006 2007 2008 2009
MFJ 1,621 1,937 2,413 2,146
Single* 229 245 282 237
Total 1,850 2,182 2,695 2,383

Percentage of Filers Reporting Unemployment Compensation

With Adjusted Gross Income of $1M or More

Tax Year
Filing Status 2006 2007 2008
MFJ 0.55% 0.59% 0.93%
Single* 0.37% 0.35% 0.53%
Total 0.51% 0.54% 0.86%

2009
1.10%
0.62%
1.02%

Percentage of All Filers Reporting Adjusted Gross Income of $1M or More

Tax Year
Filing Status 2008 2007 2008
MFJ 0.56% 0.60% 0.48%
Single* 0.07% 0.07% 0.06%
Total 0.26% 0.26% 0.22%

* Single - All filing Statuses not Married Filing Jointly.

IRS/RAS, March 2011

2009
0.37%
0.05%
0.17%
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