
SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
18TH DISTRICT, TEXAS 

WASHINGTON OFFICE : 
2160 Rayburn House Office Buildin!J 

Washington. DC 20515 
1202) 225-3816 

DISTRICT OFFICE: 
1919 SMIHI STI1Ef.T, SuiTE 1180 

TilE GfOIIGE 'MrcKt:Y" LEI AND FE oF. HAl BU! LDINCI 

Hous rON, TX 77002 
1713) 655-0050 

ACRES HOME OFFICE: 

6719 w"-" MONTGOMf~V. SuiTF 204 
HousroN. TX 77019 

I 713) 691-4882 

HE JGHTS OFFICE 
420 Wcs 1 19 fH STRI:ll 

Hous 1 ON, TX 77008 
1713) HGl-4070 

FIFTH WARD OFFICE: 
3300 LYoNs AVlNU[ . SuiT£ 301 

HouSTON, TX 77020 

([ougrcsa of tl7c lhtitc~ ~httca 
f!111tHH~ uf i~rprrarututinc!1 

1Um1l~ingtuu, DU: 211313 

COMMITTEES 
JUDICIARY 

SUUCOMMIT fEE.S 

COUH I S A"-'0 COMPETITION POLICY 

IMMIGfiAfJUN, CITIZENSHIP, AEFLJGEfS, BOF10£;R 

S ECURITY, !!NO INrERNATIONAL lAw 

CnHML Tt:m10HISM ,\NO HoMH/\Nt> S[(:unnv 

CONS fi TUliON, CIVIL RltiiHS, ANO CiVIL LIBEH TIES 

HOMELAND SECURITY 
SUBCOMMITTEES 

TRANSPORT AriON Sr:cUUITY ANO INf'AASl RUCTURF 

Pno11 CHON 

801\01:1~, MAII I rll\11 , AND G LOHAl COUNIEHI!:RflORISM 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SUBCOMMI rTF.ES 

Ar IIICA A Nil G1 Oll1\l Hr AI n 1 

rl ' f1HOiiiSM, NurWH<U II IIII\fiC)r"J, /I.Nll llli<l)l 

, ""'""" ~\t 
DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 

CONGRESSWOMAN SHEILA JACKSON LEE, OF TEXAS 

H.R.6o82, 

"CONGRESSIONAL REPLACEMENT OF PRESIDENT 

0BAMA'S ENERGY DRILLING PLAN" 

FLOOR STATEMENT 

THURSDAY, JUNE 21, 2012 

RULES AMENDMENT 3 

STUDY ON EFFICACY OF A SINGLE ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS) 

liPage 



I want to thank Chairman Drier and Members of the 

House Rules Committee for this opportunity to explain 

my amendment #3 to H.R. 6082, the "Congressional 

Replacement of Pres. Obama's Energy Restricting and Job 

Limiting Drilling Plan." My amendments would require a 

study on the efficacy of utilizing a single Environmental 

Impact Statement for diverse environmental drilling 

areas. 

As the Representative of the 18th Congressional District of 

Houston, Texas, I can attest to the importance of a healthy energy 

industry. My District is the energy hub of the United States and is 

recognized worldwide for its energy industry, particularly for oil 

and gas. 
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Indeed Texas serves as proof that the energy industry offers 

tremendous potential to provide jobs and foster economic growth. 

As a matter of fact, in 2008, Texas was one of the few states 

that saw its economy grow; grossing the second highest revenue of 

all states at $1.2 trillion. 

The energy industry and its supporting businesses provide my 

fellow Texans with tens of thousands of jobs, this prosperity 

can and has expanded well beyond Texas, provided the 

federal and state governments continue to act decisively 

and responsibly to expand domestic energy productions 

in an environmentally conscious manner, and keep 

billions of dollars and countless jobs here at home. 

I must place emphasis on the need to act both decisively and 

responsibly. As I have stated previously it remains to be seen 

whether this bill truly accomplishes these goals. 
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My amendment is designed to address the potential 

concerns that utilizing a singled EIS would have. Again, I 

wish to make clear that the energy industry is an important one, 

but so are all the industries that have flourished along our nation's 

shore lines, from fishing to tourism. 

We have learned many lessons from the BP oil disaster, one of 

our clearest lessons should be that taking into account the 

environment. 

The energy industry has improved their safety standards and I 

have been a strong advocate for additional protections. My 

amendment simply calls for a study to determine 

whether or not a single Environmental Impact 

Statement is enough, especially for the Atlantic, Pacific, 

and Bristol Bay. 
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I understand the environmental concerns in the Gulf 

of Mexico and so does the Department of Interior (DOl) 

it has been reviewing and approving lease sales in the 

Gulf for decades, the same cannot be said for all areas 

addressed by this bill, which is why caution in necessary. 

As this bill calls for new areas of exploration more 

should be done to ensure there is careful study of these 

new environments. 

Thank you Mr. Chair, I yield back the remainder of my 

time. 
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