
Schakowsky Statement on Supreme Court Ruling on the Affordable Care Act

Washington, D.C. (June 28, 2012) – Today, Rep. Jan Schakowsky (D-IL) released the following
statement after the Supreme Court declared the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
(PL-111-148) constitutional
:
 

“Today is a historic day when the Supreme Court declared that the Affordable Care Act and the
health security it brings is the law of the land. With President Obama’s leadership, Congress
enacted the most significant law in half a century. The law ends insurance industry abuses in
the health system, improves Medicare and Medicaid for seniors and the disabled, and covers
millions of uninsured Americans. Today, Republicans need to finally put to rest the relentless,
partisan attacks against a landmark law that is already working to provide affordable,
high-quality care.  

  

Over 86 million Americans have already received one or more free preventive services because
of Obamacare, while 6.6 million young adults up to age 26 have taken advantage of the law to
obtain health insurance through their parents’ plan. This positive decision by the nation’s
highest court in the land should resolve any doubts that Congress can and should act to ensure
that Americans get the health care they need at a price they can afford.  It will allow us to move
forward and maintain our commitment to real health care security.

  

Today’s Supreme Court decision is a victory for Illinoisans like 11-year old Olivia, who suffered
a stroke at birth and no longer endures private insurance company abuses like pre-existing
condition exclusions. Thanks to Obamacare, up to 17 million children nationwide with
pre-existing conditions are no longer denied coverage by insurers and being a woman is no
longer a pre-existing condition. Today is a victory for Illinois seniors like Ann, who is saving
about $1200 this year because Obamacare is lowering her drug costs and closing the Medicare
donut hole. Over 5 million American seniors in the ‘donut hole’ have saved $3.7 billion on their
prescription drugs, including 152,170 Illinois seniors.

  

When Obamacare is fully implemented, exclusions for pre-existing conditions like cancer, heart
disease, and AIDS will be a thing of the past.  No longer will families be bankrupt because
someone gets sick.  People with mental illness will get the care they need. 

  

Today is a day for celebration.  Tomorrow we will get back to work ensuring that every
American can take advantage of the benefits of Obamacare and have access to affordable,
comprehensive and high quality health care. ”
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###

  

  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

  

Rep. Jan Schakowsky, Adjoa Adofo, (202) 225-2111
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