Congress of the United States
MWashington, AC 20515

September 20, 2011

The Honorable John Boehner
Speaker of the House

H-232, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Eric Cantor

-Office of the Majority Leader

H-329, The Capitol
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Speaker Boehner and Majority Leader Cantor:

We write to urge you to bring the Senate's recently passed disaster assistance package to the
House floor for a vote immediately. ‘

As you know, the Senate passed legislation to provide $6.9 billion in needed funds for ongoing
disaster relief efforts across the country. This plan, passed with bipartisan support, takes a more
comprehensive approach and will make significantly more emergency aid available to
Americans in need than the current House proposal, which does not provide sufficient resources
needed to respond to Hurricane Irene, Tropical Storm Lee, and the wildfires in Texas, let alone
other disasters that may occur in the next two months.

The perilously low level of funding available in FEMA's Disaster Relief Fund has been widely
reported. The Fund had $377 million remaining as of Wednesday, September 15, and will run
out before the end of the month. It is imperative that Congress responds immediately, FEMA is
currently only funding immediate needs, focusing on damage from recent disasters. Assistance
has been postponed to communities that have suffered from past disasters and FEMA cannot
begin full recovery efforts in areas recently devastated because of the lack of adequate resources.
Recovery takes long enough without these unnecessary delays. Uncertainty regarding emergency
- aid certainly does not help our constituents and communities rebuild.

In addition to replenishing FEMA’s Disaster Relief Fund, the Senate bill also includes necessary
funding for a number of other equally critical recovery programs under the jurisdiction of
USDA, HUD and the Department of Commerce. These programs, which were not addressed in
the House proposal, operate alongside FEMA to help farmers who lost harvests.and livestock,
families who lost homes, and communities that lost jobs and small businesses.

While final funding decisions are yet to be made for Fiscal Year 2012, additional agriculture
disaster assistance is required now in order to clear out backlogs in USDA's disaster programs
and ensure funding reaches areas affected by Irene and Lee in a timely manner. As of September
15, 2011, the USDA estimated $77 million in outstanding Emergency Conservation Program
(ECP) requests, $73 million in Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) needs this fiscal
year and a wait-list of $187.5 million for the Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWPP).
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Many farms in affected regions do not have crop insurance, making these some of the onjly
programs they can access after such disasters.

The families that remain without homes in shelters are not interested in seeing more gridlock in
Washington. The farmers who lost their crops and livestock do not care about debates over
deficits and offsets. The entrepreneurs who lost their small businesses cannot afford to see us
play politics. Whenever a natural disaster has occurred in the past, this government has come to
the aid and assistance of those affected. Under the Bush Administration, this Congress was asked
for and supplied supplemental disaster relief funding eight times and often passed these bills with
overwhelming bipartisan support. This time should be no different.

We have an obligation to fulfill to our fellow citizens. FEMA and other federal agencies need the
entirety of the Senate's bill to help suffering Americans today. Please prevent disaster aid from
getting caught up in budget brinksmanship by bringing the bill passed by the Senate up for a
vote. :

Sincerely,

SR
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