
 

 

 

Brief Biography 

Bob Menendez’s story is a quintessential American story. He grew up the son of immigrants in a tenement 
building in Union City and has risen to become one of 100 United States Senators and a member of the 
Senate leadership. He has earned the reputation of a fighter for New Jersey families who puts their economic 
security and hometown security ahead of powerful special interests. 

A product of New Jersey's public schools and a graduate of the state's universities, Bob first entered public 
service as a 19-year-old college student when he witnessed shortcomings in the public education system and 
launched a successful petition drive to reform his local school board. He learned then the importance of 
standing up for what's right, no matter how powerful the opposition. 

He has served as a school board member, a mayor and a state legislator. Since 1993, he has been standing 
up for New Jersey families in Washington, where he rose to become the third-highest ranking Democrat in the 
U.S. House of Representatives and has taken on a prominent leadership role in the U.S. Senate. 

He currently serves on the Senate Committees on Finance; Banking, Housing and Urban Affairs; Energy and 
Natural Resources; Budget; and Foreign Relations. Bob is also the Chairman of the Banking Subcommittee on 
Housing, Transportation and Community Development; and the Foreign Relations Subcommittee on 
International Development and Foreign Assistance, Economic Affairs, and International Environmental 
Protection. 

In November 2008, Bob was chosen to head the Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee, a top position of 
national leadership. 

In Congress, Bob is working to make a real difference in the lives of New Jerseyans. That includes working to 
achieve economic security for families by creating jobs, promoting clean energy development, investing in 
education, making health care more affordable, and protecting consumers.  

Bob was born on New Year’s Day, 1954. He received his B.A. from St. Peter's College in Jersey City and his 
law degree from Rutgers University. He currently lives in Hoboken and has two children, Alicia and Robert. 


