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Military Service Academy Congressional Nomination Application
Class of 2017
 
Congressman Xavier Becerra
Attention: Brenda Vargas
1910 W. Sunset Boulevard, Suite 810
Los Angeles, CA 90026
Phone: 213-483-1425
Fax: 213-483-1429
Website: becerra.house.gov
 
 
 
 
Dear Applicant:   Thank you for your interest in admission to a United States Military Service Academy.  As a Member of Congress, I have the distinct honor of nominating promising candidates to the Military Service Academies and I applaud you for your desire to serve our great nation in the Armed Services.     I have taken great pride over the years in nominating a number of talented young people from my district.  As some of the most selective institutions of higher learning, our nation's esteemed Military Service Academies provide an excellent opportunity to earn a top-notch college education and prepare young men and women for successful careers as officers in the military and beyond.    I will be making my nominations to the various Military Service Academies using a competitive process.  This  includes a personal interview, a review of your application, academic records, community involvement and leadership experience.    An application packet is enclosed for you to complete and return to my office.  It is important that you have your completed application and all accompanying documents sent directly to my district office before November 15, 2012.  In addition, you should open a pre-candidate file with the Military Service Academies that you desire to attend.    If you have questions, please feel free to contact Brenda Vargas in my district office at 213-483-1425.  I look forward to receiving your application.   Sincerely,     XAVIER BECERRA Member of Congress    
Military Academy Application and Nomination Process
Entrance Requirements
All candidates applying for a nomination must meet the following requirements: 
         ·Be a United States citizen
         ·Be a resident of the 31st Congressional District of California
         ·Be at least 17 years old and not yet 23 years of age on July 1 of the year of admission 
          (25 years old for the Merchant Marine Academy)
         ·Be unmarried, not pregnant, and have no legal obligation to support children or dependents
         ·Meet physical, security and character requirements
 
Application Process
Step 1: Complete a service academy candidate questionnaire to open your file for admission.  To open a candidate file and obtain specific information on the academies, please contact the service academies directly: 
                  
                  United States Naval Academy                           United States Air Force Academy
                  Admissions Office                                    Admissions Office
                  117 Decatur Road                                    2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 2400
                  Annapolis, MD 21402-4361                           Colorado Springs, CO 80840-5651
                  Phone: 410-293-4361                                    Phone: 800-443-9266
                  Email: webmail@usna.edu                           Email: rr_apps@usafa.edu
                  Website: www.usna.edu                           Website: www.usafa.edu
 
                  United States Merchant Marine Academy         United States Military Academy
                  Admissions Office                                    Admissions Office
                  300 Steamboat Road                                    606 Thayer Road
                  Kings Point, NY 11024-1699                           West Point, NY 10996-1797
                  Phone: 866-546-4788                                    Phone: 845-938-4041                                                               
                  Email: admissions@usmma.edu                  Email: admissions@usma.edu
                  Website: www.usmma.edu                           Website: www.usma.edu
 
Step 2: Complete a congressional nomination application.  Please note that a completed application and all accompanying documents must be delivered or mailed directly to my district office by November 15, 2012.  
 
Nomination Selection Process
The selection process includes a personal interview and a review of a completed application, essay, academic records, letters of recommendation, community involvement, character and leadership experience.  Nominations will be made prior to December 31, 2012.
 
Please note that a congressional nomination is not a guarantee of admission.  The final decision will be made by the academy itself following a “whole-person” evaluation that considers a candidate’s character, scholarship, leadership, physical aptitude, medical fitness and motivations. 
 
Service Requirement
The acceptance of an appointment to a service academy commits a candidate to five years of active duty service after graduation. 
 
Military Service Academy Congressional Nomination Application (Class of 2017)
Submission Deadline: November 15, 2012
Questions? Call 213-483-1425
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Personal Information
Please return completed forms to:
Office of Representative Xavier Becerra
Attn: Brenda Vargas
1910 W. Sunset Boulevard, Suite 810 
Los Angeles, CA 90026
I. General Information
Last (family), First (given), Middle
Street address, apartment number, city, state and zip code
Please select which academy/academies you are applying to:
Have you applied to this/these academy/academies before?
II. Family
Last (family), First (given), Middle
Last (family), First (given), Middle
Last (family), First (given), Middle
Have you completed a pre-candidate file with the academy?
Are you a U.S. citizen?
Are you seeking a Military Academy nomination from another source? (i.e., Senator, President, Vice President)
If not, are you in the process of becoming a U.S. citizen?
III. Schools Attended
Present/most recent school
Street address, city, state and zip code
Month/Year
Month/Year
Previous secondary school attended (between grades 9-12)
Street address, city, state and zip code
Month/Year
Month/Year
IV. Required Standardized Testing
List the dates when you have taken or will take the following tests along with their respective scores:
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Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT I):
SAT II Subject Tests:
American College Testing (ACT) Assessment Program Test:
If you have any relatives who have attended a military academy, please list their information below.
2
Personal Commentary
I. Applicant Information
Last (family), First (given), Middle
II. General
Please list your high school courses for the current year.  Indicate Advance Placement, Honors, International Baccalaureate courses, etc. if any. 
First term/semester
Second term/semester
Third term (if applicable)
If you have taken or are taking courses at a college or university, please list them. 
Please list any summer programs in which you have participated during high school (other than those you many have listed above). 
If you attend school in the United States and any part of your education (from elementary onward) has taken place outside the United States, please list:
Have you ever incurred serious disciplinary action or been suspended, dismissed, or placed on probation from school, or been away from school for any length of time other than school vacations?
If yes, please explain on a separate sheet.
Are you graduating early?
If yes, please explain on a separate sheet.
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III. Activities, Awards and Employment
Please list your principal extracurricular activities (personal, school, religious, athletic, community, etc.) while in high school.
Please list any academic or extracurricular honors or awards received while in high school. 
Activity
Grade (9-12)
Hours per week
Leadership position held
Academic or extracurricular honor or award
Grade (9-12)
Please list any employment experiences.
Hours per week
Dates
Position
Place of employment
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IV. Essay
Please write an essay explaining why you would like to attend a United States Military Service Academy.  
 We ask that you limit your response to the space below, or about 500 words of text, single-spaced.   You may also staple a separate sheet over the space below and write your name and date of birth at the top. 
Applicant's Signature
I declare that this essay is my own work and that all the information in my application is to the best of my knowledge, correct and honestly presented.  I am a citizen of the United States, or I will have attained citizenship before I enter the Academy.  I am a legal resident of California's 31st Congressional District.  I understand that I must submit (postmark) all necessary materials by November 15, 2012 to be considered for a nomination by U.S. Representative Xavier Becerra. 
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Signature
3a
Personal Recommendation
I. Application Information
Please note that one recommendation must be from a teacher, principal or counselor.  The second recommendation may be from a teacher, principal, counselor, community member, supervisor, etc.
Street address, apartment number, city, state and zip code
Last (family), First (given), Middle
Street address, city, state and zip code
II. Confidentiality
Under the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (Buckley Amendment), you have the right to review your educational records.  You may waive your right of access to this recommendation if you so choose.  Your decision to waive or not to waive your right of access will have no bearing on the handling of your application.  You must sign your name below after checking the appropriate response.  
Instructions to the recommender: The student whose name appears above is applying for a United States Military Service Academy nomination from Representative Xavier Becerra.  Your candid estimate of the applicant's academic performance, intellectual promise, and personal qualities will greatly help in recommending the applicant.  We are interested in whatever you feel is important for us to know about the applicant.  Thank you for your help.  
 
Please return the completed form and a letter of recommendation printed on official letterhead to the student in a sealed envelope.  
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Signature
Recommender's signature
Personal Recommendation
3b
Please note that one recommendation must be from a teacher, principal or counselor.  The second recommendation may be from a teacher, principal, counselor, community member, supervisor, etc.
Under the provisions of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (Buckley Amendment), you have the right to review your educational records.  You may waive your right of access to this recommendation if you so choose.  Your decision to waive or not to waive your right of access will have no bearing on the handling of your application.  You must sign your name below after checking the appropriate response.  
II. Confidentiality
Street address, city, state and zip code
Street address, apartment number, city, state and zip code
Last (family), First (given), Middle
I. Application Information
Instructions to the recommender: The student whose name appears above is applying for a United States Military Service Academy nomination from Representative Xavier Becerra.  Your candid estimate of the applicant's academic performance, intellectual promise, and personal qualities will greatly help in recommending the applicant.  We are interested in whatever you feel is important for us to know about the applicant.  Thank you for your help.  
 
Please return the completed form and a letter of recommendation printed on official letterhead to the student in a sealed envelope.  
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Signature
Recommender's signature
Application Packet Instructions
4
I. General Information
Submission deadline (must be postmarked by this date):         November 15, 2012
 
Completed application packet should be sent to:                  Office of Representative Xavier Becerra
                                                               Attention: Brenda Vargas
                                                               1910 W. Sunset Boulevard, Suite 810
                                                               Los Angeles, CA 90026
 
We request that all materials be printed on standard paper (8.5" X 11") and not stapled together.  All materials submitted to our office will not be returned to the applicant.  Any application packet not postmarked by November 15, 2012 will not be considered.  SAT/ACT scores for the November testing dates are the only materials accepted after the deadline. 
 
After we have received your completed application packet, you will receive a letter of acknowledgment. 
II. Application Packet Checklist
The following items are required for a nomination:
Service Academy
Office of Representative Xavier Becerra
 
A completed Military Service Academy Congressional nomination application includes:
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