CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110™ Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

REPORT
Review No. 11-3175

The Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (the “Board”), by a vote of no less than four
members, on September 27, 2011, adopted the following report and ordered it to be transmitted
to the Committee on Ethics of the United States House of Representatives.

SUBJECT: Representative Don Young

NATURE OF THE ALLEGED VIOLATION: Representative Don Young may have accepted
contributions to his legal expense fund in excess of the limitation of $5,000 per calendar year
from any individual or organization. The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust’s
disclosure report for the first quarter 2011, filed by Representative Young with the Committee on
Ethics on April 20, 2011, lists twelve $5,000 contributions from twelve affiliated entities that
may have been directed by a single individual.

If the twelve contributions came from a single source, the contributions may have exceeded the
annual $5,000 per organization or individual contribution limit provided for in House rules and
Committee on Ethics regulations governing legal expense funds.

RECOMMENDATION: The Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review
the above allegations because there is substantial reason to believe that Representative Young
accepted contributions in excess of the annual contribution limit to his legal expense fund.

VOTES IN THE AFFIRMATIVE: 6
VOTES IN THE NEGATIVE: 0
ABSTENTIONS: 0

MEMBER OF THE BOARD OR STAFF DESIGNATED TO PRESENT THIS REPORT TO
THE COMMITTEE ON ETHICS: Omar S. Ashmawy, Staff Director & Chief Counsel.



CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110™ Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CITATIONS TO LAW

Review No. 11-3175

TABLE OF CONTENTS

. INTRODUCTION ....oiiiiiiiieie ettt bbbttt a e bbbt b e s e e 3
A, SUMMAary of AHEGALIONS ........coeeiiiieiie e 3
B.  JUriSAICTION STAtEMENT.....cc.iiiicieiiee et nneas 3
C. ProCedural HISTOIY ........coovoieiiiiie et sre e te e ns 4
D. Summary of INvestigative ACLIVILY .........cccoiveiiiiie s 4

I[I. CONTRIBUTIONS TO REPRESENTATIVE YOUNG’S LEGAL
EXPENSE FUND ..ottt ettt 6
A. Laws, Regulations, Rules, and Standards of Conduct .............ccoovveiininienenienccie s 6
B. Representative Young Established a Legal Expense Fund in December 2007 ............ 7

C. Gary Chouest Arranged Contributions from Twelve Entities within the Edison
Chouest Offshore Family of Companies to the Congressman Don Young Legal

EXPENSE TTUSE..... ettt s b e be e s 9
1. Relationship between Representative Young and Gary Chouest ............c......... 9
2. Gary Chouest and the Edison Chouest Offshore Family of Companies............ 9
3. Inthe First Quarter of 2011, ECO Entities Contributed $60,000 to
Representative Young’s Legal EXPense TrUSE..........cccoveererenienniniieseeseeins 12
4. Gary Chouest Arranged $60,000 in Contributions to Representative Young’s
Legal Expense Fund from ECO ENtitiesS........ccoovveieiieniiii e 14
1 T O @ ] N[ H 0 1] 1 ] PSS 16
IV. INFORMATION THE OCE WAS UNABLE TO OBTAIN AND
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS .........cccccevuenene. 17



CONFIDENTIAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110™ Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CITATIONS TO LAW

Review No. 11-3175

On September 27, 2011, the Board of the Office of Congressional Ethics (the “Board”) adopted
the following findings of fact and accompanying citations to law, regulations, rules and standards
of conduct (in italics).

The Board notes that these findings do not constitute a determination of whether or not a
violation actually occurred.

I.  INTRODUCTION

A. Summary of Allegations

1. Based on the information before the Office of Congressional Ethics (“OCE”), there is
substantial reason to believe that Representative Don Young accepted contributions to his
legal expense fund in excess of the annual limitation of $5,000 per individual or
organization provided for in the Committee on Ethics legal expense fund regulations.

2. Representative Young may have accepted twelve $5,000 contribution checks, for a total
contribution of $60,000, from a single source: twelve affiliated entities under the
direction of a single individual.

B. Jurisdiction Statement

3. The allegations that were the subject of this review concern Representative Don Young, a
Member of the United States House of Representatives from the state of Alaska. The
Resolution the United States House of Representatives adopted creating the OCE directs
that, “[n]o review shall be undertaken . . . by the board of any alleged violation that
occurred before the date of adoption of this resolution.” The House adopted this
Resolution on March 11, 2008. Because the conduct under review occurred after March
11, 2008, review by the Board is in accordance with the Resolution.

1 H. Res 895, 110th Cong. §1(e) (2008) (as amended).
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10.

C. Procedural History

The OCE received a written request for preliminary review in this matter signed by at
least two members of the Board on June 22, 2011. The preliminary review commenced
on June 23, 2011.2 The preliminary review was scheduled to end on July 22, 2011.

At least three members of the Board voted to initiate a second-phase review in this matter
on July 22, 2011. The second-phase review commenced on July 23, 2011.% The second-
phase review was scheduled to end on September 5, 2011.

The Board voted to extend second-phase review for an additional period of fourteen days
on August 30, 2011. The additional period was scheduled to end on September 19, 2011.

Pursuant to Rule 9(B) of the OCE Rules for the Conduct of Investigations, Representative
Young submitted a written statement to the Board on September 23, 2011.

The Board voted to refer the matter to the Committee on Ethics for further review and
adopted these findings on September 27, 2011.

The report and its findings in this matter were transmitted to the Committee on Ethics on
October 13, 2011.

D. Summary of Investigative Activity

The OCE requested documentary and, in some cases, testimonial information from the
following sources:

(1) Representative Young;

(2) Representative Young’s Congressional office;

(3) Representative Young’s Chief of Staff;

(4) The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust;

(5) The Trustee of the Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust;
(6) Edison Chouest Offshore, LLC/Offshore Service Vessels, LLC;
(7) Alpha Marine Services, LLC;

(8) C-Innovation, LLC;

2 A preliminary review is “requested” in writing by members of the Board of the OCE. The request for a
preliminary review is “received” by the OCE on a date certain. According to the Resolution, the timeframe for
conducting a preliminary review is thirty days from the date of receipt of the Board’s request.

® According to the Resolution, the Board must vote on whether to conduct a second-phase review in a matter before
the expiration of the thirty-day preliminary review. If the Board votes for a second-phase, the second-phase begins
when the preliminary review ends. The second-phase review does not begin on the date of the Board vote.

4
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(9) C-Port, LLC;
(10) C-Port-2, LLC;
(11) Galliano Marine Services, LLC;
(12) Marine Technologies, LLC;
(13) Martin Holdings, LLC;
(14) Nautical Solutions, LLC;
(15) Nautical Ventures, LLC;
(16) North American Fabricators, LLC;
(17) North American Shipbuilding, LLC;
(18) Offshore Support Services, LLC;
(19) Dionne Chouest Austin;
(20) Gary Chouest; and
(21) Dino Chouest.

11. The following individuals and entities were determined to be non-cooperating witnesses:

(1) Edison Chouest Offshore, LLC/Offshore Service Vessels, LLC;
(2) Alpha Marine Services, LLC;

(3) C-Innovation, LLC;

(4) C-Port, LLC;

(5) C-Port-2, LLC;

(6) Galliano Marine Services, LLC;

(7) Marine Technologies, LLC;

(8) Martin Holdings, LLC;

(9) Nautical Solutions, LLC;

(10) Nautical Ventures, LLC;
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(11) North American Fabricators, LLC;
(12) North American Shipbuilding, LLC;
(13) Offshore Support Services, LLC;
(14) Dionne Chouest Austin;

(15) Gary Chouest; and

(16) Dino Chouest.

II.  CONTRIBUTIONS TO REPRESENTATIVE YOUNG’S LEGAL EXPENSE FUND

12.

13.

A. Laws, Requlations, Rules, and Standards of Conduct

Code of Conduct

House Rule 23, clause 1 states that ““[a] Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner,
officer, or employee of the House shall conduct himself at all times in a manner that shall
reflect creditably on the House.”

House Rule 23, clause 2 states that “[a] Member, Delegate, Resident Commissioner,
officer, or employee of the House shall adhere to the spirit and the letter of the Rules of
the House and to the rules of duly constituted committees thereof.”

Legal Expense Fund Regulations

House Rule 25, clause 5(a)(3)(E) provides that ““a contribution or other payment to a
legal expense fund established for the benefit of a Member, Delegate, Resident
Commissioner, officer, or employee of the House that is otherwise lawfully made in
accordance with the restrictions and disclosure requirements of the Committee on
Ethics™ is exempt from the House gift rule.

Legal Expense Fund regulations issued by the House Committee on Ethics provide that
“[a] Legal Expense Fund shall not accept more than $5,000 in a calendar year from any
individual or organization.”*

The Legal Expense Fund regulations require the beneficiary of such a Fund to submit
quarterly reports to the Committee on Ethics and the Legislative Resource Center
disclosing, among other things, ““any contribution (or group of contributions) exceeding
$250 in a calendar year from any single source . . . ."”

* Comm. on Ethics, Legal Expense Fund Regulations 8 (June 10, 1996).
*1d. at 7 13.
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14. Gift Rules

House Rule 25, clause 5(a)(1)(B)(i) permits a Member to accept a gift (other than cash or
cash equivalent), provided that the gift is not from a registered lobbyist, agent of a
foreign principal, or private entity that retains or employs such individuals, if the
Member reasonably and in good faith believes the gift to have a value of less than $50,
“and a cumulative value from one source during a calendar year of less than $100.”

The House Ethics Manual provides that “[a] gift received from an individual affiliated
with an organization counts against the annual gift limitation of both the individual and
the organization.”® The Manual further states that “[i]t is important to bear in mind that
a gift from an individual who is employed by or similarly affiliated with any organization
is deemed to be a gift from both that individual and the affiliated organization . . . .””’

15. Financial Disclosure

As described in the House Ethics Manual, the Ethics in Government Act, 5 U.S.C. app. 4
8 102(a)(2), requires disclosure by a reporting individual of gifts “aggregating more
than $335 from a single source during the year. . . .””® Gifts include contributions to a
legal expense fund.’

B. Representative Young Established a Legal Expense Fund in December 2007

16. On December 31, 2007, Representative Don Young executed a Trust Agreement
establishing the Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust (the “Trust”).*

17. The Trust Agreement provides that the “sole and exclusive purpose of the Trust is to
provide a proper means for the acceptance of money, property and services, including, if
necessary, pro bono legal services, to provide for all reasonable, necessary and
appropriate legal fees or charges incurred by the Trustor in connection with his official
duties and position in Congress (including election thereto), and matters bearing on his
reputation or fitness for office.”*

® House Ethics Manual 36 (2008). The Senate Ethics Manual provides: “Also, while the Committee generally
recognizes the seperate [sic] legal status of related entities (e.g. a parent and its subsidary [sic] entity will be treated
as distinct sources for purposes of the Gifts Rule), such entities will NOT be accorded seperate [sic] source status if
the entities are acting in concert or as agent for the other with respect to a particular gift.” Senate Select Comm. on
Ethics, 108th Congress, Senate Ethics Manual 55-56 (2003). The Board acknowledges that the Senate Ethics
Manual is not controlling authority, but is nonetheless instructive.

" House Ethics Manual 37 n.25.

8 |d. at 84 (emphasis added). Further, the Financial Disclosure Form instructions provide that “[a] group of items
received from the same source at the same time are considered one gift and the total value should be added
together.” Comm. on Ethics, Instruction Guide for Completing Calendar Year 2010 Financial Disclosure Statement,
Form A, 26 (2011).

° House Ethics Manual 2509.

1% Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust Agreement (Exhibit 1 at 11-3175_0003) (hereafter “Trust
Agreement”).

"d.
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18. By letter dated January 9, 2008, the Committee on Ethics approved the establishment of
the Trust.* In its approval letter, the Committee noted that, “[i]t is our understanding
that the specific purpose of the trust relates to an ongoing Department of Justice

investigation concerning your conduct as a Member of the House of Representatives.”*®

19. The Trust Agreement named an attorney admitted to the bar in Alaska and New York as
Trustee.™

20. As required under Committee on Ethics legal expense fund regulations, Representative
Young, as the Trust beneficiary, filed a copy of the Trust Agreement with the House
Legislative Resource Center.*

21. As required under Committee on Ethics legal expense fund regulations, Representative
Young has filed quarterly reports with the Committee and with the Legislative Resource
Center, disclosing certain contributions received and expenditures made by the Trust.'®

22. According to those involved in administering the Trust, there is no organized effort or
plan to raise funds for the Trust, although the Trustee has engaged in various efforts to
raise money for the Trust.'” According to those involved in administering the Trust,
funds are raised primarily through unsolicited contributions, but the Trust has held a
small number of fundraising events.'®

23. According to the Trust’s quarterly reports, as of June 30, 2011, the Trust had received
$206,500.00 in contributions and made $111,851.95 in expenditures.”® According to
bank records, as of June 30, 2011, the Trust bank account balance was $95,518.79.%°

12 |_etter from Committee on Standards of Official Conduct to The Honorable Don Young, dated January 9, 2008
(Exhibit 2 at 11-3175_0011).

Bd.

Y Trust Agreement (Exhibit 1 at 11-3175_0003).

> Comm. on Ethics, Legal Expense Fund Regulations { 12; Trust Agreement (Exhibit 1 at 11-3175_0002).

16 Comm. on Ethics, Legal Expense Fund Regulations  13; Quarterly Trust Reports, 2008 to 2011 (Exhibit 3 at 11-
3175_0014 to 11-3175_0043).

7 Memorandum of Interview of Representative Don Young, September 13, 2011 (Exhibit 4 at 11-3175_0045)
(hereafter “Representative Young MOI”); Memorandum of Interview of Congressman Don Young Legal Expense
Trust Trustee, September 7, 2011 (Exhibit 5 at 11-3175_0051) (hereafter “Trustee MOI™).

18 Representative Young MOI (Exhibit 4 at 11-3175_0045); Memorandum of Interview of Representative Young’s
Chief of Staff, September 1, 2011 (Exhibit 6 at 11-3175_0056) (hereafter “Chief of Staff MOI™); Trustee MOI
(Exhibit 5 at 11-3175_0051).

¥ See Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust Quarterly Reports (Exhibit 3 at 11-3175_0014 to 11-
3175_0043).

20 See Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust Wells Fargo PMA Checking Account, June 2011 Statement
(Exhibit 7 at 11-3175_0060). Several factors may affect amounts reported in quarterly reports versus those reported
on bank statements including, but not limited to, bank fees, interest payments, and that contributions of $250 or less
need not be included in the Trust’s quarterly reports (unless the contribution is from a corporation or labor union).

8
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C. Gary Chouest Arranged Contributions from Twelve Entities within the Edison
Chouest Offshore Family of Companies to the Congressman Don Young Legal
Expense Trust

1. Relationship Between Representative Young and Gary Chouest

24. Representative Young has known the Chouest family of Louisiana for approximately ten
years, and he considers members of the family, including Gary Chouest, to be good
friends.? Over the course of their relationship, Representative Young and Gary Chouest
have attended a number of social events together, including dinners and fishing events.?

25. Gary Chouest and members of his family have made numerous contributions to
Representative Young’s congressional campaign.?®

2. Gary Chouest and the Edison Chouest Offshore Family of Companies

26. Gary Chouest is the Managing Member of Edison Chouest Offshore, LLC (“ECO™),* a
privately held marine cargo handling company based in Galliano, Louisiana.?

27. According to the ECO website:

Founded as Edison Chouest Boat Rentals in Galliano, Louisiana, in
1960, the Edison Chouest Offshore (ECO) family of companies is
widely recognized today as one of the most diverse and dynamic
marine transportation providers in the world. ECO’s vast fleet of
over 200 highly specialized new-generation service vessels,
measuring up to 400 feet in length, serves a rapidly-growing
customer base worldwide.

Staying on the forefront of new technologies is an integral part of
the Chouest business plan, as evidenced by recent advances in the
areas of subsea support, integrated bridge systems and global
communications.

The ability to offer its customers a total marine solution —
incorporating design, construction and operation, as well as field

Z Representative Young MOI (Exhibit 4 at 11-3175_0045).

Id.
See, e.g., Alaskans for Don Young, April 15th, 2011 Quarterly Report of Receipts and Disbursements, Federal
Election Commission, available at www.fec.gov (disclosing $2,400 contributions from each of five Chouest family
members: Carolyn Chouest, Casey Chouest, Gary Chouest, Ross Chouest, and Dionne Chouest Austin. The P.O.
Box address for each of the five family members used on the FEC Report is the same address used in the corporate
filings of the twelve companies that contributed to Representative Young’s legal expense fund.).
2 According to filings with the Louisiana Secretary of State, Edison Chouest Offshore, LLC changed its name to
Offshore Service Vessels, LLC on June 16, 2006. See Exhibit 8 at 11-3175_0065. Because the company’s website
continues to use the name Edison Chouest Offshore, LLC, that name is used in this report.
% Dun & Bradstreet, Business Information Report: Offshore Service Vessels, LLC (September 22, 2011).

9
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development and field maintenance — has made Edison Chouest
Offshore an unrivaled leader in the maritime industry.?

127

28. According to the ECO website, the ECO “family of companies”" includes several

entities, including:
e C-Innovation;
o C-Port;
e Marine Technologies;
e Martin Terminal,
e North American Fabricators; and

e North American Shipbuilding.

ceiSUN ChRUUEST OFFSHORE
= K1

Edison Chouest Offshore

Started as Edson Chouest Boat Rentak in 1960, the Edison Chouest Offshore (ECO) family of companies now represent the most

%6 Edison Chouest Offshore Home Page, www.chouest.com (Exhibit 9 at 11-3175_0088).
27
Id.

10
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29. ECO and its affiliated entities, including the twelve ECO entities that contributed to
Representative Young’s legal expense fund, are managed by various members of the
Chouest family, including Gary Chouest, Dino Chouest, Dionne Chouest Austin, and
Damon Chouest. As indicated below, these members of the Chouest family are listed in
varying combinations as officers, registered agents, or both.?®

Company Registered Agents/Officers
Alpha Marine Services, LLC Gary Chouest
Dionne Chouest Austin
C-Innovation, LLC Gary Chouest

Dionne Chouest Austin

C-Port, LLC Dionne Chouest Austin
Dino Chouest
C-Port 2, LLC Dionne Chouest Austin

Dino Chouest
Damon Chouest

Galliano Marine Service, LLC

Gary Chouest
Dionne Chouest Austin
Dino Chouest

Marine Technologies, LLC

Gary Chouest
Dionne Chouest Austin

Martin Holdings, LLC

Dionne Chouest Austin
Dino Chouest
Damon Chouest

Nautical Solutions, LLC Gary Chouest
Dionne Chouest Austin
Nautical Ventures, LLC Gary Chouest

Dionne Chouest Austin
Dino Chouest

North American Fabricators, LLC Gary Chouest
Dionne Chouest Austin
North American Shipbuilding, LLC Gary Chouest

Dionne Chouest Austin
Dino Chouest

Offshore Support Services, LLC

Dionne Chouest Austin
Dino Chouest
Damon Chouest

11

%8 |_ouisiana Secretary of State Filings (Exhibit 8 at 11-3175_0065 to 11-3175_0086).
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30.

31.

32.

33.

According to filings with the Louisiana Secretary of State, each of the twelve
contributing entities share the same domicile address (16201 East Main, Galliano, LA
70354) and the same mailing address (P.O. Box 310, Galliano, LA 70354).%

The OCE sent a Request for Information (“RFI”’) to Dionne Chouest Austin, the
registered agent for each of the twelve contributing entities, on June 27, 2011. Among
other things, the RFI sought information regarding the members, officers, and structure of
each of the entities, as well as financial information. The OCE received confirmation that
the RFI was delivered. Despite several attempts to follow up by telephone, the OCE
received no response to the RFI.

The OCE sent separate RFIs to Gary Chouest and Dino Chouest, both of whom are
officers of Offshore Service Vessels, LLC (formerly Edison Chouest Offshore, LLC) on
August 10, 2011. Among other things, the RFIs sought information regarding members,
officers, and structure of each of the entities, as well as financial information. The OCE
received confirmation that the RFIs were delivered. Again, despite several attempts to
follow up by telephone, the OCE received no response to the RFIs.*

3. In the First Quarter of 2011, ECO Entities Contributed $60,000 to Representative
Young’s Legal Expense Trust

On April 20, 2011, the Trust submitted a report for the first quarter of 2011, in which it
reported receiving $92,000 in contributions during the quarter.®

2d.

% In her interview with OCE staff, Representative Young’s Chief of Staff stated that she had discussed the OCE’s
RFIs with a member of the Chouest family, who told her that responding to the OCE’s requests would be “too
laborious.” See Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 6 at 11-3175_0058).

%1 Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust, First Quarter 2011 Disclosure Report (Exhibit 3 at 11-
3175_0016).

12
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34. Among the contributions received, as disclosed in the report, are twelve $5,000
contributions from twelve ECO entities.*

AN DON VOUNG LEGAL EXPEN
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35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

The twelve ECO entities contributed a total of $60,000 — approximately 65 percent of the
total amount raised for the quarter, and approximately 30 percent of the total amount
raised by the Trust since its creation in 2007.

4. Gary Chouest Arranged $60,000 in Contributions to Representative Young’s
Legal Expense Fund from ECO Entities

On or about December 2010 or January 2011,* Representative Young had a telephone
conversation with Gary Chouest, during which they discussed ways in which Mr.
Chouest could help Representative Young raise money for the Trust.** According to
Representative Young, he did not solicit Mr. Chouest for contributions to his Trust;
rather, Mr. Chouest offered to raise money for the Trust.*® Representative Young
understood that Mr. Chouest intended to raise money from companies owned by the
Chouest family.*

According to Representative Young’s Chief of Staff, after the telephone conversation
with Mr. Chouest, Representative Young asked her how Mr. Chouest could contribute to
the Trust consistent with House rules and regulations.*’

Representative Young did not recall having this conversation with his Chief of Staff, but
stated that they always check with the Ethics Committee before a fundraiser.®® In this
instance, however, neither the Chief of Staff nor the Trustee contacted the Committee on
Ethics prior to accepting the ECO entities’ contributions to the Trust.*

The Chief of Staff told the OCE that, after speaking with Representative Young, she
contacted the Trustee about the permissibility of accepting contributions from a number
of ECO entities.* The Chief of Staff recalled that the Trustee gave her the advice that, as
long as the entities had different tax forms and different insurance, the contributions
would be permissible.*

When asked by the OCE whether she had any conversation with Representative Young’s
Chief of Staff about the permissibility of accepting contributions from the affiliated ECO
entities, the Trustee said she did not.*> When told that the Chief of Staff previously stated
to the OCE that such a conversation took place, the Trustee then said that they had had a

* The Chief of Staff indicated that she believes the conversation took place at this time, but she was not certain. See
Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 6 at 11-3175_0057). Representative Young could not recall when this conversation
took place. See Representative Young MOI (Exhibit 4 at 11-3175_0046).
* Representative Young MOI (Exhibit 4 at 11-3175_0046); Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 6 at 11-3175_0057).
zz Representative Young MOI (Exhibit 4 at 11-3175_0046).

Id.
%7 Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 6 at 11-3175_0057).
% Representative Young MOI (Exhibit 4 at 11-3175_0046).
% Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 6 at 11-3175_0057); Trustee MOI (Exhibit 5 at 11-3175_0053).
ﬁ Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 6 at 11-3175_0057).

Id.
*2 Trustee MOI (Exhibit 5 at 11-3175_0052).

14
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“general discussion” about whether accepting contributions from affiliated entities may
constitute a circumvention of the legal expense fund annual contribution limit.*

41. The Trustee did not conduct any research to determine whether the ECO entities did, in
fact, have different tax forms and different insurance.**

42. The Trustee told the OCE that it was her understanding that as long as a contributor is a
distinct, separate legal entity, it is subject to its own contribution limit.** The Trustee did
not, however, contact the House Committee on Ethics, nor does she recall seeking any
other guidance, regarding this issue.*®

43. After speaking with the Trustee, the Chief of Staff told Representative Young that the
Trust could accept contributions from the ECO entities.*’

44. Representative Young attended a reception/dinner fundraising event in Texas, hosted by
Mr. Chouest, on or about January 14, 2011.*® At the event, Mr. Chouest gave
Representative Young an envelope. Representative Young did not look in the envelope,
nor did he ask Mr. Chouest what was in the envelope. He assumed that the envelope
contained contributions to his legal expense trust.*®

45. Representative Young recalled that he sent the envelope containing what he believed to
be contribution checks to the Trustee without opening it.® His Chief of Staff stated that
she believes that Representative Young brought the contribution checks back to
Washington, DC, where he turned them over to his Chief of Staff.* The Chief of Staff in
turn sent the checks to the Trustee sometime in February 2011 for deposit into the Trust
bank account.*

46. Twelve contribution checks in the amount of $5,000 each (for a total of $60,000), from
twelve ECO entities, were deposited into the Trust bank account on March 31, 2011.%

47. At some point after the Texas fundraising event, Representative Young called Mr.
Chouest to thank him for the funds he had raised.>

*1d. A subsequent letter, dated July 6, 2011, from Representative Young to the Committee on Ethics seeking a
formal opinion on the issue of contributions from affiliated entities states that the Trustee rendered an opinion on
whether the contributions were permissible. See Letter from Rep. Don Young to Rep. Jo Bonner, Chairman, House
Committee on Ethics, July 6, 2011 (Exhibit 10 at 11-3175_0090).
* Trustee MOI (Exhibit 5 at 11-3175_0053).
45

Id.
“1d.
*" Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 6 at 11-3175_0057).
48

Id.
*° Representative Young MOI (Exhibit 4 at 11-3175_0046).
d.
5; Chief of Staff MOI (Exhibit 6 at 11-3175_0057).
1d.
%% See Trust Wells Fargo PMA Checking Account, March 2011 Statement (Exhibit 11 at 11-3175_0093). The
Trustee did not keep copies of the twelve contribution checks. She did, however, provide to the OCE copies of 11
of the check stubs removed before deposit. See Exhibit 12 at 11-3175_0101 to 11-3175_0104.

15
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48. On July 6, 2011, after the OCE initiated its investigation, Representative Young
submitted a formal request to the Committee on Ethics for guidance on whether the
twelve ECO entities shared a contribution limit under the Legal Expense Fund
regulations.”® As of September 7, 2011, Representative Young had not received a
response from the Committee.

CONCLUSION

49. The House Gift Rule includes an exception to the general limitations on acceptance of
gifts by Members for contributions to a legal expense fund established by a Member and
approved by the Committee on Ethics, provided that the contributions are lawfully made
in accordance with the restrictions found in the House legal expense fund regulations.*®

50. House legal expense fund regulations prohibit a fund from accepting more than $5,000 in
a calendar year from any individual or organization.>” The regulations also require
disclosure of contributions in excess of $250 per calendar year “from any single source. .
.8 Similarly, financial disclosure provisions require Members to disclose all gifts,
including contributions to a legal expense fund, aggregating more than $335 per calendar
year “from a single source.”®

51. To prevent circumvention of the gift limits, the House Ethics Manual requires that gifts
from certain affiliated individuals or entities must be considered as coming from a single
source: “[a] gift received from an individual affiliated with an organization counts
against the annual gift limitation of both the individual and the organization.”® The
Manual warns that “[i]t is important to bear in mind that a gift from an individual who is
employed by or similarly affiliated with any organization is deemed to be a gift from both
that individual and the affiliated organization....”®

52. Several factors indicate that the $60,000 in contribution checks for Representative
Young’s legal expense fund from the ECO entities were from a single source, subject to a
single contribution limit. Mr. Chouest offered to raise money for the Trust; subsequently,
twelve entities with which he is affiliated (and which are affiliated with each other) each
made a $5,000 contribution to Representative Young’s Trust. Mr. Chouest delivered
contribution checks from the twelve ECO entities to Representative Young at the same

> Representative Young MOI (Exhibit 4 at 11-3175_0047).

% Letter from Representative Don Young to Representative Jo Bonner, Chair, Committee on Ethics, July 6, 2011
(Exhibit 10 at 11-3175_0090).

% House Rule 25, clause 5(a)(3)(E).

" Comm. on Ethics, Legal Expense Fund Regulations { 8.

* Comm. on Ethics, Legal Expense Fund Regulations  13.

> House Ethics Manual 84.

% House Ethics Manual 36 (emphasis in original).

®1|d. at 37 n.25. As previously noted, the Senate Ethics Manual is even more explicit on the aggregation of gifts
from affiliated entities: “Also, while the Committee generally recognizes the seperate [sic] legal status of related
entities (e.g. a parent and its subsidary [sic] entity will be treated as distinct sources for purposes of the Gifts Rule),
such entities will NOT be accorded seperate [sic] source status if the entities are acting in concert or as agent for the
other with respect to a particular gift.” Senate Ethics Manual 55-56 (2003).
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time, and Representative Young subsequently acknowledged and thanked Mr. Chouest
for raising these funds.

53. Based on the evidentiary record before the Board, there is a substantial reason to believe
that the twelve contributions from the ECO entities were from a single source and that
Representative Young understood the twelve contributions to be from a single source.®?

54. Further, as a result of the Chouest family’s lack of cooperation, there is no information
available to the Board to refute the evidence that the contributions were made from a
single source. The OCE was unable to determine, for example, the tax status of the
contributing ECO entities,®® whether each entity has independent income, or how each
entity accounts for the income it may or may not receive. Therefore, the OCE Board
recommends that the entities named in paragraph 56 be subpoenaed.

55. For these reasons, the Board recommends that the Committee on Ethics further review
the allegations described above concerning Representative Young.

INFORMATION THE OCE WAS UNABLE TO OBTAIN AND
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE ISSUANCE OF SUBPOENAS

56. The following individuals and entities did not cooperate with the OCE’s review:
a. Edison Chouest Offshore, LLC/Offshore Service Vessels, LLC;
b. Alpha Marine Services, LLC,;
c. C-Innovation, LLC;
d. C-Port, LLC;
e. C-Port-2, LLC;

f. Galliano Marine Services, LLC;

82 \While this review focused on the twelve contributions from ECO entities, similar issues may be implicated by
other contributions from related entities, including contributions from Osborne Construction Company and George
R. Osborne, Jr. in the second quarter of 2008, and contributions from Ocean Prowler, LLC and Prowler, LLC in the
third quarter of 2008.

8 Under IRS regulations, an LLC may be classified for federal income tax purposes as a partnership, corporation, or
an entity disregarded as an entity separate from its owner (a “disregarded entity”). An LLC that is not automatically
classified as a corporation may choose its classification. An LLC with at least two members may choose to be taxed
as a corporation or as a partnership, and an LLC with a single member may choose to be taxed as a corporation or as
a disregarded entity. See http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/selfemployed/article/0,,id=205014,00.html.

If an LLC chooses to be treated as a partnership for tax purposes, it must file an annual information return to report
the income, deductions, gains, losses, etc., from its operations, but it does not pay income tax. Instead, it “passes
through” any profits or losses to its partners. Each partner includes his or her share of the partnership's income or
loss on his or her tax return. See http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/article/0,,id=98214,00.html.
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g. Marine Technologies, LLC;

h. Martin Holdings, LLC;

i. Nautical Solutions, LLC;

J. Nautical Ventures, LLC;

k. North American Fabricators, LLC;
I.  North American Shipbuilding, LLC;
m. Offshore Support Services, LLC;

n. Dionne Chouest Austin;

0. Gary Chouest; and

p. Dino Chouest.

57. As a result, the OCE was unable to obtain information regarding ECO and its affiliated
entities. The OCE sent RFIs to each of the above-named individuals and made numerous
attempts to follow up on the RFIs by telephone. The telephone calls were never returned.

58. The Board recommends the issuance of subpoenas to ECO, the twelve contributing
entities, Gary Chouest, Dionne Chouest Austin, and Dino Chouest.
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Jannary 14, 2008

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Leasintive Resource Oenter
B0 Canvon Hoewse Otties Binlding
Washington, D0 20515-6012

Dyear S

Parsaant 1o Rule 4(0) of the Ho s Conmuitice on Stndurds of Qfficial Conduet,
enclosed for fing plense find o copy of the Trust Agreement establishing the Congressman Don
Youry bogal Experss Trust, and the fotter from the Comnuittee on Standards of Oifioal Condued

approving estabdishment of the trust

ek vou for vour sitention to thismadter, Plesse et me know i you fave any

Justions,

Sincersly,
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N DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPENSE TRUST

This Trust Agreement dated this 3ist day of December, 2007, by and  bepween
Congressmag Don Youn o (herefnafier called “Trus stor™ and Gail R. Schubert (hereinafter calted
“Prustee™, establishes ihc Congressraan Don Young Legel Expense Frust,

RELCITALS

AL The Trustor, who i3 & member of the United States House of B L,p"cscmati\-‘(*;\ has
mensred legal expenses i copnection witly his official duties and positon in Congress and

natters bearing on his reputation and fitness for office, including cooperating with federal
authoriting

£ it 15 the desire of the Trustor to provide a proper means fo aecept transfers of
money, Property drl(‘ services, meluding pro botie fegal services, for the sole pwrpose of
*w'f'ﬁvmg ths 1 § costa that have been and will be incurred in connection with his official dulies
and position 1o Congress, and matters bearing on his reputation or fitness for office, tn o manner
copsistent with and in wmplmm o with the laws of the United States and the District of
Cotumben, and the Rules of the House of Pupxeam*tmwm ineluding the Code of Official
Cenduct (Rute 237, the House gm rale (Rule 25), and the Legal Expease Fund fleguiations
issuerd by the Hease Committee on Standards of Ofticial Conduct.

D THEREFORE, in accordance with the above stated purposes, faws and roles, the
» {ollows:

. 7 v, The Trustor hershy trarefers to the Trustee the sunt of 516 This and all
other property, mmhw real, personal or mixed, debivered, pd\'af‘/lé‘ to or wmmaw tor the
Congressman Don Young i gal Expense Trust shall he held by the Trusiee, in trust for the sole
and spocific puposes and on the senditions hereinaftor set forth in pa ragraph 2 below, This Trust
shall be known as the Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust {the “rast™) Adl such
property, regartless of its form, shall be considered as being contributed or donated to the Trust,

2 Trust Purpose. The sele aad exclusive purpose of the Trust s to provide @ praper means
for the aceeptanse of mooey, property and s¢ rvices, inchuding, If necessaty. pro bono fegal
services, to provide for all reasonable, necessary v und M)pmpuc&(t’ fogal fees or churges jncurred
by the Trostor o connection with hus official duties and position in Congress (inclading election
thereto?, and matiers bearing on his reputution of fitness for office. To such end, the Trust shall
be axxniablu » pay ali reasonable, necessary and appropriste expenses of the Trustor's counsel
and such nther and usual customary expenses that bave been or may be inearred in connection
with tha above statad purpose, The Trust may not be used to pay any legal expenses that arise in
conneeion with a mater that is primarily personal in nature. Trust funds may be used for no
purpose oty than that specifically pre ovided Berein, Al suck paymenis may be made by the
Trestee rom either prineiple andsor nconie,

The Trastor shall have the sole and absolute right to name and designaie an atiormey of
attomeys (and reach @ fee agreement) as he joay feel are nvesssary 10 pra’v‘itt‘ proper legal
representation to him tos the above puposc and shall so notify the Trustee, fn writing, of us
choice or choices, as well ag the agreed fee arrangement made with each attormey or fim.
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Thereafier, upon the presentation of property itemized staicments for work done and expenses
sdvanced by said aitomey or atiorneys to the Trustes the Trustee shall make payments or
disbursement 1o sud counsel and o others, i nscessary, the Trustee shall, in hs absolute
discretion, dotormine the reasonablencss and acouracy ol f said statement which shall contain 2
certilication by said counset that soid ser vices are pecessary, reasonable, and pmpu SETVICES
and/or erpenses incurred on behalt of the Trustor for the purposes set out herefn, Payreat by the
Trustee in accordance with such staternent, certification and demand, shall discharge the Trusiee
from all further Tiability hereunder, and the Trustee sh wall not be bound to inguirs further into the
validity, expedicncy, reasonableness or propriety v of the statemient, centification and demand.

i
in accordanee wi tement, i an individual, shall be at least 25 yoars of age. The Trustee
*‘h:; 1 not have any family, business ov eraployment celationship with the Trustor and shall not b

elated or subordinate p \m, ag o the Trustor, within the mes ming of Section 672(z) of the
ntc roal Fevenae Code of 1986, as amended, T he Trustee herein named, and acy suecesser
Trustes, warants az*d represents o the Trustor that he will at all times faithiully ('on‘-plx' with the
Legal Expense Pund Regdations issued by the House Commiitee on standards of Official
Condug:, with IE wplicable statates of the United States and the Distriet of Cohumbia, and with
the Rates of the ‘,inusx, of Representatives, The Trustee herein mamed, and any suceessor, further
warrants, tepresents, and recognizes that he will be acting in a fiduciary eapacity and wiil be
bound & / the i )5" the Digtrict of Colurahia regulating the conduct of such fiduciaries and by
the striet terms of this ,nmm wnt, It i understood that fhe powers, duties and rights of the
Irusuzc are conrolled by said laws and the tenms of this instrurnent which are not inconsistent
therewith,

Prustee. The Trastee hereunder, o any SUCCEssOr zrus(m appoiate

i

4, iy s ?’os s The Trostee shall have the powers, which shall be exereised ino4
fiduciary sap y pay 2l the above reasonable, necessaty and appropricte sxpenses ooly o
strict soraphianee \wt} y paragraph 2 above, and reasorbly related to the purpose for which the

Trast was estabiished, including, bui not limited to. all fees and expenses reasonably related to
the jegal proceedings and all inoureed ¢osts of administering the Trust, The Trusiee, withowt
diminwion or restriction of the powers vested by law, or slsewhere in this instrornent and subjeet
o ali other z*cm ionz of this instrument, w:*hom the necessity of procuring amy ;adicia}'
authorization therefore, or approval thereof, shall be vested with, and in the applhication of his
best judgment and diseretion on behalt of fhe Trustor, shall be authonized to exercise, the powers

SR ,stu,uhy snumerated as follows:

a. Dgrfeg the Trusteg’s admindstration: of the Trust and subject to st the other
provisions of iy tustrument, 0 receive all of the assets of the Trust, und Lo have exclusive
possession awd cordrol thereol all such assets shall be maintainesd in an gccount O ACTOUIS,
sotablished for the exolusive purpose of adwinistering the Trusy, and segregated Fom the
nersonad, political, or official Rmds of the Trustor,

b To enter into coniracts binding upon the Trust (but not upon the Trustee s
ingividual H_},ftuw; whick are repsonably incident to the admipistration of the Trost, and whxm
the Trustes in the sxercise of his best judgment believes to be for the best interests of the Trust

T
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<. To seitle, by compronaise ar otenvise, clums or demiands againat the Trust, oc
held on behait of the Trusty

d. T pay uny federal, state and local taxes, should any be decmed 1o exist which are
fncurred as 4 sesudt of the creation, operation, or administration of the Trast,

e To invest liquid assets of the Trusy, and from tirne o ume exchange or hquidate
such assets, pending distribution the eof, if and when such investments in tha, judgment of the
Trustee will pot impede or delay distribution ther cof pursyant to the provistons of this instrivnent
ar as otherwise by Jaw required, and in the judgment of the Trustee are advisable and for the best
mterests of the Trust:

f. To retain investments which initially coe into the hands of the Trustee amony
he tesers of e Trusy, without Hability for loss or depreciation or diminution in vitue resulting

L

from such retestion, so long as in the judgment of the Trustec it is not cisarly for the best
mw%ts aof the Trust, that such investments be | 1q¢;dmm although such investments may not be
mrodustive of ineome ot otherwise 1y pot be such as the Trustee would be authorized to make;

5. At any time, and from o w time, © beep gl or any partion of the Proust
lquid forny, uninvested, for such time as the Trusice may desm advisable, without lability for
any oss of insoroe seeasioned by so downg;

. To deposit funds of the Trust in ong ot more ackounts © sarried by the Trustee, ina
clearly specified Sduciary ca;mut*’, in any one or more banks andior trust gompantes whose
deposits are inswed under the provisions of the Fede rm Deposit Insurance ACt a8 now
constituted or as the same may be bereafier amend ded; and if the Trustee be itsetf @ bank or a trust
compary, and 15 otherwise qualitied, itpay senve as such depository;

‘. To deposit for safekecping with any bank or trust pomparty (including the Trustee
gsedf 31 3t 4y a bank or @ bust wmpany} any negotisble or ponnegoy mic secunities or other
uocmm:m» conatituting ussets or records of the Trust;

i To bring and prosecite or to detend sctions al faw or in equity for the protection
ets or inferests of thc, Trust or for the protection or enforcement of the provisions of this
nstnpent;

k. To cmploy atiormeys, auounhmtx, or othey persons whose Services may be
pecessary of advisable, in the jud 5*mmtni the Trustee, to advise or assist hum it the discharge of
his dwics, or in the conduct of any business constituting an asset of the Trost, or o the
panagsment, madnienanse, improvement, prmcx«anon or protection of any property of the Trost,
or otherwist in the exercise of any powers vested in the Trusteg

L To procure and pdy preniums on poficies of ingurance 1o protect { the Trust or any
of the sssets thereat, apainst lability for personal injuries or property damage, or sganst 10ss ot
damage by reason of theft, embezzlement or ather hazards a}gamat which such insurance is
normaily earrisd in connection with astivities or on propertiss such as those with respect o
which the Trustee procures sucl insurance;

a2
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m, Ty exercise in person or by proxy (with or without & power of substitution vesied
in the proxys all voting rights ineident 1o the pwnership of corparata stock ot the othies securitics
coratituting usseis of the Trost; and to exereise all other rights and privileges incident o the
awnership of sush securities, including but not liotted 1o the right to sl exchange, endorse of
otherwise transfer such securities, (o consent o {or oppose) reeTganizalions, copsohdations,
mergers, or other propused corporate actions by the issuer of such securities, 10 CxXereise or
deciine ta exercise options to purchase additional shares or unites of such sccurities or of refated
securition, and o pay all assessments. ot other expenses necessury {1a the hudgment of the
Trustee) for the profection o f such securities or the value therea!: and

e To do any and all oder thisgs, net in viclation of any other terms of s
atrument, which, in the judgment of the Trustee, ate pecessaty or appropriate {or the proper
managenient, investaent, xod distrition of the assets of the Trust in accordance with the
provisions of Gus instrareent, and in his judgment are for the best nterests of the Trust and the
Trustor,

“he Trustee shall be specificaily authorized 1o exercise any and all power: o 01BNage,
maintain, inprove, and preserve the Trust, paying reasonuble, necessary sod appropriale
expenses incurred in soliciting, soeking or arranging for the acquisition of additional Trust
oroperty fo acecrdance with parsgraph 1, above, Guch reasonabie, necessary and appropriate
gxpen dude expenses inewrred by the Trustos and agents of the Trustor rendering
services Ceust or 10 the Trustee in futherance of the Trustes’s exercise of this pawer;
provided, however, that 8o such expenses incurred by the Trustor o by mny agent of the Trustor
may be paid By the Trustee undess the Trustee has authorized the sxpensces in advaoce ang has
received documentation of the expenses fneurred in @ manner o in u form which he deens
appropriate snd consistent with the purposes, ferms and conditions of the Trust.

In addition o the pewers enumerated above, the Trustee shall, subjest to applicable faw,
determine tn Ais sole discretion what is income and what is principal, to allocate o income of
principal or apportion between them any receipt, gain, loss ot gxpenditure as is deamed just and
guitable 1 the siroumstances of cach case, as it arses. The exercise by the Trustee of any
discretion granted hereunder in good fasth shall be binding and conclusive urall persons.

4. Compensadon of the Trusiee, The Trustee, if an individual, may be compensated from
either income or principal of the Trustio sccordance with the usual and customary raies for such
services, I ihe wvent that the Trustee shafl be e trust departmient of & national banking
insiitution, the Trostee shall be compensated in accordance with the usoal, customary and
published Trusies’s rates of said stitution for & trust of this type and size. The Trustee may
Walve COmPEensaion,

&, proqibied Contributions. The Trustee may not knowingly aceept any gift or domation that
is prolibited by or is fo excess of the Yivnits ostablished by the Legal Expense Fund regulations
fssued by the House Commitiee on Standards of Official Conduet, or that is profhibiied by any

:r.
other jaws, rules of repulations governing such conteibutions as interpreted by the House
Commiter on Standards of Officin Conduct. In partisulan
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o

a. The Trust shall not knowingly accept more than 55,000 in a calendar year from
any individual or arganization.

b. The Trust shall not knowingly accept any contribution from u registered fohbyist
ot an agent of & foreign principal.

“ The Trust shall not knowingly aceept any pro bono fogal service of o value more
than 55,000 from any single snurce inany calendar year,

g3

1€ any prohibited contribution s inadvertently accepted, the Trustee shall as soon as
pracycal after beconting wvare of the prohibited nature of the contribution, rerurs i i ity entrety

io the denor GF from a profubited soaree) or return the excess of $3,000 to the dopor it
nrohibited hecauss of the amount).

: Non-Dsclosure and Disclosure Provisions, The Trusteg is authorized amd directed to
comply fully and completely with the Ethies in Goverunent Act of 1978, as ammended, and W
supply fo the Trustor oc bis agent any and all information regarding contributions, gifts and
expendiures 48 may be necessary and required by law 1o permit the Trastor to coraply fully with
the Legat Bxpense Fund Regulatons issued by the House Commitice on Srandards of Officiad
Condue, the Ethica in Governmest Act of 1978, ns amended, and any other appiicable law
regardivg discionge of reporting requirements {or Menibers o f Congress:

&)
I

s

o

5. Term of Trust and Disposition of Assets. The term of the Trust shull be for an butal
period of ten (10

{14y vears and shal e irrevocable. In the event, in the sole and absolute discretion
of the Trustes, the purposes for which the Trust i¢ coeated are fulfitied or no onger exist priot o
the expivatior of ton {10) vears fom ihe date of this wwstrument, the Trustee shall tenninate the
Trust, [n the sole discretion of the Trustee, i he determines that the purposes for which the Trust
i cresiod have riot heen completed ar sull exist at the expiration of said ten {10) year period, the
Trustee may extend said period by such time as he deemns appropriate. Upon the corppletion of
the Trust, any funds, assets or property of any kind, character, wrid deseription, whether the same
he prineipal or ineome, which may he remaining in the harde of the Trustes afier compliance
with peragraph 2 above, shall e distributed by the Trustee, i the sole and absolute discretion of
the Trogiee, o tie contributors to the Trust, pro rata

5o

9 NTHRw Trustees. In the ovent that the original named Trusice herein shall desive at
any Wme relicved of his duties herein, the Trustee may resipn by writien notice to the
Trustor, who may appoint & successor Trustee with the qualifications set forib 1o paragraph 3
above, and as approved by the House Commitiee on Standards of Official Conduct, as requived
by parsigrapl 13 below, The Trustor gliall have tie sare power 1o appaint i substituge Trustee in
the event of the death, incapacity, or fuilure to act i acoordance with the terms of this instrument
of any Trustes. In the event of the Trastor's inability to act as a resalt of jncapacity or othe
ressonable eause, the propes legal representative of ihe “Trustor shall have the right und authority
i seeh the appongment of a substitute Trusice in any court of competent | arisdizton for such
sirict of Columina,

I
{

rements. Netther the Trostee not wy SULCRSSOT
aithful and proper performance of the Trusiee

j308 Liabshy

1ty of the Trustee and Bond Requt
frustee shall e required to give bord for the f

L7y
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duticy hereunder. The Trastee Or any sRCCCSsOL trustee may, however, it his, her or its sbsolute
diseretion, purchase & bond in such ameunt as the Trustee or any SUCCEs3OT Wustee deems proper
and pay the promiuni(s) from Trost funds.

. The Trustee shall keep or, in the Trusiee’s sole and absolute
diserstion, 4 quse pthers (o eep, aceurate wiitlen records and hooks of account of the Trust
property. showing the manney in which the Trust property is invested and al} reeeips
dishursernents, and other anseetions involving the Trust property. All such records and bouoks
of accouat shall ks the property of the FTrustee during the duration of the Trust and they, topether
with the Trust property and A1 reasorable evidence thereof, plus any accounts, shall not be made
svailabice to the Trustor during the Trust term except as fereinafter provided or as requited by
applicable faw.

17 ftgs. 1t i the intent and desire of the parties of this instrument that the Trusi be
comsidered o District of Columbia trust, and Hs terms shall be construed and shall be
adraimisieeed in accordanes with the laws of the District of Caelumbia,

I

13, Iy

3¢ iy and_Amendments. In the even that any provision of s mstrarment shall be
determined or found to be mvalid, egal, guethical, or improper in any manner by the House
Commitee on Stindards of Offielal Conduct, or aoy other appropriate aathority, the Trustee
hall have the right to make such written amendments to fis instrument a8 piay be necessary 10
coniply with such detenmination of finding. Any such provision prohibited by law or
uneninrecanle i any manner shall not affect the remaining provisions of this instrument, b the
event hat such invalidity cianot be corrested, the ‘Tyusice shall terminate the Trust in accordance
with peragraph § ubove. No amendment of this agreement, Or sUCessor ot substitule Trustee
appobitment, will be effective without writter: approval of the House Comraittes on Standards of
Otficial Conduct.

t

14 nsclosurs and Renorting. Requirements. The Trustor shil! file, and the Trustor will
personally sign, quarterly reports with the House Committec on Standards of Official Conduct
ang the Legistative Resoures Center, disclosing contributions 1o and espenditures of the Trast in
accordince wit paragraph 13 of the Legal Expense Fund Regulations issued by the House
Commitice on Standards of Officiel Conduct, including the name and sirect address ol each
person reguired to b Hsted as well as the doliar amount of cach contribution (or group of
contributions) wnd vach expenditure reguired to he dizclosed, as well as any dishursement 0 the
Trusior or menbers of big immediate fanuly to detray the costs of any exponses ircurred in
soliciting, sceking, or arraoging for the acquisition of Trust property by date, dollar amount, and
[RITPOSE,

IN WITNESS WHERBEGE, the Trustor and the Trustue have signed this instrument, hoth

parties tending that they shall he bound and that the Trust shall take sffoct on this date.

6
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Uy
& our signatures tis %1 day of December, 2007,
;

o R Y
WITNES g CRRANS ,

Congres
Trustor

o

Subscribed and sworn us befors sue this ol day of December, 200

Trusiee

Subseribed and sworn o hefore me this day of Desember, 2007

Motary Public

My Commission Bapwes:
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EFHANE TUBRES JONES,

HARWOMAN

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CQNGRESS

COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS OF
OFFICIAL CONDUCT

THashington, BY 20515~
Jamuary 9, 2008

The Honorable Don Young

U.S. House of Representatives

2111 Raybur House Office Building
Washingten, D.C, 20515

L4

Dear Colleague:

This responds to your letier of letter of january 2, 2008 in which vou seek
Committes approval of the Congressman Don Young cha. Expense Trust, a copy of
which was enclosed with your letter,

Under the Committee’s Legal Expense Fand Regulations, contributions for a Legal
Expense Fund may neither be solicited nor accepted prior fo the Committee’s written
approval of a completed trust document that includes the identity of the frustee (Commitice
Regulations 1 and 113 The trustee named in your agreement is Gail R. Schubert, an
attorney who is of counsel to the {aw finn of Reeves Amedio, LLC of Anchorage, Alaska.
According o your lelter, you have no family, business, or employment relationship with Ms.
Schubert.

The Committee hereby approves the trust provided with your letter. In accordance
with Commiltee Regulation 12, & copy of the agrecment should be filed with the Legislative
Resouree Center {(B-106 Cannon House Office Building) within one week of Commiltee
approval.  In accordance with Committee Regulation 13, you (not the Trusiee) are
responsible for filing quarierly reports with the Comunittee regarding certain receipts and
expenditures, A copy of vour quarterly report must also be fil d with the Legislative
Resource Center for public disclosure. In addition to the guarterly reports, any contributions
of more than $303 in a calendar year (from other than a relative) must also be disclosed on
Schedule VI of vour a‘mual financial disclosure statement.

Your letter indicates that the fund will be used to pay lezal expenses wncurred in
connection with your “official duties and position in Congress, and matters bearing on
[your] repuwiation or fitness for office.” Recital B of the trust agreement contains a shmilar
general %mten ant of the trust’s purpose. [t is owr understanding that the specific purpose of
the frust refates {0 an ongoing Department of Justice investigation concerning your conduct
as a M*-‘mner of the House of Represeniatives, The Commitiee should be contacted for
guidarice before any trust funds are used for any purpese other than to pay legal expenses
resulting frors this matter.

0.5. Houge of Representatibes  ppemer

-2, THE CARITOL
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The Honorable Don Young
Janmary 9, 2608

Page 2

f vou have any further questions, please contact the Commitiee’s Office of Advice
Education at extension 3

&
s 7

and

|

v

miﬁ%

o i ; Sincerely
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Stephanie Tubbs Jones / Joc Hastings

Cheirwoman /¢ anking Republican Member
Chairwoma § Ranking Repub] Memb
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L
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August 1, 2011

Committee on Standards of Official Conduct
1015 Longworth Building
Washington, DC 20015

Attached is a copy of the required quarterly report conceming the
Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust,

If there are any questions, please contact my Chief of Staff, Pamela Day,
at 202-225- 1R

oo

DON YOUN
Congressiman for Al A

aska

Attachiment: The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust
Reporting Period Ending June 30, 2011
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THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPENSE TRUSY
Reporting Period Ending June 36, 2811

CONTRIBUTIONS:
Nose to repott,
DISBURSEMENTS MADE:

Nowié ta report.
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DON YDUNG
Cinlaregaman For Av BLasks
WASHINGTON GFFICE
R

COMIMTYEE OR
HATURAL RESOURGCES

CHAIRMARN,
TREOIAN AR A
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CANATIVE 3 RG
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KoY

COMMIFTER
TRANSPORTATION &
o]

ON

feﬁymsizicmq
TTER

erhediiog

April 20, 2011

Committee on Standards of Official Conduct
10156 Longworth Building
Washinglon, DC 20615

Altached s g copy of the required quartery report conceming the
Congresaman Don Young Legal Expense Trust.
I there are any questions, please contact my Chief of Staff, Pameta Day,

at 202-225 1R

Sincersly

he Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust
eporting Period Ending March 31, 2011

Attachment: T
]Z
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THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPEN
Reporting Period Ending Maveh 31, 2011

CONTRIBUTHONS:

Alpha Mavine Services, LLC
PO, Hox 310
Gralliano, LA 70354

{-Innovation, LLC
POy Box 210
Cralliano, LA 70354

C-Port, 11O
.00 Box 310
Galliopo, LA 70354

CPort 2, LLC
PO Diranwer 310
Galliano, LA 707354

Galliano Marive Service, LLC
PO, Box 310
Galliano, LA 70354

Jim Jansen

Anchorage, AK 99514

Kodiak Renai Fiber Link, 13.C

2702 Denali Street, Suite 100
Anchiarage, AK 99503

Marine Technologies, 1LLC
PO Bag 310
Cralliano, LA 70354

Martin Holidings, LLT
PO Bog 310
Grallbiano, LA 70354

Javier Ortiz

Atlanza, CGA 30205

$5.000.00

$5,000.00

$5.000.00

$5,000.00

$5,000.00

$5,000.00

33,000.00

$5.000.00

$5.000.00

g
S

ETRUST
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MNaunfical Solutiens, LLC
.0 Box 310
Gialliano, LA 70354

Naotical Ventures, LLC
P.CL Bok 310
Cralliano, LA 70354

Novth Awmerican Fabricators, IO
208 Northy Ameniean Coint
Houma, L.A 75363

Worth American Shipbuilding, 13.C

PO Dirawer 580
Larose, LA 70373

{ffshore Support Service, LLOC
P.O. Box 310
Crallzane, LA 70354

Trident Seafoods Corporation
5303 Shlshole Avenue NW

Seattle, WA 98147

{onchita Ballori

(rzaynaboe, PR ODYG6

Mario Dantel Baliovi

Wastngton, DC 20037

Hernapder Almodovay

SavJud, PROC0936

Willinm Bass
Or Cheryl Bass

Apchorage, AK 99515

Jamie Fanalledas, Jr.

Sah Juan, PR O0OR30

$5,000.00

$5,000.06

—~n
-

¥

$5.,000.01

§3,000.00

$5,000.00

£5,000.00

$1,500.00

$1,500.00

$1,000.00

%1.000.00
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Perry Green

Anchorage, AIL 99501

Ricardo Lapouie Parst and/or
Waleska Rodriguer De Tesug

San Juan, PR 00919

Robert €. Penuey

Aunchorage, AK 92508

P.J. Penvey

Auncliorage, AK 99508

£d Rasnmson

Anchorage, AK 99519

{rail R, Schubert

Anchorage, AK 99507

DISBURSEMENTS MADE:

Al Guop Strauss Haver & Feld
1333 New Hatopshire Ave,, NW.

Washigton, 12.C. 20036

Color Art Printing
430 West 7+ Ave.
Ancharage, AK 99501

$1,000.00

$1,600.00

$1,000.00

$1.000.00

51.000.00

ay
‘—

525,000.00

I

343670
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FURLICAN
Y CTRETTEE

Janwary 31, 2011

Commitiee on Standards of Official Conduct
The Capitol, HT-2
Washington, DG 20315

Attached is a copy of the required quarterly report concerning the
Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust.

If there are any quastions, please contact my Chief of Staff, Pamela Day,

al 202-225 R

Sincerel

HON YOUNL
Congressnian for All

Attachment: The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust
Reporting Period Ending December 31, 2010

11-3175_0020



THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPENSE TRUST

Reporting Period Vnding December 31, 2010

Cruy Construetion, Ine, 55,800,680
Box Y823
Palmer, AK 99645

Chugach Alaska Corporation ' $3,6800.00
3600 Centerpoint Dirive, ste 601
Anchorage, AK 99503

Neeser Construction, fn $5,000.60
2501 Blueberry Road

Ancharage, AK 99503

sunceialty Supply, Ine. S5480.60
P.O. Box 110777

Anchorage, AK 99511,

DISBURSEMENTS MADE:

None to report.

11-3175_0021



DOW Y

October 14, 2010

Committee on Standards of Official Conduct
The Capitol, HT-2
Washington, DG 20819

Attached is a copy of the required quarterly report concerning the
Congressman Don Yound Legal Expense Trust,

If there are any questions, please contact my Chief of Staff, Fameta Day,
at 202-225- 1

Sincerely,

&
27 )

ponYgUNG
Congressman for All Alaska

Attachment: The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust
Reporting Period Ending September 30, 2010
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THE CONGRESEMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPENSE TRUST
Reporting Poriod Eading Scptember 30, 2010

CONTRIBUYIONS:
Ty Jansen $3,000.00
Anchorage, Alaska 99315

DISRURSEMENTS MANE:

None 1o report

11-3175_0023



July 138, 2010

Commities on Standards of Official Gonduat
The Capitol, HT-2
Washington, DO 20815

Atached is a copy of the required quarterly report concerming the
Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust,

If there are any questions, please contact my Chief of Staff, Pamela Day,

at 202225

Attachment: The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust
Reporting Period Ending June 30, 2010
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THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPENSE TRUBT
Repaorting Petiod Ending Juna 30, 2010

CONTRIBUTIONS:
Mone o report,
DISBURSEMENTS:

MNone to repor.
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A Y OUNG

April 15, 2010

Cormmittes on Standards of Official Conduct
The Capitol, HT-2
Washington, DG 20615

Altached is a copy of the required quarterly report concerming the.
Congrassman Don Young Legal Expense Trust, :

if there are any questions, please contact my Chief of Staff, Pamela Day,
gt 202-225- 1

Sinpare

DON YOUN
Congressman for Al Alakka

Attachment: The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust
Reporting Period Ending March 31, 2010
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THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPENSE TRUST

CONTRIBUTIONS:
None to report.
DISBURSEMENTS

None o report.

Reporting Period Ending March 31, 2010

11-3175_0027



AERA

January 28, 2010

Committes on Standards of Officlal Conduct
The Capitol, HT-2
Washington, DC 20515

Attached s a copy of the required quarlerly report conceming the
Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust.

If there are any questions, please contact my Chiet of Staff, Pamela Day,

at 202-225- R

Since

DON YOLU
Congress'

Attachment: The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust
Reporting FPeriod Ending December 31, 2009
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THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPENSE TRUSY
Reporting Period Ending Decemiber 31, 2009
CONTRIBUTIONS:
None o report,
DISBURSEMENTS BMADE:

Note to report.

11-3175_0029



Ootober 15, 2008

Commitiee on Standards of Official Gonduct
The Capitol, HT-2
Washingten, DC 20515

Attached is a copy of the required guarterly report concerming the
Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust,
If there are any questions, please contact my Chisf of Staff, Pamela Day,

at 202-225- 1

Sincerel

DON YOUNG &
Cangressman for All Alaskz

Attachment: The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust
Reporting Period Ending September 30, 2009
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THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG
Reporting Perviod Ending S

CONTRIBUTIONS:

. Bering Straits Mative Corporation
Box 1008
Mome, Alaska 99762
Septewmber 25, 2009

Y

Chugach Alasks Corporation
3800 Centerpoint Drive, Suite 601
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
September 18, 2009

DISBURSEMENTS MADE;

. Akin Gurop Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
1333 New Haoshure Ave, NJW,

FGAL EXPRNSE TRUST
tembeyr 348, 2009 RNOOT 1Y P Lo
AL Al roads (: N

52.500.00

$5,000.00

$5,000.00
9/30/09 Check 1007

11-3175_0031



July 16, 2009

Committee on Standards of Official Conduct
The Capitol, HT-2
Washington, DC 20616

Altached is a copy of the required quarterly report concerming the
Congrassman Don Young Legal Expanse Trust.
If there are any quaestions, please contact my Chief of Staff, Pamela Day,

at 202-225- 1R

Sincerely,

DON YOUNG
Congressman for Al Alaska

Attachment: The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust

Reporting Period Ending June 30, 2000
4
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THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPENSE TRUST
Reparting Period Ending June 30, 2009

There 1s no activity 1o repart.
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April 22, 2009

Committee on Standards of Offieial Conduct
The Capitol, HT-2
Washington, DE 20513

Attached is a copy of the reguired quarterly report concerning The Congressimar Don
Young Legal Expense Trust,

[f theve are any guestions, please feel free 1o cottact my Chiet of Swaff, Pamela Day, a

202-225 -

Sipetiely,

e

/:a{ ,’ /

/‘5‘ ,,"-;x\ é/// e ’?
)()Q YOUNG ;

B
i
i
1

for Al ;\Lls o

f

f// o OHUILS“H a3

S
‘«.‘,;\

{

Attachiment; The Congressman Don Young Legal l* xpense Trust
Reporting Perjod ¥nding Decenter 3 1, 2008
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THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPENSE TRUST
Reporting Period Ending March 31, 2009

CONTRIBUTIONS:

Trident Scafoods Corporation
5303 Shilshole Avenue NW
Scattie, WA 98 107-4000
1/14/00

DISBURSEMENTS MADE:

o James B Sharp, Esy.
¢/o Akin Gumyp Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
1333 New Hampshire Ave,, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20036

2. Akin Gurop Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP
1333 New Hampshire Ave., NW.
Washington, D.C. 20036

$5,000.00

$5,000.00
2/23/09 Check 1005

$1,000.00
32708 Check 1006
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RN 1,

?é : RANKING MEMBER
COMMITTEE ON
AESQURCES

DON YOUNG
CONGRESSMAN FOR ALL ALASKA
WASHINGTON OFFICE
2111 Raveos Butiing

Trurppone 200/225
W HOUSE. GOVDONYOUNG/

COMMITYEE ON
TRANSPORTATION

N At
ongress of the Wiited Stadon
Honse of Reproveutatines
WMarhinglon, BE zp515

January 29, 2009

Committee on Standards of Officiat Conduct
Capitol HT-2, U.8. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Attached is a copy of the required quarterly report conceming The Congressman
Don Young Legal Expense Trust,

if there are questions, please feel free to contact my Chief of Staff, Mike
Anderson, at 202-225- IR

t}fﬂcerefy,
P
A oy 7
kwﬂé/’/’? 2 (j e
S BON YoUNG
Congressman for All Alaska

Alch
The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust
Reporting Period Ending December 31, 2008

11-3175_0036



THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EXPENSE TRUST
Reporting Period Ending December 31, 2008

CONTRIBUTIONS:
Nane to report.

DISBURSEMENTS MADE:

1. Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP $18000.00
1333 New Hampshire Ave., N.W. 10/27/08 Check 1003
Washington, D.C. 20036

2. Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP $8,000.00

1333 New Hampshire Ave,, N.W, 12/15/08 Check 1004
Washington, D.C. 20036
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PPN

A —.Hﬁlﬁ\ﬁ DELVERED ... oo

¢ OMMITTF E C)l\
TRANSPORTATION
SOMMITTEE ON
BESQURCES

DON YOUNG

Concressman Fow Ave AtAska

WAGHINGTON OFFI( [
21T Haw i

@ IO e ml ﬂrr '”]H nided, Btates - "
ﬂuum of thm sentulites
A ashinglon, ,ﬁ' M 70515

November 18, 2008

Committee on Standards of Officiatl Conduct
The Capitol, HT-2
Washington, DC 20515

Re: The Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust

In accordance with Committee Regulation 13, and per conversation with I’oq Pert,
Counsel on the Commities of Standards of Ofﬂual Conduct, | am filing an update to my
quarterly report previously filed with the Commitiee.

The report was originally filed at the end of October 2008 as required. However, there.
were some headings that were inadvertently left off the report. This could have left
some confusion as to what the nformation presented actually represented.

While | have corected those headings, please note that the actual content of the

previous report has not changed.

Sincerely,

PL Wi
DON YOUNG
Cong zr\f;;%mrm for All A Aska

LAD VW atis Brneey

SO Sy . POT 12 Avsag ST Fantaa, Bowing T Trnien Bar Mo
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CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED:

Hachler Investments, LILC
TEET Sierra P
Fdmonds, WA 98020

William Northey
Laura Northey

Brier, WA 98036-8087

Nellie M. Bohnert
Shawn (5. Bohnert

seattle, WA 981035

NORTHLAND SERVICES, INC.

PO Box 24527
Seattle, WA 98124

Ronald A, Duncan

Anchorage, AK 99503

OCEAN PROWILER LLC
P.O. Box 1989
Petersburg, AK 99833-1989

PROWLER LLC

P.O. Box 1989
Petersburg, AK 99833-1989

PAYMENTS MADE:

Lo Ak Gump Strauss Haver & Feld LLP
1333 New Hanpshire Ave, NW,

Washington, D.C. 20036

$1000.00

$1000.00

FT000.00

Sy

55000.00

$5000.00

$5000.00

$5000.00

S18000.00
1.0/27/08 Check 1003
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VIAHAND DELIVERY

Legislative Resource Center
B-106 Cannon House Office Bailding
Washington, D.C. 205156612

Dear 5t

Parsuant to House Rule 26, clause 3(a)(3)(1) and the regulations pursnant tharcto,

enclosed please [ind a copy of the Tuly 30, 2008 contribution and disbursement report for The
Congressman Don Young Legal Expense Trust,

Thank you.

Congressmdn Don Young

Fnelosure

11-3175_0040



THE CONGRESSMAN DON YOUNG LEGAL EX

JULY 30, 20608
CONTRIBUTIONS RECFIVED:

Aleutian Spray Fisheries, Inc.
Suite 300

3470 Shilshole Avenue NW
seattle, Washinglon 95107

Bering Pacific Services Cormpany
7801 Schoon St ¥ B
Anchorage, Alaska 99318

Boyer Towing, Inc.

P.O. Box 3000
Ketehikan, Alaska 99901

Cruz Coastruction, Ine.
3852 N, Clark-Wolverine Rd,

Palmer, Alaska 99645-8708

William A, Corbus

Juneaw, Alaska 99801

Billy L. Evans/Renetta J. Evans

Braderiton, Florida  34209.3340

Jima Yansen

Anchorage, Alaska 99315

Chad R. Moore

Anchorage. Aluska 995135

Usborne Construction Company
P.O. Box 97010
Kirkland, Washington 98083

George R, Osborne, Jr,
PO Box 97010
Kirkland, Washingion 98483

PENSE TRUST

peYreTi g

£3,000.00

$5.000.00

55,000.00

$2,500.00

$2,500.00

$2,000.00

$5,000.00

$5,006.00

55,000.00

$5,000.00

11-3175_0041



Starbound, LL.C COSE 00000 T LT
Suite 300

3470 Shilshole Avenue NJW.

Seattle, Washington 98107

Tatondule Outfitters Limited $2.000.00
db/a Bverts Adr Alaska

A/l Bvers Ay Cargo

P.O. Box 61680

Fairbanks, Alaska 997006

Trident Seafoods Corporation §5,000.00

330% Shilshole Avenue NW
seattle, WA 981074000

HSBURSEMENTS:

L Ak Granp Stranss Hauer & Feld LLP 52483271
333 New Hampshive Ave., N W, 6/1/08 Check 1001
Washington, D.C. 20036

2 Akin Guop Strauss Hauer & Feld LIP $24,582.54
1333 New Hampshire Ave, NJW. 711408 Check 1002

Washington, D.C. 20036

11-3175_0042
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EXHIBIT 4
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CONFIDENTIAL
Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

IN RE: Representative Don Young
REVIEW No.: 11-3175
DATE: September 13, 2011
LOCATION: 2314 RHOB
Washington, DC 20515
TIME: 5:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. (approximate)

PARTICIPANTS: Scott Gast
Kedric L. Payne
Pamela Day

SUMMARY: Don Young is a Member of the United States House of Representatives for Alaska
at Large. The OCE requested an interview with Representative Young on September 13, 2011,
and he consented to an interview. Representative Young (the “witness”) made the following
statements in response to our questioning:

1. The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. He
signed a written acknowledgement of the warning, which will be placed in the case file in
this review.

2. According to the witness, Gail Schubert, as the Trustee, is responsible for administering
his Legal Expense Fund (the “Fund”). The witness rarely communicates with the Trustee
about the Fund but, when they do communicate, they generally only discuss the amount
of money available in the Fund.

3. The witness said that there is no organized effort to raise money for the Fund. He does
not solicit contributions to the Fund. Instead, people will come to the witness and ask
him, “How is your defense fund?”

4. The witness does not know how much has been raised for the Fund since its inception,
but he said he believes there is approximately $60,000 in the Fund.

5. The witness believes that he is not currently the focus of any outstanding legal matters.
The witness believes he does not owe any outstanding legal fees.

6. The witness is not continuing to raise money for the Fund.

7. The witness said he is good friends with the Chouest family, and has had interactions
with Gary Chouest and Dionne Chouest. The witness said he has known the family for

MOI Page 1 of 3
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CONFIDENTTAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

ten years. The witness met Gary Chouest because they both have had maritime
businesses. The witness and Gary Chouest have attended social events together, including
dinners and fishing events.

8. The witness said that he is not familiar with the Chouest family’s business. He does not
know how the various Chouest-owned business entities are structured.

9. The witness is aware that members of the Chouest family have made contributions to his
political campaign committee. The witness said he has not asked Mr. Chouest to make
contributions to any political party committees or to Representative Don Young’s
Leadership PAC.

10. The witness said that neither he nor his office have ever taken official action on behalf of
the Chouest family.

11. The witness initially indicated that he did not know how the Chouest family business
entities came to make contributions to the Fund, and that he did not know when the
contributions were made.

12. The witness stated that he did not solicit the Chouest family for contributions to the Fund.

13. After further questioning by the OCE, the witness stated that Gary Chouest called him
and asked the witness to visit Texas, where “they” could raise the witness some money.
The witness understood “they” to refer to various companies owned by the Chouest
family. The witness could not recall when this conversation took place.

14. The witness understood that the event was to raise money for his Fund. He said that
neither he nor Gary Chouest discussed a specific amount to be raised at the Texas event.

15. The witness did not recall having a discussion with his Chief of Staff regarding the
permissibility of accepting contributions from the Chouest companies, but added that he
or his office always checks with the House Ethics Committee before a fundraiser.

16. When asked if he discussed the permissibility of accepting contributions from the
Chouest companies with the Fund Trustee, the witness stated that he did not talk to her
about ethics issues, but he is sure that she researched such issues to determine whether it
was appropriate to accept the contributions.

17. The witness does not know whether the Trustee or anyone associated with the Fund
researched the structure of the Chouest companies.

18. The witness said that he attended a reception/dinner fundraising event in Texas, where
Gary Chouest handed him an envelope. The witness said that he did not look in the
envelope, nor did he ask Gary Chouest what was in the envelope. The witness said he

MOI Page 2 of 3
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CONFIDENTTAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

assumed the envelope contained contributions raised at the event for his Fund. The
witness said he sent the envelope to the Fund Trustee without opening it.

19. According to the witness, he learned from the Trustee after the event that the Fund had
raised money at the event. At some point after the event, the witness called and thanked
Gary Chouest for the funds he had raised. The witness did not send out thank you letters.

This memorandum was prepared on September 19, 2011, based on the notes that the OCE
staff prepared during the interview with the witness on September 13, 2011. I certify that
this memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on September 13,
2011.

Scott Gast
Investigative Counsel

MOI Page 3 of 3
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CONFIDENTTAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

IN RE: Trustee of the Representative Don Young Legal Expense Trust
REVIEW No.: 11-3175

DATE: September 7, 2011

LOCATION: OCE via Telephone

425 3rd Street, SW, Suite 1110
Washington, DC 20024
TIME: 2:00 p.m. to 2:52 p.m. (approximately)
PARTICIPANTS: Scott Gast
Kedric L. Payne

SUMMARY: The OCE requested an interview with the Trustee of Representative Don Young’s
Legal Expense Fund (the “witness”), and she consented to an interview. The witness made the
following statements in response to our questioning:

1. The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. She
signed a written acknowledgement of the warning, which will be placed in the case file in
this review.

2. The witness is the President and CEO of the Bering Straits Native Corporation, one of
thirteen regional corporations created by Congress under the Alaskan Native American
Claim Settlement Act. The witness was named the President of the Bering Straits Native
Corporation in December of 2009; she was promoted to CEO at the end of 2010.

3. The witness’ duties include overseeing the organization’s executive personnel and
guiding the corporation.

4. The witness’ duties occasionally bring her into contact with federal and state government
officials. For example, a land bill related to re-settling land claim issues outside of
Salmon Lake in Nome, Alaska, is currently before Congress. According to the witness,
this bill has been pending in Congress for years; the witness travels to Washington, DC
and meets with Members of Congress about this issue.

MOI Page 1 of 5
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CONFIDENTTAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

5. Prior to her position with the Bering Straits Native Corporation, the witness was the
corporation’s Executive Vice President and served as General Counsel (the witness
continues to hold the General Counsel position).

6. The witness also worked as General Counsel for the South Central Foundation, a Native
American healthcare delivery non-profit organization, for less than a year.

7. Earlier, the witness was an attorney with the law firm of Reed Stanley. The witness has
worked at several law firms, including Fried Frank; Rogers & Wells; and Burch Horton;
she worked for nineteen years in Alaska and eight years in New York. From 1984 to
1986, she worked for the Federal Reserve Bank of New York.

8. The witness has never worked for any Member of Congress. She has not done any work
for political campaigns.

9. The witness is currently barred as an attorney in New York and Alaska.

10. The witness met Representative Young approximately 15 years ago through her cousin,
who worked for Representative Young for approximately thirty years.

11. The witness believes that she was asked to serve as the trustee of Representative Young’s
Legal Expense Fund because of her legal background in trusts and estates law.

12. The witness does not recall who contacted her about the trustee position. It may have
been Representative Young himself. The witness was a friend of Representative Young’s
wife. According to the witness, this relationship and her professional experience gave
Representative Young a level of comfort and trust with her.

13. When the witness is in Washington, DC she will sometimes stop by Representative
Young’s office to say hello. The witness does not have many one-on-one meetings with
anyone in Representative Young’s office; however, she may discuss the Salmon Lake
bill. She has dealt with Mike Anderson, Representative Young’s former chief of staff,
and Pamela Day, his current chief of staff.

14. The witness does not engage in much lobbying of Members of Congress. To the extent
that she does so, it is typically in a group setting during scheduled congressional visits.

15. The witness has no relationship with Representative Young’s campaign, other than
having made contributions to Representative Young’s campaign.

MOI Page 2 of 5
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CONFIDENTTAL

Subject to the Nondisclosure Provisions of H. Res. 895 of the 110th Congress as Amended

16. The witness does not know the Chouset family, nor has she had any email or phone
conversations with the family.

17. The witness only knows about the Chouset family to the extent that it has been mentioned
in the press. She understands that the family owns “a bunch of companies.”

18. The witness does not know anything about Representative Young’s relationship with the
Chouset family or his congressional office’s relationship with the Chouset family.

19. When read a list of companies affiliated with the Chouset family, the witness recognized
one, C-Port, as an organization that made contributions to Representative Young’s Legal
Expense Fund, but she did not know the other entities. The witness has no understanding
of how the companies are related or structured except what she has recently learned from
the press. The witness believes that Pamela Day, Representative Young’s chief of staff,
may know more about the structure of these companies. Ms. Day is the witness’s point
of contact in Representative Young’s office.

20. The witness does not know about any support the Chouset family has provided to
Representative Young’s campaign.

21. The witness believes Representative Young’s Legal Expense Fund was created in 2008
with the help of Nicole Spritzer of the law firm Akin Gump. The witness is not aware of
anyone else being involved in setting up the Fund.

22. The Fund was created to help pay legal expenses related to an investigation of
Representative Young.

23. The witness has been the Trustee since the creation of the Legal Expense Fund. Her
duties include overseeing the fund, taking in contributions, and paying legal bills certified
by Representative Young’s attorneys as related to matters covered by the Fund.

24. The witness said she has tried to raise money for the Fund in the past, and was somewhat
successful. She tried to help with fundraisers conducted for the Fund, but they were not
that successful. The witness recalled that she may have helped with fundraising events in
Palm Springs and Las Vegas.

25. The witness explained that she had discussions with various people about potential
donors to the Fund, but did not talk to Representative Young or anyone from his
congressional campaign about identifying potential donors.
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26. According to the witness, she had no discussions with Representative Young about
raising money for the Fund or fundraising strategies; they did not discuss the amount of
money in the Legal Expense Fund or expenditures. The witness had conversations with
Representative Young’s chief of staft about the balance in the Legal Expense Fund and
payments from the Fund.

27. The witness said that she is the only person involved in administering the Fund. She is
responsible for preparing the quarterly Legal Expense Fund disclosure reports filed with
the Committee on Ethics.

28. The witness does not know if there are any outstanding legal fees owed to Representative
Young’s attorneys.

29. When asked how payments were made to Representative Young’s attorneys at Akin
Gump, the witness said that Nicole Spritzer would tell her how much to pay and when.
The witness would receive written certifications from Ms. Spritzer about the fees owed to
the law firm. She did not receive any invoices from the firm, nor does she know who
may have received invoices. After speaking with Ms. Spritzer, the witness would review
the balance in the fund and then write a check to the law firm. The witness does not
believe that Ms. Day would have contacted her about this; rather, she believes that she
was contacted by Ms. Spritzer.

30. The witness did not know whether the $25,000 payment to Akin Gump in January 2011
was the final payment to Representative Young’s attorneys.

31. The witness explained that the remaining funds are for legal expenses; if there are no
further legal expenses, the money should be returned to the contributors. The witness
remarked that she “guess[es] we should discuss that.”

32. The witness believes that she first learned of contributions from the Chouest companies
when Ms. Day called to tell her that a package of contribution checks was being sent to
the witness. The witness said that she believed this package included about ten
contribution checks. When asked whether there could have been twelve contributions,
she said that she believed that there were, in fact, twelve contributions.

33. When asked if the question of whether the $5,000 contribution limit applied separately to
each of the Chouest entities, the witness first stated that this issue had not been discussed.
When told that Ms. Day recalled a discussion about this issue with the witness, the
witness said they had a “general discussion” about accepting contributions from related
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entities. She was not sure when this conversation took place. She is not certain that this
conversation related specifically to the Chouest entities.

34. The witness said that her understanding of the legal expense fund regulations is that as
long as a contributor is a distinct, separate legal entity, it has its own contribution limit.
She did not recall seeking any guidance on this issue. She did not contact the Ethics
Committee for guidance on this issue.

35. The witness said that the Chouest contribution checks were sent to her in the same
Federal Express package. She believes there may have been separate envelopes inside the
package for each check.

36. The witness did not keep copies of the contribution checks. She did not recall any details
about the checks; she did not notice whether the checks were signed by the same person.

37. The witness did not conduct any research to determine whether the contributing entities
were actually separate legal entities.

38. When asked about the delay in the deposit of the checks, the witness explained that she
was busy with her job and did not visit a downtown Anchorage law firm where they kept
a folder for her.

39. The witness emails the quarterly Legal Expense Fund disclosure reports to Ms. Day who
gets Representative Young’s signature and then submits the report.

40. The witness has not spoken with the Committee on Ethics about determining if the
contributions were from separate entities.

This memorandum was prepared on September 7, 2011, based on the notes that the OCE
staff prepared during the interview with the witness on September 7, 2011. I certify that this
memorandum contains all pertinent matter discussed with the witness on September 7, 2011.

Scott Gast
Investigative Counsel
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OFFICE OF CONGRESSIONAL ETHICS
UNITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MEMORANDUM OF INTERVIEW

IN RE: Chief of Staff to Representative Don Young
REVIEW No.: 11-3175
DATE: September 1, 2011
LOCATION: 2314 RHOB

Washington, DC 20515
TIME: 2:00 p.m. to 2:50 p.m. (approximate)
PARTICIPANTS: Scott Gast

Paul Solis

SUMMARY: The OCE requested an interview with the Chief of Staff to Representative Don
Young of Alaska, and she consented to an interview. The witness made the following statements
in response to OCE questioning:

1. The witness was given an 18 U.S.C. § 1001 warning and consented to an interview. She
signed a written acknowledgement of the warning, which will be placed in the case file in
this review.

2. The witness has been Chief of Staff to Representative Young for approximately two and
a half years. Prior to that position, she served as Representative Young’s Deputy Chief
of Staff, Legislative Director, and Senior Legislative Assistant. Before working for
Representative Young, the witness worked for former Representative Ben Gilman.

3. As Chief of Staff, the witness oversees the operations of the district and DC offices;
oversees budgets of both offices; schedules; facilitates policy decisions; and forms press
statements. The witness has no duties with the campaign except as a volunteer.

4. The witness has limited duties with respect to Representative Young’s Legal Expense
Fund (the “Fund”): she contacts the Fund’s Trustee each quarter to discuss preparation of
the Fund’s disclosure reports, and she physically files the reports with the Committee on
Ethics. She has occasional conversations with the Trustee about questions that she or
Representative Young may have about the Fund.

5. The witness stated that the Fund was established under her predecessor as Chief of Staft,
Mike Anderson. According to the witness, the former Chief of Staff directed the staff to
have a “limited role” with the Fund; she believes he did so because “it’s cleaner.” The
witness believes that Representative Young, the Trustee, and the former Chief of Staff
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were involved in the creation of the Fund. Representative Young, the Trustee, and the
witness are the only individuals currently involved in administering the Fund.

6. The witness is not involved in raising money for the Fund. She stated that she was
involved with only one fundraiser for the Fund, held in February 2011 