
Princess?”
I’ll boil it down for you: A

princess is kind, smart, car-
ing, brave, polite, a dreamer
and ready for fun. She likes
to dress up, loves to see new
things, loves to sing and
dance, and lives happily
ever after.
Unless, of course, she

buys one of theseDisney
princess kits. Then a prin-
cess is anything but happy.
Pictures of the company’s

misleadingmarketing
almost giveme heartburn,
so I can’t imaginewhat it
would do to a parent leading
a child (or is it the otherway

around?) down a toy-laden
aisle of a department store.
Thosewithout children

may not appreciate how
long thatwalk takes. Or how
many toyswill be handled.
Orwhat the SanDiego city
attorney and the county
district attorney did for
parents in this case.
Clearly, some people com-

menting onU-TSanDiego’s
online news story about the
civil judgment don’t care.
“What’s next? Frito-Lay’s

Potato Chips? Those bags
are only one-third filled,”
one critic wrote.
“Why aremost cities in

the country broke?”wrote
another. “I present to you
ExhibitA.Howmanyhours
werewasted prosecuting
this case?Next time they
want a tax increase, play this
story back in yourmind.”
To them, letme say: That

$13 kit would surely be
fought over if therewere
two children and only one

box, so our prosecutors just
mademany lives easier in
the aisle and at home.
I call that good govern-

ment.
And so does CityAt-

torney JanGoldsmith. He
bristled at the criticism.
“Our consumer protec-

tion unit is entirely funded
through these fines and
penalties and not through
taxpayer dollars. So to
say thatwe’re spending
taxpayer dollars, we’re
not, number one,” he said.
“Number two, arewe doing
our job?Yes. Under (state
law), this is whatwe’re sup-
posed to do.”
It’s unknown howmany

childrenwere dismayed to
remove the packaging and
find the boxes only half-full
beforeHorizon, a Disney
licensee, pulled 16,484 of its
jewelry kits fromCalifornia
shelves as part of its sanc-
tion.
Goldsmith basically told

me thiswas thewrong kind
of cleanup— the company’s
— in aisle nine.
“I am certain it was away

to increase the bottom line,
and that’s why it’s called
unfair business competition
practice, and it’s a violation
of the law,” Goldsmith said.
“It’s no different than illegal
marijuana dispensaries. It’s
no different than violating a
red light.”
If I werewriting a news-

paper story, this is where I
would include the obligatory
line about the company
agreeing to the judgment on
Oct. 30 “without admitting
wrongdoing.”
But since it’s a column

(and since the company
is declining interview
requests), I’ll say instead
that actions speak louder
thanwords. The company
not only pulled the product
from shelves across the
state but also pledged not to
package anything decep-

tively in California again.
Goldsmith has three

grown children, so he’s
bought a toy or two over the
years and could easily imag-
ine howhis youngest—his
only girl—might react to
what he dubbed a “bait and
switch on kids.”
“If I bought this for our

daughter when she was
young and it was under
the Christmas tree and
she opened it up and she
saw that half of it was
empty, I would feel ter-
rible and she would look
at me and say, ‘Where’s
the rest of it?’ ” he added.
This case arose from

a woman who works in
Goldsmith’s office and
whose 6-year-old daughter
bought the kit with money
she had saved up.
The girl was reimbursed

when investigators bought
her kit as part of their work,
and prosecutorswill use
Horizon’s $225,000 fine to

bolster their enforcement of
consumer protection laws.
Here’s the thing: Gold-

smith didn’t disclose the
girl’s connection to his office
until I askedwho shewas,
and some readersmay see
that affiliation and this case
as special treatment for one
of his employees.
Here’s my take: He won

the case, so the ends justify
the means.
The same can’t be said

for Horizon, which may
be deadening children’s
excitement nationwide
and which brings me to
my final point: Children
will learn that happily
ever after is a myth soon
enough, so let’s not dispel
the notion through decep-
tion. Disney itself should
be ashamed.
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the authority authorizes a
cost study next year.
“I think it’s putting the

cart before the horse for
them to approve a project
when even they acknowl-
edge that the rate structure

hasn’t been approved or
even disclosed,” said Livia
Borak, anattorney forCoast
Law Group.
Water officials have said

they’re on a deadline to
make the deal; if the board
doesn’tapprovethecontract

by Nov. 29, Poseidon’s lease
on theproperty expires, and
the contract dissolves.
Surfrider Foundation

campaign coordinator Ju-
lia Chun-Heer stated in a
Monday news release that
Poseidon has previously

extended its lease without
problems, and is manipu-
lating that concern to cre-
ate “false urgency” about
the decision, despite the
unanswered questions. Bo-
rak also said the association
should have disclosed that
Poseidon holds a seat on its
board of directors.

PeterMacLaggan, senior
vice president, corporate
development for Poseidon,
said the association con-
ducted a thoughtful review
of the contract and that the
companydidnotparticipate
in the vote or influence the
decision.
“TheTaxpayers (Associa-

tion) name and opinions of
this matter is unimpeach-
able, and they are not for
sale,” he said. “I don’t put
any stockwhatsoever in as-
sertions that we may have
bought this opinion.
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Here’s how area members of
Congress voted on major is-
sues in the week ending Nov.
16. NVmeans “did not vote.”

HOUSE

U.S. trade with Russia

Voting 365-43, the House
on Nov. 16 sent the Senate
a bill (HR 6156) to establish
permanent, normal U.S.
trade relations with Russia
and Moldova under World
Trade Organization rules
that promote free trade and
provide a forum for resolving
disputes. The bill repeals the
1974 Jackson-Vanik Act, a
Cold War law that levied U.S.
trade penalties on the Soviet
Union and Russia over their
restricting the emigration of
Jewish dissidents and other
citizens. But the bill imposes
new sanctions, such as U.S.
visa and banking restric-
tions, on individual Russians
linked by the State Depart-
ment to human-rights abus-
es and corruption. In part,
this provision targets those
implicated in the torture and
murder three years ago of
Sergei Magnitsky, a lawyer
and whistle-blower who was
imprisoned after exposing
tax fraud by high-ranking
Russian officials.

James McGovern, D-Mass.,
said the bill “sends a mes-
sage to human-rights viola-
tors in Russia (and) those
who are guilty of corruption
that there’s a consequence.
And even if that conse-
quence is not bringing you
to justice within Russia, the
United States will make sure
that there are visa bans and
that assets are frozen.”

Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., said
“The biggest export under
theWTO for the past 15 years
has been American jobs. How
is that going to change by
binding us one more non-
market, essentially dictato-
rial economy with a corrupt
regime? How is that going
to work any differently than
it has worked with China?
It won’t. This is a recipe for
more jobs loss.”

A yes vote was to pass the
bill.

Yes No NV

Brian Bilbray R ■ ❑ ❑

Susan Davis D ■ ❑ ❑

Bob Filner D ❑ ❑ ■

Duncan Hunter R ■ ❑ ❑

Darrell Issa R ■ ❑ ❑

SENATE

Hunting, fishing, conserva-
tion

Voting 84-12, the Senate
on Nov. 15 began debate on
the Sportsmen’s Act, a bill
(S 3525) to expand hunting
and fishing on federal land,
bolster land conservation,
protect wildlife habitat, fund
the construction of shooting
ranges on public property
and take several other steps
to enhance outdoor rec-
reation in the U.S. Debate

on the bill will resume next
week.

In part, the bill dedicates at
least 1.5 percent of the Land
andWater Conservation
Fund to land purchases and
right-of-way acquisitions that
would expand sportsmen’s
access to public lands; allows
states to divert a portion of
federal wildlife-restoration
aid to land purchases for
building public target ranges;
permits the importation of
polar bear parts from hunts
in Canada; establishes a
National Fish Habitat Board;
and allows individuals to
carry bows or crossbows
across national parks for
the purpose of hunting on
adjacent property.

Sponsor Jon Tester, D-Mont.,
said his bill is backed by
nearly 50 organizations
“ranging from the Nature
Conservancy (and) the
National Wildlife Federation
to the NRA. It earned their
endorsement because it
includes responsible provi-
sions that are important
to sportsmen and women
across America.”

Mike Lee, R-Utah, said “We
have an enormous amount of
(federal) land in this country”
some of which “is just sitting
there not doing anything. I
think some of that land could
be sold and some of that
money could be used to fund
our programs — programs

that are cash strapped, along
with everything else in this
country right now.”

A yes vote was to advance
the bill.

Yes No NV

Barbara Boxer D ❑ ■ ❑

Dianne FeinsteinD ■ ❑ ❑

Cybersecurity filibuster

Voting 51-47, the Senate
on Nov. 14 failed to reach
60 votes needed to end a
Republican filibuster of a
bill (S 3414) setting up a
voluntary system by which
major companies would
harden their computer sys-
tems against cyberattacks
and share information about
cyberthreats with other
firms and the government.
FBI Director Robert Mueller
told Congress the possibility
of cyberattacks is rivaling
terrorist threats as the top
danger to the U.S. But the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
objects to the bill as over-
regulation of private-sector
operations.

Joseph Lieberman, I-Conn.,
said Hurricane Sandy’s recent
destruction of the NewJersey
shore and parts of NewYork
City shows“exactly the kind
of dislocation and suffering
that would occur if an enemy
cyberattackedAmerica’s
electric power system. It is
why we need to at least vote
to take this bill up now.Time
is not on our side.”

Saxby Chambliss, R-Ga.,
said “We all understand the
serious threat that is facing
our country from cyberat-
tacks but that does not
mean Congress should just
pass any bill. Frankly, (this)
bill is not supported by the
business community, for all
the right reasons. They are
the ones who are going to be
called on to comply with the
mandates and the regula-
tions.”

A yes vote was to start debat-
ing the bill.

Yes No NV

Barbara Boxer D ■ ❑ ❑

Dianne FeinsteinD ■ ❑ ❑
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“When I started this program, I didn’t believe it could happen. I
started out as a skeptic, as I’ve tried a lot of weight loss programs
over the years. I’ve read lots of books, bought a lot of DVDs but
nothing has worked as fast or as easy as this amazing program. I’ve
lost 65 pounds! It was easy, quick and I’m living proof it works!”

~Marilyn S.
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