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 Congressman Al Green hosted two Legislative Up-
dates, on August 15, 2012 and October 19, 2012, to 
inform constituents of the specifics of 
the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (U.S.C.I.S.) Deferred-Action 
for Childhood Arrivals Program. 
 “I always appreciate the opportunity 
to assist and inform constituents about 
government programs like the Deferred
-Action for Childhood Arrivals Pro-
gram. This program has the potential to 
help hard-working individuals as well 
as their families,” Congressman Green 
said. 
 During the meeting, a representative 
from the Department of Homeland Se-
curity was there to provide the facts on 
the application process for the program 
and take questions from those present. Various lead-
ers representing nonprofit community organizations, 

community centers, and labor unions were in atten-
dance to learn about the program. 

 The Deferred-Action for Child-
hood Arrivals Program is a prose-
cutorial discretionary determina-
tion to defer removal action of an 
individual. Under this process, 
U.S.C.I.S. will consider requests 
on a case-by-case basis. While 
this process does not provide 
lawful status or a pathway to per-
manent residence or citizenship, 
individuals whose cases are de-
ferred will not be removed from 
the United States for a two-year 
period, subject to renewal, and 
may also receive employment au-
thorization. For additional infor-

mation regarding the deferred-action process please 
visit www.uscis.gov/childhoodarrivals.  

Congressman Green addresses con-

stituents and community leaders 

about the new Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals program. 

Dear Friends: 

 

 Our commitment in 

Congress to finding 

common sense solutions 

to bolster this economic 

recovery for hard-

working Americans is 

continuing to yield re-

sults. In September, the 

Bureau of Labor Statis-

tics found that national 

unemployment had 

dropped below eight 

percent for the first time 

since January 2009, the 

height of the recession. 

 However, the hard 

work of securing our 

economic future is not 

over. I will continue ad-

vocating and working 

with fellow Members of 

Congress, from both 

sides of the aisle, for 

legislation that helps 

hard-working Ameri-

cans.  

 When Congress re-

turns in November, we 

must begin the hard 

work of crafting a re-

sponsible and fiscally-

sensible bipartisan debt-

reduction deal to avoid 

the so-called “fiscal 

cliff.” Allowing our 

economy to go over the 

“fiscal cliff” could  re-

sult in harmful auto-

matic  spending cuts 

and tax hikes. 

 Going forward, I will 

continue to work with 

my colleagues to pass 

legislation, which 

moves our economy for-

ward and invests in our 

communities. 

http://www.algreen.house.gov
http://www.uscis.gov/childhoodarrivals


ACADEMY NOMINATIONS 

BILL TO HELP DISABLED AND LOW-INCOME VETERANS 

PASSES HOUSE AS AMENDMENT 
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 On September 20, the House of Representatives 
passed as an amendment Congressman Al Green’s 
bill, H.R. 6381, the Housing Assistance for Veterans 
Act of 2012 (HAVEN .Act). The amendment pro-
vides 20 million dollars in home modification for 
low-income, disabled veterans. 
 “While I am not a veteran, I do care passionately 
about veterans having all the resources a grateful na-
tion can provide them to maintain their productive-
ness and role in society,” Congressman Green said. 
“Legislation to support our brave veterans transcends 
partisanship as well as ideology in Congress and 
should remain one of the top priorities for a govern-
ment that asks so much of them.” 
 According to the Census Bureau, there are 4.3 mil-
lion veteran homeowners with disabilities. The bill 
establishes grant awards for installing wheelchair 
ramps, widening exterior and interior doors, as well 
as accommodating the functional limitations that re-
sult from having a disability. The grants will greatly 
assist veterans, as nonprofit housing organizations 

are able to leverage more than $3 for every $1 in fed-
eral funding received. The provision also requires 
participating nonprofits to detail their outreach plans 
and match a minimum of 50 percent of the grant 
award. 

 “I’m proud to have played a role in the bipartisan 

passage of legislation that will help our veterans,” 

Congressman Green said. “I am especially proud of 

H.R. 6381, the HA-

VEN Act, which I 

introduced and was 

incorporated into H.R. 

6361. The incorpo-

rated language from 

the HAVEN Act of-

fers valuable assis-

tance in rehabilitat-

ing and modifying 

the homes of low-

income, disabled vet-

erans.”  

Congressman Green with partici-
pants in the House Financial Ser-
vices hearing entitled, “Housing 
for Heroes: Examining How 
Federal Programs Can Better 
Serve Veterans.” 

 Congressman Al 

Green accepts applica-

tions for nominations to 

the U.S. Military Acad-

emies every year. These 

nominations for ap-

pointments are for entry 

to the U.S. Military 

Academy at West Point, 

the U.S. Naval Acad-

emy, the U.S. Air Force 

Academy, and the U.S. 

Merchant Marine Acad-

emy (a Congressional 

Nomination is NOT 

needed for the U.S. 

Coast Guard Academy). 

 Each individual seek-

ing admission to an 

academy may only ap-

ply to their U.S. Repre-

sentative or Senator, 

with the exception of 

the Merchant Marines—

a U.S. Representative 

may appoint anyone in 

their state to the Mer-

chant Marine Academy. 

 The tuition and cost 

of living savings is as 

much as $450,000 when 

compared to a tradi-

tional civilian institu-

tion. Cadets will gradu-

ate with the rank of Sec-

ond Lieutenant. Upon 

graduation, a cadet will 

have a guaranteed job—

five-year service obliga-

tion.  

side, I am truly excited 

about the opportunity 

afforded our young peo-

ple,” Congressman 

Green said. 
 An application for 
nomination should be 
returned by mid-
November of the year 
before matriculation. A 
nomination is not a 
guarantee that a candi-
date will be selected. 
Each academy has a se-
lection committee that 
will do final evaluations 
and make offers for ap-
pointments. Please con-
tact Congressman 
Green’s Houston office    
(713) 383-9234 for 
more information.      

 An applicant must be 

at least 17 years old, but 

not have passed their 

23rd birthday. A candi-

date must be a U.S. Citi-

zen, unmarried, not 

pregnant, and have no 

legal obligation to sup-

port children or any 

other dependents. Ap-

plicants must meet eligi-

bility requirements as of 

July 1 of the year of ad-

mission to an academy. 

 “As the Representa-

tive of the Ninth Con-

gressional District of 

Texas, where some of 

our nations’ bravest sol-

diers and veterans re-



HEALTH FAIR FAQ: CASEWORK 
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T.A.P.P.S. MEETING 

 

Q:  How can I submit a 
complaint to the Con-
sumer Financial Pro-
t e c t i o n  B u r e a u 
(CFPB)? 

A:  You may access 
CFPB’s online com-
plaint form on their 
w e b s i t e  a t 
www.ConsumerFinance
.gov.If you prefer a non-
electronic option, you 
may call CFPB’s hotline 
a t  8 55 - 41 1- C FP B 
(2372) or mail the writ-
ten complaint to:  Con-
sumer Financial Protec-
tion Bureau, P.O. Box 
4503, Iowa City, IA 
52244. 

Q:  How may I obtain 
a statement of earn-
ings from the Social 
Security Administra-
tion? 

A:  An online version is 
now available at 
www.socialsecurity.gov
.  If you do not have 
online access, contact 

the Social Security Ad-
ministration directly at 
800-772-1213. 

Q:  How do I check the 
status of my IRS re-
fund? 

A:  By visiting the In-
ternal Revenue Ser-
vice’s website at 
IRS.gov or using the 
application IRS2Go on 
your smart phone, you 
may check the status of 
your refund.  You will 
need to enter your So-
cial Security Number, 
select your filing status 
and enter your antici-
pated refund amount. 

Q:  How long should I 
wait before checking 
my refund status? 

A:  If you e-filed, you 
may check the refund 
status within a few days 
of filing.  However, if 
you filed a paper return, 
you should wait about 
three to four weeks be-
fore checking the status. 

 

 September 1, 
2012 Congressman 
Al Green held his 
annual Green Light 
to Healthy Living 
Health Fair in Con-
junction with Com-
muni t y Hea l th 
Choice and the 
Houston Independ-
ent School District 
(H.I.S.D.). A total of 34 
vendors were present, 
along with Majic 102.1 
and 97.9 radio stations. 
 The University of 
Texas Dental School 
provided dental screen-
ings, Texas Southern 
University students 
checked blood pressure, 
Century Cancer West 
Houston provided pros-
tate screenings, and 
Central Care Clinic pro-
vided immunizations. 
 One of the main goals 
of the health fair was to 

emphasize the impor-
tance of preventive care. 
The available tests were 
designed to diagnose 
common conditions that 
can be treated more ef-
fectively when detected 
at an early stage. 
 “Health fairs provide 
a helpful service to my 
constituents,” Congress-
man Green said. “In ad-
dition to check-ups, 
they also obtain valu-
able information and 
receive instructions on 
how to monitor their 
symptoms.” 

Congressman Green with student 

volunteers from Texas Southern 

University Pharmacy School. 

 Congressman Al Green convened a meeting with 
the Executive Board of the Texas Association of Pri-

vate and Parochial 
Schools (T.A.P.P.S.) in 
response to its decision 
last spring to schedule a 
basketball game for 
Houston’s Beren Acad-
emy on the Jewish Sab-
bath. T.A.P.P.S. re-
scheduled the game, 
calling attention to non-
Chris t ian  member 
schools who observe the 
Sabbath on days other 
than Sunday. A “Strive 

for Excellence” committee was formed by T.A.P.P.S. 
to review the organization’s by-laws and recommend 

reforms, taking into account member schools of dif-
ferent faiths. 
 Congressman Green  met with the Texas Associa-
tion of Private and Parochial Schools (T.A.P.P.S.)  to 
discuss their policies and procedures for inclusion, as 
well as their accommodation of its member schools. 
Accompanying Congressman Green were representa-
tives of State Senator Rodney Ellis’s office, as well 
as the Executive Directors of the American Jewish 
Committee and the Anti-Defamation League of the 
Houston region.  The group will continue to monitor 
progress of the committee, which is expected to issue 
a report in the next few months. 
 “It is important that people of good will come to-
gether and review and discuss options when vital is-
sues like this come to the forefront,” Congressman 
Green said. “Religious freedom is paramount and 
should not be abridged out of convenience or a lack 
of understanding.” 

Congressman Green with Ed 
Burleson (left), Executive 
director of T.A.P.P.S. and 
T.A.P.P.S President, Coach 
Jon LeBrasseur (right). 

http://www.ConsumerFinance.gov
http://www.ConsumerFinance.gov
http://www.socialsecurity.gov
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Q: What guidelines must I meet to be considered for 
deferred action for childhood arrivals? 
A: Pursuant to the Secretary’s June 15, 2012 memoran-
dum, in order to be considered for deferred action for 
childhood arrivals, you must submit evidence, including 
support documents, showing that you:  
1. Were under the age of 31 as of June 15, 2012;  
2. Came to the United States before reaching your 16th 
birthday;  
3. Have continuously resided in the United States since 
June 15, 2007, up to the present time;  
4. Were physically present in the United States on June 
15, 2012, and at the time of making your request for 
consideration of deferred action with U.S.C.I.S.;  
5. Entered without inspection before June 15, 2012, or 
your lawful immigration status expired as of June 15, 
2012;  
6. Are currently in school, have graduated or obtained a 
certificate of completion from high school, have ob-
tained a general education development (GED) certifi-
cate, or are an honorably discharged veteran of the 
Coast Guard or Armed Forces of the United States; and  
7. Have not been convicted of a felony, significant mis-
demeanor, three or more other misdemeanors, and do 
not otherwise pose a threat to national security or public 
safety.  
These guidelines must be met for consideration of de-
ferred action for childhood arrivals. U.S.C.I.S. retains 
the ultimate discretion on whether deferred action is 
appropriate in any given case. 
Q: Does deferred action provide me with a path to 
permanent residence status or citizenship? 
A: No. Deferred action is a form of prosecutorial dis-
cretion that does not confer lawful permanent-resident 
status or a path to citizenship. Only the Congress, acting 
through its legislative authority, can confer these rights. 
Q: What is the filing process for Consideration of 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals? 
A: If you meet the guidelines for deferred action under 
this process, you will need to complete the following 
steps to make your request to U.S.C.I.S.: Collect docu-
ments as evidence you meet the guidelines; Complete 
U.S.C.I.S. for I-821D, I-765 and I-765WS; Mail to 
U.S.C.I.S. forms and fees (total $465, these fees cannot 
be waived); Submit biometrics; And check the status of 
your request online. 
Q: Is there a new U.S. Birth Certificate Require-
ment for passport? 
A: Beginning April 1, 2011, the U.S. Department of 
State will require the full names of the applicant’s par-
ent(s) to be listed on all certified birth certificates to be 
considered as primary evidence of U.S. citizenship for 

all passport applicants, regardless of age. Certified birth 
certificates missing this information will not be accept-
able as evidence of citizenship. 
Q: What is the change of information in India on 
visa related matter? 
A: The Department of State in New Delhi has launched 
the new global visa processing system in India on 
Wednesday, September 26, 2012.  The contact infor-
mation for fee payment, appointments, call-center in-
quiries and general email inquiries has changed.  One 
important change is that under the new system, appli-
cants will have to make two appointments. Prior to 
their visa interviews, applicants will have to visit an 
Offsite Facilitation Center (OFC) to submit their fin-
gerprints and a photo. Located apart from the Embassy 
and Consulates in Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, 
and Mumbai, the OFCs will reduce congestion at U.S. 
consular facilities and speed applicant processing. New 
w e b s i t e  f o r  v i s a  a p p l i c a t i o n s :   
www.ustraveldocs.com/in. New email for visa-related 
ques t ions  ( fo r  app l i can t s ) :   suppo r t -
india@ustraveldocs.com. 
Q: How to make an appointment with U.S.C.I.S.? 
A: The Department of State in New Delhi has launched 
the new global visa processing system in India on 
Wednesday, September 26, 2012.  The contact infor-
mation for fee payment, appointments, call center in-
quiries, and general email inquiries has changed.  One 
important change is that under the new system, appli-
cants will have to make two appointments. Prior to 
their visa interviews, applicants will have to visit an 
Offsite Facilitation Center (OFC) to submit their fin-
gerprints and a photo. Located apart from the Embassy 
and Consulates in Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, 
and Mumbai, the OFCs will reduce congestion at U.S. 
consular facilities and speed applicant processing. Most 
applicants will need to visit an OFC only once. New 
w e b s i t e  f o r  v i s a  a p p l i c a t i o n s :   
www.ustraveldocs.com/in. New email for visa-related 
ques t ions  ( fo r  app l i can t s ) :   suppo r t -
india@ustraveldocs.com. 
Q: What is the extension for current Haitian Tem-
porary Protected Status (TPS) beneficiaries? 
A: Secretary of Homeland Security Janet Napolitano 
extended TPS for Haiti on October 1, 2012 for eighteen 
months, from January 23, 2013 through July 22, 2014. 
Current Haitian TPS beneficiaries, who have continu-
ously resided in the United States since January 2011, 
and seek to extend their TPS status, must re-register 
during the 60-day re-registration period that runs 
through November 30, 2012, if they wish to maintain 
their TPS. -uscis.gov  
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HOW TO CONTACT        

CONGRESSMAN GREEN 

WASHINGTON, DC OFFICE 

2201 Rayburn House  

Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515 

Phone: (202) 225-7508 

Fax: (202) 225-2974 

HOUSTON OFFICE 

3003 South Loop West 

Houston, TX 77054 

Phone: (713)-383-9234 

Fax: (713)-383-9202 

http://algreen.house.gov 

www.facebook.com/repalgreen 

 
www.twitter.com/repalgreen 

www.youtube.com/repalgreen 

 A new school year usually means filling out paper-
work like registration forms, health forms, and emer-
gency contact forms, to name a few.  The Federal 
Trade Commission (F.T.C.) wants parents to know 
that many school forms require personal and sensi-
tive information that, in the wrong hands, could be 
used to commit fraud in their child’s name. 
 A criminal can use a child’s Social Security num-
ber to get government benefits, open bank and credit 
card accounts, or rent a place to live.  Most parents 
and guardians don’t expect their child to have a 
credit file, and rarely order or monitor a child’s 
credit report.  Child identity theft may go undetected 
for years – until the child applies for a job or loan. 
  To help limit the risks of child identity theft, the 
Federal Trade Commission offers Protecting Your 
Child’s Personal Information at School.  It explains 
how the federal Family Educational Rights and Pri-
vacy Act protects the privacy of student records and 
gives parents of school-age children the right to opt 
out of sharing contact information with third parties. 
 It also suggests that parents ask their child’s school 
about its directory information policy, learn about 
privacy policies of sports or music activities that are 
not school-sponsored, and find out what to do if their 
child’s school experiences a data breach. 
 The second publication, Safeguarding Your 
Child’s Future, offers tips on how to keep your 
child’s data safe and explains the warning signs of 
child identity theft. It also explains how parents and 
guardians can check whether their child has a credit 
report, and what to do if the report has errors. 
 The Federal Trade Commission works for consum-
ers to prevent fraudulent, deceptive, and unfair busi-
ness practices and to provide information to help 
spot, stop, and avoid them. To file a complaint in 
English or Spanish, visit the FTC's online Complaint 
Assistant or call 1-877-FTC-HELP (1-877-382-
4357). —ftc.gov 

FTC ADVISES PARENTS 

 Unsettling events in the Middle East reached a na-
dir with the death of six Americans in Libya, includ-
ing Ambassador John Christopher Stevens. Contin-
ued unrest could endanger the export and price of oil 
from Libya, the world’s fifth largest producer of oil, 
at a time when sanctions against Iran are already af-
fecting the world market.  
 The recent turmoil once again emphasizes, among 
other important issues, the importance of continuing 
efforts for peace and stability in the region, as well as 
the importance of the uninterrupted flow of oil into 
the world’s economy. 
 Some of the unrest is said to be in response to the 
release of excerpts from an anti-Islamic film styled 
“Innocence of Muslims,” released on YouTube. The 
ugly film which mocks the life of the Prophet Mu-
hammad has been condemned by people of good 
will. Slandering and making a mockery of any relig-
ion is offensive, wrong, and not a justification for 
murder or violence.  
 The road to peace in the Middle East goes through 
many countries, one of which is Egypt. Given 
Egypt’s proximity to Israel, the relationship of Egyp-
tian President Muhammad Morsi’s government with 
Israel is of paramount importance for many reasons. 
Some important reasons include: continued recogni-
tion of the Camp David Accords, which normalized 
diplomatic relations between Israel and Egypt; 
Egypt’s continued policing of illegal underground 
tunnels between itself and Palestine; and open access 
to the Suez Canal, through which 15 percent of the 
world’s oil flows annually. 
 As events unfold, we must remember that although 
stability in the Middle East is an immediate objec-
tive, peace is our ultimate goal. 

UNREST IN MIDDLE EAST 

A THREAT TO STABILITY 

http://ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/alerts/alt056.shtm
http://ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/alerts/alt056.shtm
http://ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/idtheft/idt08.pdf
http://ftc.gov/bcp/edu/pubs/consumer/idtheft/idt08.pdf
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/
https://www.ftccomplaintassistant.gov/

