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LONGFELLOW HOUSE—WASHINGTON’S HEADQUARTERS
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

MARCH 2, 2010.—Ordered to be printed

Mr. BINGAMAN, from the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources, submitted the following

REPORT

[To accompany S. 1405]

The Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, to which was
referred the bill (S. 1405) to redesignate the Longfellow National
Historic Site, Massachusetts, as the “Longfellow House—Washing-
ton’s Headquarters National Historic Site”, having considered the
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and rec-
ommends that the bill do pass.

PURPOSE

The purpose of S. 1405 is to redesignate the Longfellow National
Historic Site in Massachusetts as the Longfellow House—Washing-
ton’s Headquarters National Historic Site.

BACKGROUND AND NEED

The Longfellow National Historic Site located in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, preserves and tells the story of famed American
poet and writer Henry Wadsworth Longfellow. Longfellow and his
wife Frances Appleton were given the home as a wedding gift and
Longfellow lived there from 1843 until his death in 1882. The
structure serves as an outstanding example of New England colo-
nial architecture and it, the grounds, and the furnishings are all
well preserved.

The historical site also served as George Washington’s head-
quarters during the siege of Boston in 1775 and 1776. The house
had been abandoned in the early stages of the war by the owner
who sympathized with the British. It was later chosen by George
Washington as his first headquarters during the Revolutionary

89-010



2

War. Washington and his officers moved in soon after he assumed
command of the Continental Army in July, 1775. The house was
occupied by Washington until April.

S. 1405 redesignates the national historic site as the Longfellow
House—Washington’s Headquarters National Historic Site, which
will more accurately describe a significant component of the site’s
history.

LEGISLATIVE HISTORY

S. 1405 was introduced on July 7, 2009, by Senators Kennedy
and Kerry. Senator Kirk is a cosponsor. The Subcommittee on Na-
tional Parks held a hearing on the bill on November 4, 2009. At
its business meeting on December 16, 2009, the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources ordered S. 1405 favorably reported
without amendment.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

The Committee on Energy and Natural Resources, in open busi-
ness session on December 16, 2009, by a voice vote of a quorum
present, recommends that the Senate pass S. 1405.

SECTION-BY-SECTION ANALYSIS

Section 1 contains the short title for the bill, the “Longfellow
House—Washington’s Headquarters National Historic Site Des-
ignation Act.”

Section 2 redesignates the Longfellow National Historic Site in
Cambridge, Massachusetts, as the Longfellow House—Washing-
ton’s Headquarters National Historic Site, and provides that any
reference in a law, map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the Longfellow National Historic Site
shall be considered to be a reference to the Longfellow House—
Washington’s Headquarters National Historic Site.

COST AND BUDGETARY CONSIDERATIONS

The following estimate of costs of this measure has been provided
by the Congressional Budget Office:

S. 1405—Longfellow House—Washington’s Headquarters National
Historic Site Designation Act

S. 1405 would rename the Longfellow National Historic Site, lo-
cated in Massachusetts, the Longfellow House—Washington’s
Headquarters National Historic Site. CBO estimates that imple-
menting the name change would have no significant effect on the
federal budget. Enacting S. 1405 would not affect direct spending
or revenues.

The legislation contains no intergovernmental or private-sector
mandates as defined in the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and
would impose no costs on state, local, or tribal governments.

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Deborah Reis. The es-
timate was approved by Theresa Gullo, Deputy Assistant Director
for Budget Analysis.
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REGULATORY IMPACT EVALUATION

In compliance with paragraph 11(b) of rule XXVI of the Standing
Rules of the Senate, the Committee makes the following evaluation
%f the regulatory impact which would be incurred in carrying out

. 1405.

The bill is not a regulatory measure in the sense of imposing
Government-established standards or significant economic respon-
sibilities on private individuals and businesses.

No personal information would be collected in administering the
program. Therefore, there would be no impact on personal privacy.

Little, if any, additional paperwork would result from the enact-
ment of S. 1405, as ordered reported.

CONGRESSIONALLY DIRECTED SPENDING

S. 1405, as reported, does not contain any congressionally di-
rected spending items, limited tax benefits, or limited tariff bene-
fits as defined in rule XLIV of the Standing Rules of the Senate.

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS

The testimony provided by the National Park Service at the No-
vember 4, 2009, Subcommittee hearing on S. 1405 follows:

STATEMENT OF KATHERINE H. STEVENSON, ASSISTANT Di-
RECTOR, BUSINESS SERVICES, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE,
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Mr. Chairman, thank you for the opportunity to provide
the Department of the Interior’s views on S. 1405 to redes-
ignate the Longfellow National Historic Site in Massachu-
setts as the Longfellow House-Washington Headquarters
National Historic Site.

The Department supports enactment of this legislation.

On June 16, 1775, George Washington accepted the ap-
pointment of the Continental Congress as commander of
the yet-to-be-formed Continental Army. He immediately
journeyed north to take command of New England militia
troops on July 3, 1775, and conduct a siege of British-held
Boston, Massachusetts. A house, abandoned by Loyalist
John Vassall, on Brattle Street in Cambridge became his
headquarters for nine months during the conflict. Vassall
had been forced to flee the house shortly after the Battles
of Lexington and Concord. Washington’s wife Martha,
along with other family members and servants from Vir-
ginia, joined him there for four of those months.

From a ground floor office in the house, Washington
struggled with the numerous problems of his new com-
mand. Among these were defending the region against the
well-trained British troops occupying Boston, bringing dis-
cipline to the untrained militia, and supplying his army
with arms and the accoutrements of war. It was here, too,
that he gave command to Benedict Arnold of a small force
to attack Quebec over the mountains of Maine and con-
fronted Dr. Benjamin Church, a patriot leader, with evi-
dence that he was a British spy. From Cambridge, Wash-
ington provided for the development of a network of spies
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in Boston to report on British plans and movements. He
also approved the arming and use of vessels to confront
British supply ships.

The siege proved to be successful and the British with-
drew from Boston without the destruction of lives and
property that a major battle would have caused. For his ef-
forts, Washington received a medal from Congress and an
honorary degree from Harvard.

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow and his wife Fanny re-
ceived the house on Brattle Street as a wedding gift from
his wife’s father in 1843. Both expressed pride in owning
the house that had been Washington’s headquarters.
Fanny Longfellow wrote:

<«

. . we are full of plans and projects with no de-
sire, however, to change a feature of the old coun-
tenance which Washington has rendered sacred.”

Longfellow relished conducting tours of the house when
tourists would inquire about the period when it was Wash-
ington’s headquarters. The Longfellows also collected
Washington memorabilia, which are prominent among the
furnishings they left and which are preserved today at the
national historic site.

Public Law 92475, which authorized the establishment
of the national historic site in 1972, recognized the role
that the house played as the headquarters of General
George Washington during the siege of Boston between
1775 and 1776. Redesignation of the national historic site
will better enable visitors to identify the importance of the
full history of the resource and appreciate Longfellow’s
veneration of George Washington.

The appropriateness of redesignating the name of the
national historic site was perhaps best expressed by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, himself, from the same ground
floor office used by Washington. In 1845, in his poem enti-
tled “T'o a Child”, he wrote this passage:

Once, ah, once, within these walls,
One whom memory oft recalls,
The Father of his Country, dwelt.
And yonder meadows broad and damp
The fires of the besieging camp
Encircled with a burning belt.

Up and down these echoing stairs,
Heavy with the weight of cares,
Sounded his majestic tread;

Yes, within this very room

Sat he in those hours of gloom,
Weary both in heart and head.

Mr. Chairman, that concludes my testimony. I would be
pleased to answer any questions you or members of the
committee may have regarding the proposed redesignation.
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CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW

In compliance with paragraph 12 of rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, the Committee notes that no
changes in existing law are made by the bill S. 1405, as
ordered reported.

O




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /OK
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
    /Arial-Black
    /Arial-BlackItalic
    /Arial-BoldItalicMT
    /Arial-BoldMT
    /Arial-ItalicMT
    /ArialMT
    /ArialNarrow
    /ArialNarrow-Bold
    /ArialNarrow-BoldItalic
    /ArialNarrow-Italic
    /ArialUnicodeMS
    /CenturyGothic
    /CenturyGothic-Bold
    /CenturyGothic-BoldItalic
    /CenturyGothic-Italic
    /CourierNewPS-BoldItalicMT
    /CourierNewPS-BoldMT
    /CourierNewPS-ItalicMT
    /CourierNewPSMT
    /Georgia
    /Georgia-Bold
    /Georgia-BoldItalic
    /Georgia-Italic
    /Impact
    /LucidaConsole
    /Tahoma
    /Tahoma-Bold
    /TimesNewRomanMT-ExtraBold
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-BoldMT
    /TimesNewRomanPS-ItalicMT
    /TimesNewRomanPSMT
    /Trebuchet-BoldItalic
    /TrebuchetMS
    /TrebuchetMS-Bold
    /TrebuchetMS-Italic
    /Verdana
    /Verdana-Bold
    /Verdana-BoldItalic
    /Verdana-Italic
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth 8
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth 8
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata pogodnih za pouzdani prikaz i ispis poslovnih dokumenata koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


