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About Us

The Congressional Prayer Caucus is a bi-partisan 
group of over 50 Members of Congress from all 
political persuasions, demographic backgrounds, 
and geographic locations that share a common 
vision and purpose to strengthen prayer in 
America through the legislative process.  Many of 
these men and women set aside party lines and 
gather weekly in Room 219 of the Capitol to pray 
for our nation and the decisions of her leaders.

Our Purpose

The Congressional Prayer Caucus is an official 
organization of the United States House of 
Representatives designed to recognize the vital role 
that prayer has played throughout the more than 
200-year history of our nation. The purposes of 
the Caucus are to 1) recognize the role that prayer 
by individuals of all faiths has played in uniting us 
as a people and in making us a more generous, 
more cooperative, and more forgiving people; 2) 
collect, exchange, and disseminate information 
about prayer as a fundamental and enduring 
feature of American life; 3) use the legislative 
process to assist the nation and its people in 
continuing to draw upon and benefitting from this 
essential source of our strength and well-being.

Did You 
Know?

The first act of 
America’s first 
Congress in 
1774 was to 
ask a minister to 
open with prayer 
and to lead 
Congress in the 
reading of four 
chapters of the 
Bible.

By 1867, the 
church at the 
Capitol was the 
largest church 
in Washington, 
D. C., with up to 
2,000 persons 
per week attend-
ing Sunday ser-
vice in the Hall 
of the House.

In the United 
States Capitol the 
declaration “In 
God We Trust” 
is prominently 
displayed in both 
the United States 
House and Senate 
Chambers.

TH E CO N G R E S S I O N A L
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Reversed a Decision to Strip God from Flag-folding 
Ceremonies for Veterans Funerals

Disputed an Attempt to Obscure References to 
“Laus Deo” or “Praise be to God” on the 
Washington Monument

Introduced H. Res. 888, Legislation to Affirm the 
Rich 200-plus-year Religious History of America 
and Establish an “American Religious History 
Week”

Fought Attempts to Remove God from Certificates 
for Flags Flown Over the U.S. Capitol

Protected the Ability of Military Chaplains to Pray 
Their Conscience

Working to Protect the Right of Individuals to Pray 
in Schools and Other Public Places

Working to Ensure Religious Heritage Displays are 
Included in the New Capitol Visitors Center at the 
U.S. Capitol

Our Work

Contact: Sarah Seitz
sarah.seitz@mail.house.gov
Phone: 202-225-6365
Fax: 202-226-1170

Congressional Prayer Caucus
c/o Congressman Randy Forbes
2438 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington DC, 20515

http://www.house.gov/forbes/prayercaucus.htm
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