AAP Headquarters

141 Northwest Point Blvd

Elk Grove Village, IL 60007-1098
Phone: 847/434-4000

Fax: 847/434-8000

E-mail: kidsdocs@aap.org
WWw.aap.org

Reply to

Department of Federal Affairs
Homer Building, Suite 400 N
601 13th St NW

Washington, DC 20005

Phone: 202/347-8600

Fax: 202/393-6137

E-mail: kids1st@aap.org

Executive Committee

President
David T. Tayloe, Jr, MD, FAAP

President-Elect
Judith S. Palfrey, MD, FAAP

Immediate Past President
Renée R. Jenkins, MD, FAAP

Executive Director/CEO
Errol R. Alden, MD, FAAP

Board of Directors

District |
Edward N. Bailey, MD, FAAP
Salem, MA

District Il
Henry A. Schaeffer, MD, FAAP
Brooklyn, NY

District Ill
Sandra Gibson Hassink, MD, FAAP
Wilmington, DE

District IV
Francis E. Rushton, Jr, MD, FAAP
Beaufort, SC

District V
Marilyn J. Bull, MD, FAAP
Indianapolis, IN

District VI
Michael V. Severson, MD, FAAP
Brainerd, MN

District VII
Kenneth E. Matthews, MD, FAAP
College Station, TX

District VIII
Mary P. Brown, MD, FAAP
Bend, OR

District IX
Myles B. Abbott, MD, FAAP
Berkeley, CA

District X
John S. Curran, MD, FAAP
Tampa, FL

American Academy of Pediatrics

DEDICATED TO THE HEALTH OF ALL CHILDREN"

February 19, 2008

The Honorable George Miller
Chairman

Committee on Education and Labor
2181 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Miller:

The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP), an organization of 60,000 primary care
pediatricians, pediatric medical sub-specialists, and pediatric surgical specialists dedicated
to the health, safety, and well-being of infants, children, adolescents, and young adults,
would like to express our support for the Stop Child Abuse in Residential Programs for
Teens Act.

The AAP has been deeply concerned about reports in recent years of child abuse and
neglect resulting in injuries and deaths at unregulated residential programs for children and
adolescents. The AAP strongly opposes child maltreatment in all its forms, regardless of
the setting in which it takes place. Some of these facilities appear to be engaging in
activities that run contrary to accepted practices in the field of behavioral treatment, while
others have been documented to employ frankly abusive techniques.

The Stop Child Abuse in Residential Programs for Teens Act would establish a framework
for the regulation and inspection of residential programs that offer specialized therapy or
behavior modification for children and adolescents. The bill would ensure that facilities
adhere to minimum child protection standards and disclose staff training and qualifications.
It would also require parents to be informed of any changes to a child’s health care
regimen, such as changes to medication. Each of these measures will improve transparency
and help ensure the quality of such programs.

The AAP commends you for your commitment to the health and safety of all our nation’s
children. We look forward to working with you to support this bill as it moves through the
legislative process.

Sincerely,
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David T. Tayloe, Jr., MD FAAP
President
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