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Engel/Paul “Securing Our Borders and Our Data Act”   

Washington, DC - Congressman Ron Paul is an original cosponsor of legislation introduced July
31st that would ensure that a traveler entering the United States would be subject to searches
of their data and digital equipment only if a border agent has a reasonable suspicion to believe
the traveler is or is about to be engaged in criminal activity.   

In an August 1, 2008 front page story, the Washington Post exposed the ease with which the
government can search and/or seize a traveler’s laptop, blackberry, or other electronic device. A
border agent can require any individual to provide access to private or other sensitive data with
no cause
. They can require the owner to surrender their password for encrypted data as well. 

“The Fourth Amendment to the Constitution acknowledges the right of the people to be secure
in their persons and effects against unreasonable searches and seizures.  It is unfortunate that
it takes legislation to remind border agents of this Constitutionally protected right, but it is
apparent to me that HR 6702 is absolutely necessary,” stated Congressman Paul.  
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