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An Update from Washington- Focusing on Constituent Services, Hyundai to Expand in Alabama, Auditing the Federal Reserve

One of the most important- and oftentimes overlooked- jobs for a Congressman is effectively responding to constituent concerns with the federal government. Oftentimes these concerns are from seniors or veterans who simply need someone to help them cut through bureaucratic red tape in order to get the benefits they deserve.  

I am proud to announce that according to a recent casework review, my office determined we have assisted in the return or reimbursement of approximately $2,750,000 to Second District residents.  This is money constituents were owed by federal agencies such as the Veterans Administration, Social Security, Medicare, the IRS, the military, FEMA, and the Office of Personnel and Management, among others.  
I am very pleased with the work we’ve done on behalf of the good people of the Second District.  According to the review, approximately 147 individuals or families have received money they were rightly owed through the help of my office.  Moreover, we have closed 1,187 cases since the beginning of 2009, a product of the hard work of my excellent staff in Dothan, Montgomery, Opp, and Ozark.
Helping constituents navigate an often complicated federal bureaucracy will always be a top priority for me and my entire office.  We will always be a resource for those who need assistance in dealing with the federal government.  We work for you and will never forget that.

New Hyundai Heavy Industries plant further signals need to pass U.S.-South Korea FTA
On Friday, Hyundai Heavy Industries announced that it will build a 220,000 square-foot facility on 100 acres in Montgomery.  Once operational, the plant will employ over 500 people and will make power transformers. 
This is great news for the entire state of Alabama.  When I served as Mayor of Montgomery, I was a part of the team that brought Hyundai Motors to our state.  Their investment continues to pay dividends as the new plant will further diversify our manufacturing economy and provide new jobs and opportunities for the hardworking people of Alabama.  

Hyundai, its subsidiaries, and suppliers continued investment in Alabama underscores the need to expand our trade partnership with South Korea.  The relationship between our two great countries is already strong, but could be even stronger and mutually beneficial if we remove unnecessary restrictions on trade.   I will continue to work with my colleagues to ensure swift passage of the South Korea-U.S. Free Trade Agreement so the whole country can see the benefits of our two countries’ partnership.
Auditing the Federal Reserve

My office has received several questions about my vote on an amendment to the Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act.  The amendment, among other things, called for an audit of the Federal Reserve.  Let me be clear- I wholeheartedly support auditing the Federal Reserve and I'm a co-sponsor of H.R. 1207, which is the bill sponsored by Congressman Ron Paul (R-TX) that would require an audit.  The vote in question, however, was not a clean vote on H.R. 1207. I voted no on the amendment because it contained a provision that could have a detrimental impact on our agriculture, energy and business communities. 

Specifically, the amendment would have prohibited businesses from being able to negotiate lower rates for future items such as seed, energy commodities, and jet fuel, which would cause increased rates and costs for consumers. The Agriculture Committee, on which I serve, worked hard to ensure the underlying legislation did not have a negative impact on our farmers and business community. I could not support a provision that would have undermined these protections.

I hope this explains my vote. I strongly believe that we should have clean votes on legislation and not combine separate legislation into one bill. Had there been a stand-alone vote on H.R. 1207, I would have enthusiastically supported it. I look forward to supporting a clean vote to audit the Federal Reserve in the future.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
