For use during week beginning 7.12.10
An Update from Washington- Cracking Down on Illegal Immigration
Last week, the Department of Justice filed a lawsuit in federal court to challenge Arizona’s new immigration law.  The lawsuit is just the latest development surrounding the Arizona law.  While some have chosen to oppose the law for partisan gain, I think that’s the wrong approach.  Now is not the time for lawsuits; now is the time for the federal government to get serious about stopping illegal immigration.
No one- especially the federal government- should fault a state for attempting to alleviate a serious problem within its own borders, which is the intent of the Arizona law.  By passing this law, Arizona is sending a clear signal that the federal government needs to act in an effective way to eliminate the violence and drug smuggling associated with an unsecure border.  Border security is, after all, an express function of the federal government.  The inability for a country to secure its own border is a sign of weakness to the rest of the world and invites illegal activity.
Immigration is a very important issue and one that deserves a strong coordinated response from local governments, states, the federal government, and businesses.  I recognized this fact when I served as Mayor of Montgomery and pushed for and passed a tough law that would strip businesses of their licenses if they knowingly hired illegal immigrants.  It was one of the first laws of its kind passed in the country.  As in Arizona, the law passed in Montgomery attempted to alleviate some of the burdens we felt from a problem long ignored in Washington.
In the past, Congress has failed to enact effective immigration reform despite several attempts to do so.  We can’t wait any longer.  Last year, I signed on as an original co-sponsor of the bipartisan Secure America through Verification and Enforcement (SAVE) Act.  This legislation would help strengthen border security, crack down on employers who hire illegal immigrants, and get tough on those who cross the border illegally.  

Specifically, the SAVE Act would add 6,000 new Border Patrol agents; utilize new technology and infrastructure along the border; allow for more information sharing between federal agencies and local governments; expand and mandate the use of E-Verify, which is a quick and easy program for employers to verify employee eligibility; and increase the number of Immigration Judges to expedite the deportation process.  It currently has 112 bipartisan co-sponsors.
Instead of fanning the flames of an already divisive issue, I would strongly urge the Administration to focus its efforts on finding widespread consensus to address the immigration crisis.  Nearly everyone agrees part of effective immigration reform is enforcing the laws already on the books and providing the necessary resources to secure the border.  The SAVE Act would help achieve some of these goals.  More importantly, its passage would give states like Arizona and communities across the country assurance that the federal government is actively engaged in combating a problem of which they too often bear the brunt of the burden.
Without question, immigration is a difficult and complex issue, but it is one that can be solved by building consensus and working together.  The SAVE Act is a good foundation to begin the necessary and needed debate on illegal immigration, and I am confident it would easily pass the House and the Senate if brought up for a vote.  The federal government cannot continue to ignore its responsibility to secure the border and fight illegal immigration.  States and local governments, especially those along the border, simply cannot wait any longer.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
