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An Update from Washington- Supporting our brave men and women in uniform

Last week, the House Armed Services Committee concluded its work on the FY2011 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) by passing the bill unanimously out of committee.  The NDAA, which will likely be debated and passed by the full House this week, authorizes Department of Defense spending over the next year.  In addition to providing the necessary support for our brave soldiers fighting overseas, I was proud to secure over $100 million directed specifically for military installations in the Second District and the Alabama Army National Guard.  

If signed into law, the NDAA will bring needed projects to both Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base and Fort Rucker.  At Maxwell, these projects include a new addition to the Air University Library, funds to complete the design of a new air traffic control tower, and critical technical support and training for the Application Software Assurance Center of Excellence.  These investments will help Maxwell-Gunter maintain its preeminence for providing an exemplary military education and combating cyber attacks on our nation’s military.

At Fort Rucker, projects include new aviation component and maintenance facilities, a new emergency medical services building, a new training facility for soldiers, and funds for the Unmanned Aviation Systems Center of Excellence, which provides technical support and doctrine development for unmanned aircraft. During a visit to Fort Rucker last year, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates emphasized the need for increased Army aviation in order to be successful in the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  These projects will help Fort Rucker meet these new requirements.
In addition, the Alabama Army National Guard is set to receive $5 million for Mine Resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) Vehicle Virtual Trainers.  MRAPs have been effective in protecting soldiers from Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) and this funding will help our troops more effectively train before deployment.

I am extremely pleased that vital projects at Maxwell-Gunter and Fort Rucker, as well as the Alabama Army National Guard, are included in the NDAA.  These are worthwhile projects because they provide two of our finest military installations with needed upgrades and I’m glad they received bipartisan support at the committee level.  Ensuring military installations in the Second District- and more importantly, the soldiers and airmen stationed there- are provided with the necessary resources is one of the most important jobs I have as a Congressman.  

Other provisions in the NDAA include $567 billion in budget authority for the DOD and the national security programs of the Department of Energy (DOE), as well as $193 billion to support military operations for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  To help the National Guard and Reserve meet increased demands, the NDAA authorizes $7.2 billion to provide aircraft missiles, wheeled and tracked combat vehicles, ammunition, small arms, tactical radios, and other equipment for Guard and Reserve units.  

Additionally, the bill provides 1.9% pay raise for service members, which is .5% above cost-of-living, and for the first time in six years, an increase in the maximum amount of hostile fire and imminent danger pay and family separation allowance for service members.  Another provision will extend Tricare beneficiaries’ coverage to their dependent children until age 26. 

The National Defense Authorization Act is a bipartisan effort to ensure that our soldiers and their families are appropriately honored and supported.  Chairman Ike Skelton, Ranking Member Buck McKeon, and the Armed Services Committee Staff deserve thanks and praise for their hard work in passing a strong bill for which our nation can be proud.  As Memorial Day approaches, I look forward to continuing to stand up for our men and women in uniform and ensuring that the strongest possible Defense authorization is signed into law.

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

