For use during week beginning 5.17.10
An Update from Washington- Congress Comes to the Second District
On Saturday, approximately 150 people were at the Pike County Cattlemen’s Association in Troy to witness what usually takes place only in Washington:  a congressional hearing.   Six members of Congress, including myself, participated in a field hearing to discuss the reauthorization of the Farm Bill.  The hearing, hosted by the House Agriculture Committee, was one of eight held around the country to review the Farm Bill, which governs federal farm and food policy, including commodity and conservation programs through the United States Department of Agriculture.  

Participating members of the Agriculture Committee included Representative Mike Rogers from the neighboring 3rd District, Committee Chairman Collin Peterson (MN), former Chairman Bob Goodlatte (VA), Rep. Adrian Smith (NE), and Rep. Glenn Thompson (PA).  

My colleagues and I heard testimony from members of the agriculture community in the Southeast.  Witnesses from Alabama included Andy Bell from Tallassee, Lamar Dewberry from Lineville, Ed Esposito from Newville, Doug Gibbs from Ranburne, Carl Sanders from Brundidge, Dr. Steven Taylor from Auburn University, and Ricky Wiggins from Andalusia.  Their testimony focused on their experiences with the current Farm Bill and how the bill can work better in the future.
The Farm Bill affects the various regions of our country in very different ways.  As a result, I believe it is vitally important that Alabama farmers have substantial input into the next bill.  While certain programs may work well for farmers in the West or Midwest, those same programs may not be as effective in the South, and vice-versa.  

The two most common issues for farmers in my district are crop insurance and peanut pricing.  In the South, anything beyond catastrophic crop insurance does not make economic sense for our farmers.  This is unacceptable in an area where extreme drought, heavy rains and floods, hurricanes, and early freezes can all occur in the same year.  We must find a way to make crop insurance work for all farmers, or at least make it responsive to the specific needs of a given region.  

In terms of peanut pricing, the formula for the weekly peanut price calculation is complicated and often referred to as “the black box,” leaving guesswork as the only method farmers can use to plan for the future.  This formula must be simplified and the process made more transparent.  I hope to work with my colleagues in finding resolution to these two particular problems.

In addition to crop insurance and peanut pricing, other topics discussed on Saturday included the farm safety net, direct and countercyclical payments, the Marketing Loan Program, survival of the family farm, cap-and-trade’s potential effect on the agriculture community, and disaster programs and funding.

I would like to thank Chairman Peterson and my other colleagues for coming to Troy to participate in this very important hearing.  The Pike County Cattlemen’s Association also deserves a big round of applause for providing a venue for the hearing.  The Second District produces some of the highest yields of cotton, peanuts, and poultry in the country along with many other crops and livestock.  I am extremely pleased that our farmers were able to express their views without needing to leave Alabama.  
If you were unable to attend the hearing on Saturday, the committee is encouraging the public to submit comments about the Farm Bill through their website.  Comments submitted before June 14th will be included as part of the committee’s record for the hearings.  The website to submit comment is:  http://agriculture.house.gov/inside/feedbackform.html. 
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
