For use during week beginning on 5.10.10
An Update from Washington- New Benefits and Services for Veterans, Emergency Funding for FEMA, and Congratulating the Art Competition Winner
The Department of Veterans Affairs recently began accepting applications for the Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry Scholarship.  The Fry scholarship expands the New GI Bill education benefits to cover the full cost of a college education for all of the children of service members who have died on active duty on or after September 11, 2001.  
Eligible children will receive 36 months of tuition and fees up to the maximum in-state tuition, as well as a monthly living stipend and book allowance.   The benefit took effect August 1, 2009, and VA must begin making payments no later than August 1, 2010.  Retroactive payments are available for children enrolled in college from August 1, 2009 through July 31, 2010.  For more information, visit the VA website at http://www.gibill.va.gov or call 1-888-442-4551.
The Fry scholarship was enacted as part of the Supplemental Appropriations Act of 2009, which I was proud to support.  The scholarship is one of many recent improvements in services for veterans and their families.  Last year, Congress passed a 12% increase in funding for the VA and also enacted advance funding measures for the VA, a top priority for veterans’ organizations.
Additionally, last week President Obama signed in the Caregivers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services Act into law.  The House unanimously passed this legislation several weeks ago, expanding benefits for veterans’ caregivers, as well as women, rural, and homeless veterans. 

Veterans have sacrificed so much to give us the freedoms we enjoy, and we have a responsibility to see that they are always supported when they come home.  I am very pleased that provisions like the Fry Scholarship and The Caregivers Veterans Services Act are now the law of the land.
Urging FEMA Funding

Nearly every week, my office hears from local emergency managers, mayors, and county commissioners in the Second District who express frustration because FEMA has yet to provide them with guaranteed assistance for federally-declared disasters.  The reason FEMA has yet to come through is simple:  it has exhausted all of its budgeted resources.  Floods in the Southeast, wildfires in the West, and record snows in the Midwest and Northeast over the last year have stretched the agency thin.
On March 24th, the House passed legislation that would provide FEMA with emergency funding to meet its outstanding obligations.  However, the Senate has yet to act.  On Thursday, I delivered a speech on the floor of the House urging the Senate to act quickly on this important issue.  Our communities simply cannot wait any longer to make necessary repairs, especially in light of recent disasters and the upcoming hurricane season.
As a fiscal conservative, I welcome a debate on how to reform the way FEMA operates in order to make it more efficient.  However, the time for that debate is not while our communities wait for funds that have already been guaranteed by the federal government.  The Senate should listen to calls of local officials and act quickly on this legislation. 
Art competition winner announced

Caitlin Mount, a senior at Crenshaw Christian Academy in Luverne, is the winner of the 2010 2nd District Art Competition.  “Reading, Writing and Arithmetic”, which is a collage of newspaper and acrylic paint, bested 22 other entries from across the district in an online vote for district residents.  “Reading, Writing and Arithmetic” will be on display in the Capitol beginning June 17th, when Caitlin will be given the opportunity to fly to Washington for its unveiling.  

I would like to congratulate Caitlin on winning this year’s art competition.  She was chosen by her fellow constituents in the Second District and is deserving of this honor.  I would also like to congratulate and thank all of the participants for being part of another successful competition.  
Second and third place finishers are Nayeong Seok from Brewbaker Technology Magnet High School in Montgomery and Katelyn Purvis from Abbeville High School.  They will have the chance to display their submissions in my Montgomery and Dothan offices.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

