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An Update from Washington- Stopping the Congressional Pay Raise, Extending the Homebuyer Tax Credit, and Responding to the Oil Spill

Last week, I voted to block the automatic pay raise that Members of Congress receive.  This is the second straight year the House has acted to stop the pay raise, and the Senate has already passed similar legislation.  I was proud to be an original co-sponsor of both the bill that passed last Tuesday, as well as the legislation that prevented the pay raise last year

Many Americans will not receive a pay raise this year, and nearly 10% will not receive a paycheck at all.  Members of Congress should not be the exception to this reality and receive a pay raise while the economy is still struggling to recover.  I am proud of the bipartisan work that prevented our pay raise this year, and pleased that we have once again come together to block the raise for next year.  The American people expect Congress to live within its means, and this is one small step to ensure we live up to this pledge to our constituents.

Extending the Homebuyer’s Tax Credit

On Friday, the highly successful and popular first-time homebuyer’s tax credit expired.  The credit, which has been in effect for nearly two years, gives first-time homebuyers (and some existing homeowners) an up to $8,000 one-time tax credit towards the purchase of the new home.  The credit has helped stabilize the housing market, which has a huge overall effect on the economy.

Because the tax credit has been so successful, I strongly believe it needs to be extended, especially as the economy continues to recover.  That’s why I recently sponsored legislation to extend the credit through the end of the year.  I hope it receives consideration in the coming weeks and the tax credit is ultimately extended.

My support for legislation such as the homebuyer’s tax credit is one of several reasons why I was recently honored with a Spirit of Enterprise award from the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.  The Chamber recognizes Members of Congress for their support of pro-business legislation.  This award is affirmation of my work over the last 16 months to help spur job growth by making it easier for our small businesses, which create up to 80% of American jobs, to hire new workers.  I look forward to working to pass smart and sensible legislation to create jobs by helping our small businesses grow and expand.
Responding to the Oil Spill

The oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico has captured the attention of the entire world, and rightfully so.  At the time this column was written, an estimated 5,000 barrels of oil a day are spilling into the Gulf of Mexico, the result of a deep-sea rig explosion approximately 50 miles southeast of the mouth of the Mississippi River.  The oil slick is not only growing; winds are pushing it to the north and east, threatening wetlands, fishing and wildlife habitats, shipping lanes, and beaches along the Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and Florida coasts.

Without question, this is a major disaster that requires our utmost attention and concern.  The immediate priority is stopping the oil slick from reaching any farther north by using controlled burns, chemical dispersant, and protective booms.  This must be done in conjunction with efforts to stop the leak 5,000 feet below the Gulf’s surface, something that could take months to achieve.

Some experts are already predicting this oil spill could be larger in scope than the Exxon Valdez spill off the coast of Alaska in 1989.  The economic impact will be significant, as major industries along the coast- from shipping, to fishing, to tourism- will feel the effects of this spill.  Given the importance of domestic oil and gas to our economy, the ramifications could spread far past the Gulf.  The key now is to work as hard as possible and use all available resources to minimize the damage to our coastal waters.  
I will continue to closely monitor the situation to ensure that the public and private response is appropriate, both in the short and long-term.  We should all keep the people of the Gulf Coast in our thoughts and prayers as containment efforts continue.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

