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An Update from Washington- Supporting Tax Relief and a Deserving U.S. Marshal Nominee

April 15th marked the deadline for filing federal taxes.  Though taxes still remain too high for citizens and businesses across our country, some steps have been made in the last 16 months to lower the tax burden for Americans.  However, we can and should do more to put money back into the pockets of the people and small businesses who work hard to support their families.

Mostly recently, The Hiring Incentives to Restore Employment (HIRE) Act was signed into law.  The HIRE Act exempts employers from paying payroll taxes (6.2% for the first $106,800 of wages) for previously unemployed workers hired between February 3rd, 2010 and the end of the year.  It also provides a $1,000 tax credit for each new employee hired under this program who remains employed longer than a year.

Also included in the HIRE Act is legislation that I sponsored to provide increased tax deductions for small businesses making capital investments.  This provision will allow businesses to grow and expand even in a tough economy by giving them incentives to purchase items such as new equipment and technology, a necessary first step before they can hire additional workers.

I also supported an extension of the highly successful homebuyer’s tax credit.  H.R. 3458 extended the credit from the end of November 2009 to the end of April 2010 and allowed non-first time homebuyers to access a $6,500 credit, as opposed to the initial $8,000 credit for only first-time buyers.    

There is more work to be done, however.  We should extend the tax breaks passed in 2001 and 2003 under President Bush.  These cuts, which lowered the tax rate for nearly all Americans, will begin to expire at the end of the year unless action is taken.  In January, I took the lead in writing a letter to the President urging him to extend these tax breaks in his FY2011 budget.  A recession is not the time to allow tax rates to increase and Congress must act to ensure Americans don’t see their take-home pay reduced.

Additionally, we should find a way to permanently end the estate tax, which is often referred to as the “death tax.”  The estate tax expired this year, but unless action is taken, it will return in 2011 at levels that nearly everyone agrees are too high.  In fact, I voted against a bill that would have indefinitely extended the estate tax at its 2009 levels.  American families and small businesses need to know that they will be able to pass on their life’s work to their children.  We can give them this assurance by permanently ending the estate tax.

Since I have come to Congress, I have opposed tax increases and offered my own solutions to bring tax relief to my constituents and the small businesses that create up to 80% of U.S. jobs.  In the coming months, I look forward to working to lower the tax burden for all Americans. 

A Very Deserving Nomination for U.S. Marshal

Last week, President Obama officially nominated Montgomery Police Chief Art Baylor to be U.S. Marshal for the Middle District of Alabama.  Representing 15 of the 16 counties in the Second District, the U.S. Marshal for the Middle District is responsible for protecting court officers and witnesses, apprehending federal fugitives, and managing seized assets in his district.  It is the oldest federal law enforcement agency in the country.

Chief Baylor’s nomination has personal significance.  I was proud to appoint him to his current position when I served as mayor of Montgomery, and last year I recommended him for U.S. Marshal.  I know from first-hand experience that Art was instrumental in keeping Montgomery safe and managing a department of over 700 employees and he is certainly well-qualified for his new position.
Chief Baylor must first be approved by the Senate.  If confirmed, I know he will honorably carry on the U.S. Marshal Service’s long tradition, ensuring that justice is carried out through the federal court system.  Though he will be greatly missed in the Montgomery Police Department, I join with thousands to congratulate Chief Baylor and wish him well in his new endeavor.

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

