For use during week beginning 4.12.10
An Update from Washington- Farmer’s Forum, Congressional Art Competition and Making Sure You are Counted in the Census
On Saturday, Congressman Leonard Boswell from Iowa and I hosted a farmer’s forum in Headland.  Mr. Boswell is Chairman of the General Farm Commodities and Risk Management Subcommittee, and his presence in the Second District was an important step in ensuring that the needs of our farmers are met in the next farm bill.  

The forum lasted over an hour and with nearly 60 farmers from across the district in attendance.  We fielded questions on such as crop insurance, peanut pricing transparency, and agriculture disaster assistance, which I have been working to secure for the last several months.  The Senate recently passed $1.5 billion in disaster assistance for farmers, and I’m hopeful we can pass this legislation in the House to provide much needed relief for farmers affected by natural disasters. 

Congressman Boswell’s trip opened his eyes to the struggles facing Wiregrass farmers, and I look forward to working with him on several key issues as we move forward.  This is especially important since field hearings on the farm bill are likely to begin next month.  I am very hopeful that one of the few field hearings will take place in the Second District.   

It is my job to represent farmers in the Second District, and I am doing all in my power to ensure they are part of the debate in Washington.

Congressional Art Competition

For the second consecutive year, my office is hosting Alabama’s Second Congressional District Art Competition.  The competition is open to any high school student who lives or attends school in the district.  Students are asked to submit a high-resolution picture of their artwork to AL02artprojects@gmail.com by April 20th.  I will then host a virtual unveiling of these pieces of art on April 23rd on www.bright.house.gov.  The winner will be decided through a district-wide vote via e-mail, also AL02artprojects@gmail.com, from April 23rd through 30th. 

The winner will travel with one parent or legal guardian to view the unveiling of his or her work in the Capitol in Washington, D.C. on June 17, 2010.  The district winner's art will be displayed in the Capitol for one year.  For more information about the competition, visit my website and click on the “2nd Congressional District Art Competition” subtab under the services tab at the top of the page.  You can also call my Montgomery office at 334-277-9113 for more information. 

Census in Full Swing

Last week, my office received several calls from constituents concerned because they had not yet received their census forms.  If you have not received a census form in the mail, you can still call (866) 872-6868 and either request that a form be sent to your address or answer census questions over the phone.   

Census workers began traveling through remote locations that may have not received census forms from mid-March through April, and then will visit non-responding homes from May through mid-July.  The Census Bureau is encouraging everyone to either mail in their forms or complete the survey over the phone to avoid the hiring of additional census workers.  If everyone mailed back his or her census form, it would save taxpayers approximately $1.5 billion.

There are census forms available in various community centers across the country.  If you need language assistance or want to pick up a form, these centers are open until April 19th.  These locations, often city halls or other public facilities, can be found on the web at www.2010census.gov.  Click on the “Questionnaire Assistance Center” link in the middle of the page to find a center near you.

I have also created a page on my website which contains information about the census.  Or if you prefer, you can call my district offices or Washington office toll free at (877) 839-9299 if you have any additional questions about the census.  The census only occurs once every 10 years, and it’s your chance to ensure you are fairly counted.  I hope you take the opportunity to fill out and return your census form.

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

