For use during week beginning on 3.29.10
An Update from Washington- Reducing Government Spending

The federal government’s ballooning budget deficit is a problem that alarms members of both parties.  To address issues associated with the deficit, the fiscally conservative Blue Dog Coalition has introduced its Blueprint for Fiscal Reform.  These proposals, which also include the Constitutional amendment to balance the budget that I sponsored, will help cut government spending with the goal of balancing the federal budget.  In this week’s column, I will discuss several components of the Blueprint that I have co-sponsored.
The Spending Reduction Act 
The Spending Reduction Act, or H.R. 4871, calls for a 2% yearly reduction in non-security and non-veterans related discretionary federal spending over each of the next three years, for a total of 6%.  After three years of spending cuts, the subsequent two years would see a freeze in spending.  A projected $400 billion reduction in the deficit would result from these cuts.   
Originally enacted under bipartisan agreements in the 1990s, discretionary spending caps have a proven track record of controlling spending and reducing the deficit.   Since the caps were allowed to expire in 2002, discretionary spending has jumped by more than $538 billion, establishing an alarming trend that threatens to cripple our nation’s economy and saddle future generations with mountains of debt. 

Families across Alabama have been forced to cut back on their discretionary spending, and so should the federal government.  The Spending Reduction Act will help move us closer to achieving the goal of a balanced federal budget.  
Forecast the Future Act
During the annual budgetary process, Congress is only required to look at 10-year window for the government’s spending obligations.  However, our fiscal woes are due in large part to long-term budgetary requirements, particularly in the form of entitlement spending.  To give Congress and the American people a more accurate depiction of future fiscal needs, I co-sponsored the Forecast the Future Act.  H.R. 4856 would require the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) to annually report to Congress and the President regarding the present value of future costs of entitlement programs on a 75-year time frame.
In 2009, the Department of the Treasury estimated projected entitlement spending at approximately $62 trillion over the next 75 years.  Unfortunately, this type of long-term forecast is scarcely made available to the general public or Congress.  By requiring our forecasters to look deeper into the future, we would give lawmakers additional indicators and evidence that our fiscal path is unsustainable.  
The Budget Enforcement Legislative Tool (BELT) Act

The Budget Enforcement Legislative Tool (BELT) Act would help Congress and the President work together to identify and cut or reduce wasteful government programs or spending.  Also known as “expedited recission,” this proposal passed the House in the early 1990s.  Companion legislation is currently pending in the Senate.  
Specifically, the BELT Act will give the President three days to submit a list of proposed budget cuts to Congress after signing an appropriations act.  Congress would then be required to take and up or down vote on the President’s list of proposed cuts.  This authority will give Congress and the President the ability to reduce or eliminate earmarks, zero-out unauthorized programs, and reduce authorized programs’ budgets by up to 25%.   
For too long, Congress has talked a tough game when it comes to spending, but has failed to adequately address our national debt and budget deficits.   The proposals in the Blueprint for Fiscal Reform are common sense and in many cases, enjoy bipartisan support.  If enacted, I believe these will be good first steps to bring the federal government’s balance sheet back to even.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

