An Update from Washington- Independent Representation, Haiti Relief, and Honoring Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Congressional Quarterly, a publication that follows Congress and examines legislation, recently came out with its party unity scores for 2009.  As has been the case in previous studies, I was named as the second-most independent Member of Congress in either the House or the Senate.  

Though this is only a ranking, it says a lot about my role as your representative.  My commitment is not to any political party or special interest; it is to you and the nearly 700,000 people in the Second District of Alabama.  Your concerns and views are of the utmost importance, and that will not change.  I am proud of my independent record in 2009, and look forward to continuing to represent your interests in 2010.

Haiti Relief Efforts

Last Tuesday, a catastrophic earthquake rocked the island nation of Haiti.  The death toll is still unknown, but even early estimates put the numbers well into the thousands.  It is easily one of the worst natural disasters in the Western Hemisphere, completely devastating Haiti’s capital, Port-au-Prince, and leaving potentially millions homeless and lacking in the basic necessities.  Our thoughts and prayers are with the Haitian people.

The international community was quick to send aid and pledge its support to relief efforts, and the U.S. has pledged to do the same for the impoverished nation.  However, as previous disasters such as the Indian Ocean Tsunami in 2004 and Hurricane Katrina in 2005 have shown us, the private sector also steps up in times of tremendous crisis.  Immediately following the earthquake, millions of American citizens and businesses began donating money and goods to the relief efforts.  Times like these really show our compassion and generosity as the greatest nation in the history of the world.

Relief efforts will continue for the months and years ahead.  My website has numbers and websites where you can obtain more information about the disaster, including how to find out about the status of American citizens in Haiti and ways you can help.  You can also visit the State Department’s website at www.state.gov for all matters pertaining to Haiti.  My office is also available to help if you need assistance in navigating the various agencies in charge of relief efforts.

Honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

On Monday, services honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. were held around the district and the county.  Beginning in the pulpit at Montgomery’s Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Dr. King inspired Americans from all walks of life to serve their fellow citizens.  Dr. King once said “every man can be great, because every man can serve.”  In that sense, it’s appropriate that the King Day holiday has been recognized as a National Day of Service across the country.

My family and I participated in one of these events last year.  We made care packages for deployed troops as part of the “National Day of Service for our Military.”  It was a moving event, and Dr. King would have been pleased with the efforts made by so many.  This year, I am glad to be back in the Second District, attending events in the region where Dr. King had such an impact.

Without a doubt, Dr. King’s legacy of service and dedication lives on in both Alabama and around the world, and that’s something of which we can all be proud.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

