For Use during Week Beginning on 1.11.10
An Update from Washington- Coming up on Capitol Hill and Congratulating the Crimson Tide

As Congress returns to session, attention will turn to national security in light of an attempted Christmas Day terrorist attack on an international flight bound for Detroit, Michigan.  The attempted attack, as well as a suicide bombing that killed CIA operatives in Afghanistan, brought back memories of the 9/11 terrorist attacks on New York and Washington and reminds us that we can never rest when it comes to securing our homeland.  
This week, the House Armed Services Committee will hold a briefing on Yemen, giving members the opportunity to hear from top national security officials and better understand the situation in a country from which the Christmas Day attempt originated.  American military advisers and trainers are already working with Yemen’s special forces and Congress will need to help facilitate a closer partnership and more cooperation with Yemen’s government to prevent future attacks.

The recent attacks bring into focus some tough policy questions that Congress and the Administration must answer.  For instance, recent developments should cause us to further examine the President’s decision to shut down the detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  After visiting the facility last year, I can say without hesitation that it should remain open and should be the venue in which terrorists are brought to justice.
Further, the Patriot Act will expire at the end of February unless Congress acts to extend it.  Reauthorizing and revamping the Patriot Act in a way that protects our country while ensuring the civil liberties of law abiding American citizens should be one of Congress’s top priorities.  Balancing national security and civil liberties is even more important in light of new calls to use full body scans at TSA airport security checkpoints.  
No job is more important than keeping our country and its citizens safe and secure.  Congress would be well-served to remember that important fact in the coming weeks and months. 
Recognizing the Crimson Tide’s National Championship

Football fans across the state celebrated on Thursday night when the Alabama Crimson Tide won its 13th collegiate football national championship.  The Tide’s victory over the Texas Longhorns clinched its first national title since 1992, and the first time the University of Alabama received the coveted Bowl Championship Series trophy.  It was a hard fought game between two storied programs and Texas should be commended for playing valiantly despite an early-game deficit.
Even many Auburn fans and graduates- including myself- can appreciate the Tide’s dominance and the fact that college football’s ultimate prize can once again call Alabama home.  We have a proud football tradition in our state, starting with youth leagues all the way through college and for some, into the professional ranks.  Winning a game is secondary to the team work, dedication, perseverance, and toughness that football teaches our youth and student-athletes.
This week, Congressmen Spencer Bachus and Artur Davis, who jointly represent Tuscaloosa County, will introduce a resolution recognizing the accomplishments of the University of Alabama.  It has the support of the entire Alabama House delegation- both Republican and Democrat, Auburn and Alabama alumni included.  Without question, football is truly something that brings us all together.
I am pleased to join my fellow Alabama delegation members in commending and recognizing the achievements of the student-athletes, Coach Saban and his staff, and the faculty who made this championship a reality.  I look forward to another exciting season in 2010 for all of the state’s top-notch football programs. 
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
