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An Update from Washington

Last week, the House voted to extend much needed tax cuts and credits for millions of American families and small businesses. The Tax Extenders Act of 2009 provides approximately $5 billion in tax relief for individuals and $17 billion for American businesses.  The bill, which now heads to Senate for further consideration, is fully paid for by closing tax loopholes used by hedge fund managers to avoid paying taxes at the same rates paid by ordinary Americans.  

Some of the tax cuts contained in the bill are for tuition and other related expenses for parents with children in college; teachers making out-of-pocket purchases for school equipment; property taxes on non-itemized returns; businesses employing National Guard and Reservists called up for active duty; seniors using their IRAs to make charitable contributions; and businesses in a designated disaster area.
There could not be a better time to extend tax relief for families and small businesses.  These tax cuts have helped create American jobs and grow American industries and aided deployed military, teachers, homeowners, and parents struggling to make ends meet.  I am extremely pleased we are extending these tax cuts for another year, and extending them in a responsible way that doesn’t add to the deficit.  Alabama families and small businesses depend on these tax cuts, especially when unemployment across our state and nation remains at 10% or higher. 

Moving Forward with a Disaster Designation

You may recall that I recently sent a letter to Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack urging him to designate the 16 counties in my district as primary disaster areas.  On Thursday, Secretary Vilsack instructed the Farm Service Agency (FSA) to begin assessing crop loss in the Second District.  This is a small- but necessary- step towards providing much-needed relief to Alabama’s farms.  Once the FSA makes its assessment, counties who meet a damage threshold will be recommended to the Secretary for disaster designation.
I would like to thank Secretary Vilsack for quickly moving forward in assessing crop loss in my district.  The FSA is actively working with the USDA in determining the need for a disaster designation.  It was clear from my recent farm tour that crop loss in my district is extensive and many farmers should be eligible for any available federal assistance.  I urge the FSA and the USDA to continue to work quickly with a goal of resolving this matter by Christmas.
Saying No to Increased Spending
Last Thursday I voted against what is known as the Omnibus Appropriations Act.  The bill combines six separate spending bills at a total cost of nearly $447 billion, an almost 10% increase over fiscal year 2009.  These increases were passed with little rhyme or reason at a time when families across the nation have seen their wages remain stagnant or decline significantly.  Additionally, the bill removes longstanding restrictions on abortion that should have remained the law of the land.  

Without question, there are good parts of this bill, including funding for military construction, advance and additional funding for our veterans, and specific projects in the Second District.  However, the overall bill increases federal spending too much.  When I travel across Southeast Alabama, one of the most common concerns I hear from my constituents is about government spending.  I agree with them, and I voted against this bill because it does nothing to address our soaring national debt and budget deficit.  

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
