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An Update from Washington
Though the calendar year is coming to an end, the next few weeks will continue to be busy in Washington.  In addition to finishing up its required work in passing the final appropriations bills, the House will likely consider several other measures, including financial regulatory reform, extension of the estate tax, and review the President’s new policy in Afghanistan.  Additionally, the Senate continues to debate its version of a health care reform bill.  

Throughout all of the major legislation before Congress in the past 11 months, I have taken your concerns and beliefs into consideration above anything else.  I will continue to do the same in the coming weeks.  

For instance, when the House takes up financial regulatory reform, I will weigh how it will affect local banks and loan agencies and their ability to lend to ordinary citizens and small businesses.  With estate tax legislation, I will examine closely how this unnecessary burden continues to affect family farms and small businesses and search for ways to permanently end the tax.  Similarly, throughout the health care debate, my principal concern has been how reform will change health care for patients and caregivers in the Second District.

This week, the Armed Services Committee will hear testimony about changes in Afghanistan policy from Defense Secretary Robert Gates and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral Michael Mullen.  My chief concern when questioning them about the plan is how it will strengthen our national security, and how it will affect airmen at Maxwell-Gunter and soldiers at Fort Rucker.

I look forward to hearing from you in the coming weeks and months on these issues and many others.  My office is always open to you.

Important Day for Hyundai

Monday marked a very important milestone for the Hyundai Motors plant in Montgomery as the plant produced its one millionth car.  It was indeed a special day not only for Hyundai, but for the entire River Region and state of Alabama.

When I served as Mayor of Montgomery, I was proud to be a part of the team that brought Hyundai to Alabama.  It was the most recent addition to Alabama’s roster of world-class automobile manufacturers, following Mercedes-Benz, Honda, and Toyota.  These plants have truly been an economic boom to the entire state.
For example, since Hyundai’s grand-opening in 2005, the facility has created nearly 3,000 new jobs in the production line alone.  Additionally, more than 70 suppliers have located to North America to support the plant, resulting in thousands of additional jobs.  More than $500 million dollars have been reinvested into the local economy.
Today, the Hyundai plant houses some of the world’s most technologically advanced equipment and is able to produce 300,000 vehicles annually.  Additionally, Hyundai’s commitment to the Montgomery Community is evident in their support for organizations such as the Alabama Shakespeare Festival, the Montgomery Zoo, and Montgomery Area Food Bank.

We are indeed fortunate that so many automobile plants- and the many suppliers that accompany them- have chosen to call Alabama home.  The milestone reached by Hyundai this week is a testament to their superb product and business model, as well as the surrounding community that worked to bring the company to the River Region and have continued to support them in the years since.  One million may be just a number, but it’s a very large and significant number for which we can all be proud.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
