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N. Korea clarifies intentions

- Recent agitations show regime will not glve up its nuclear. program

Maybe it
was the Me-
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daisical.
North Korea’s
aims were re-
flexively re-
ported as its
typical cry for
attention and brinkmanship.
Yet a bubbling North Korean. -
leadership struggleis cer tainly
at play. Discounted, too, was
North Korea’s very troub ling
relationship with Iran. These
developments malke North Ko-
réa a full-blown crisis. ‘
Kim Jong-il’s siekly appear-
ance in public last month sig-
paled that his days are num-
bered. Unlike when he came to
power in 1894, clearly anointed
by his father, this time succes-
sion is uncertain. Kim's broth-
er-in-law and youngest son are
taking more assertive roles in
 the powerful National Defense
Commission, it’s believed. Some
speculate that the brother-in-
| law may take over as a “regent”
| until the son, age 26, can fully
| emerge. These two and the oth-
| ers jockeying for power aren’t.
| going to want to be seen as soft
against the United States as
they selidify their power base.
North Korean foreign policy,
always aggressive, has lately in-
cluded a long-range missile test,
- booting U.N. inspectors from
the country and detaining two
American journalists. Counter-
feiting U.S. currency, missile
proliferation, drug trafficking
and other illicit activities have
lorig been state-sanctioned en-
terprises. Now Pyongyang has
conducted a second under-
ground nuclear test in three
years. Many expect manufac-
tured North-South naval clash-
es to come next, roiling the Ko- .
rean peninsula, where 25,000
U.S. troops are stationed.
Cooperation between
pv yongyang and 'Tcm*a_h_‘ on mis-
sile-technology is well docu-_
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mented. Last August, India re-
sponded to a U.S. request to
block from its airspace a North

- Korean plane bound for Iran.

The plane reportedly carried

long-range missile components.
It may be worse. North Korea

built a clone of its Yongbyon nu-

clear reactor in Syria, which Is-

rael destroyed in a 2007 air-
strike. Many believe this l"eac-
tor was financed by Iran. A
North Korean sale of nuclear
components, or even a com-
plete nuclear device, to Iran
isn't out of the question.
Some.ascribe reports of nu-
clear cooperation between
North Korea and.Iran-as spec-
ulation. But facts point in this
direction. The motives certainly
do. North Korea, its economy

sdecrepit, could certainly use the

cash, and Iran could speed its
nuclear program.

The Obama administration
must make it crystal-clear that

-the United States would hold
Pyongyang fully accountable for

the transfer of nuclear weapons
or material to states or terror-
ist crroups Following North Ko-
rea’s 2006 nuclear test, the _
Bush administration made such
an announcement (but never
followed through once Syria’s
reactor was exposed). Such a
pronouncement so far has been
oddly missing from President
Barack Obama’s statements,

So far, the administration has
offered bland statements and is
focused primarily on diplomacy
at the United Nations. Recent
history tells us we won't get
much out of the Security Coun-

“cil. Thé U.S.can achigve far =~ -

more by deploying measures to
further undercut North Korea’s
economy and target its prolifer-

ation activities. Past attempts
to squeeze Pyongyang’s wallet
have proven suceessful, when

“banks from across Asja refused

to do-business. with the Dear
Leader after 4 bank in Macau
was shut down by U.S. Sanc-
tions for laundering ¢ounterfeit
U.S. currency for North Korea.
This éffort was dropped in the
belief that North Korea would
bargain away its nuclear pro-
gram. Press reports indicate
that the Obama administration
1s “developing mechanisms” to
replicate this effort. But why
has it taken the White House
this long just to consider such
steps?

Our defenses must be bol-
stered. South Korea has finally
taken the welcome step of join-
ing the U.S.-led Proliferation
Security Initiative, Whlcn aims

-to mterdlct issile and nuclear

components on the hlgh seas.
Yet our last line of protection -
missile defense - has.been cut

‘by the Obama administration.

Expansion of the. ground-based
interceptor program in Alaska
and California that weuld take

cut North Kor ean missiles

- aimed at the Wesfc Coast has

beén halted.
Some believe that the World

“can learn to live with a nuclear

North Korea. This pesition tol-
erates the cascade of prolifer-
ation likely to result from South
Korea, J. apan and possﬂoly oth—
ers in the reglon Japanese
rearmament would not sit well
with China. Further, North Ko-

rean nuclear weapons will likely

find their ‘way to the Mlddle
Bast.

North Korea’s latest nuclear
test offers a silver lining: pr 0-

viding clarity of Pyongyang sin-
 tentions. North Korea, in the

midst of a leadershlp struggle,
has dropped the pretense ‘of be-
ing willing to negotiate away its
nuclear program. The sooner
we recognize this, and focus in
with a renewed effort to box
North Korea out of the iritdrna-
tional financial system, the bét-

_ter. An inability for North Ko-=
reato‘access hard currency

would mean that Kim Jong-il
could neither pay his generals

nor fund his nuclear and missile-

programs.




