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An Update from Washington
After months of deliberation, the House passed its version of a health care reform bill on Saturday.  Because my concerns were not addressed, I voted against the Affordable Health Care for America Act.  However, I did vote for an amendment that will ensure no federal dollars are used for elective abortion services in the health care bill.  This was an absolute must for members of the pro-life community.  I also supported an amendment that would have added medical liability reform to the final bill.
The bill passed, titled H.R. 3962, would actually increase the federal government’s budgetary commitment to health care after 2019, according to the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office.  As it stands, our spending on health care is set to expand exponentially, rising to approximately 30% of our entire budget within the next 30 years.  By all accounts, this is unsustainable. 

Moreover, H.R. 3962 contains a government option, to which I am opposed, and surcharges and mandates on small businesses and individuals.  People across the country are struggling to make ends meet and this is no time to place additional burdens on them.   

There are some basic changes I think would help us reach many of our shared health care reform goals.  Discrimination based on pre-existing conditions and the arbitrary dropping of coverage should be prohibited.  I support allowing businesses and individuals the opportunity to purchase insurance from entities beyond their state lines to help foster greater competition.  Medical liability reform should also be seriously addressed in any health care reform.

I believe we do need health care cost reform, but cost reform that doesn’t fundamentally change a system with which most Americans are satisfied.  I fear this bill will not reduce long-term costs, and our debt and deficits will suffer and balloon in the years ahead.  I will remain a firm no on any future health care bills that do not adequately address these concerns.

Extending the Homebuyers’ Tax Credit

Last week, the House passed and the President signed a bill that will extend the homebuyers’ tax credit from November 30th through the end of April.  The bill also extended unemployment benefits for Alabama families hit hard by the recession.  As you may recall, I recently sponsored a bill that would have extended and expanded the homebuyers’ tax credit. 
The bill signed into law includes an extension of the $8,000 first-time homebuyer tax credit through April 30, 2010 and provides a $6,500 credit to new purchasers who have lived in their current residence for five years or more.  The bill I sponsored would have opened the credit to all purchasers of primary residences and expanded the credit to $18,000.  Additionally, it would have increased the credit’s income cap.
The homebuyers’ tax credit has been a successful economic stimulus and has helped stabilize a volatile housing market.  While I would have preferred that the housing tax credit provisions go even further as they do in my bill, I am pleased we are extending the credit before it expires in a few short weeks.  This extension will not only help more people purchase a home and stabilize the market, it will also put more money in the hands of American citizens and give the economy a needed boost.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
