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An Update from Washington
Last week, House leadership introduced the Affordable Health Care for America Act, the latest version of the health care reform bill.  The changes made were not significant enough to earn my support.  From the beginning of this debate, I have been opposed to the government option and any legislation that puts additional burdens on our small businesses and tax-paying citizens.  H.R. 3962 contains a government option and surcharges and mandates on small businesses and individuals.  People and small businesses across the country are struggling to make ends meet and this is no time to place additional burdens on them. 

I believe we do need health care cost reform, but cost reform that doesn’t fundamentally change a system with which most Americans are satisfied.  I fear this bill will not reduce long-term costs, and our debt and deficits will suffer and balloon in the years ahead.  I will vote no on the Affordable Health Care for America Act when it comes to the floor for consideration unless it is drastically changed.   
Improving Opportunities for Rural Businesses
The Small Business Committee recently held a hearing on the implementation of broadband technology grants through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.   Approximately $7.2 billion was made available through the Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP) and Broadband Initiatives Program (BIP).  During the first round of applications, nearly 2,220 organizations or entities applied for grants or loans totaling almost $28 billion. 

I have been a strong supporter for increased access to broadband technology.  However, I am concerned about the implementation of grant and loan programs, specifically the complex application process and the very specific definition of a remote rural area.  Additionally, I have concerns about inadequate funding relative to the high demand for rural broadband service. 

  

Broadband access, especially for rural areas, can be the deciding factor for businesses looking to open their doors, expand services, or move to a new location.  As the number of applications submitted in the first round indicates, there is a great need for expanded broadband access across America.  I shared these concerns with USDA and Commerce officials because it’s my job to ensure that broadband opportunities are made readily available to people in the Second District of Alabama.
Protecting Alabama’s Water Resources

Members of the Alabama, Florida, and Georgia delegations met last week to discuss the ongoing conflict over water rights in the three states.  The meeting was productive and we agreed that the three governors should move quickly and reopen negotiations on a water sharing agreement.  At issue is metro Atlanta’s increased use of Lake Lanier, whose source is the Chattahoochee River, for its drinking water.  The problem is that Alabama and Florida also need an adequate supply of water from the Chattahoochee River for water and energy.

The Apalachicola-Chattahoochee-Flint River Basin is an invaluable source of both water and power in Southeast Alabama and an adequate supply of water must be maintained throughout the entire system.  The Alabama delegation stands united on this issue; Congress should not act until a favorable agreement is reached at the state level.  I look forward to working with the Governor and my fellow delegation members to protect the interests of both the people in my district and throughout the State of Alabama.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.
