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An Update from Washington
As it has for the last several months, health care continues to be the subject of intense debate on Capitol Hill.  Recently, the Senate Finance Committee concluded its work on a health care bill by passing the America’s Healthy Future Act.  It is the final committee of jurisdiction to pass a health care bill.
The Senate, like the House, is now working on combining the various bills into a single product.  Though it is still unclear what the final bill will be, it will most likely have some version of the so-called public option.  As I have been from the beginning of this debate, I am opposed to the public option.  I also believe that the current direction of health care reform will have severe long-term consequences for our budget, the economy, and individual American citizens.  If the vote were held today, I would be a firm no.
In fact, my opposition to current health care legislation was recently noted in a well-respected national publication.  Saturday’s National Journal magazine commented “A few other newcomers have been dogged health reform foes. ‘I come from a very conservative district, and my constituents have loudly opposed each of the proposals,’ said Rep. Bobby Bright, D-Ala., who added that he can be effective for his district as long as party leaders respect his independence.”
I do expect a vote on health care reform to come before the House in the next few weeks.  In the meantime, please continue to call or write my offices with your opinions on health care.  As I have often said, I am in Washington to represent your interests and need to understand where you stand on the issues.
Stop Loss Payments for Service Members
Beginning last week, special payments are now available to over 185,000 service members who have had their enlistments involuntarily extended through Stop Loss since September 11, 2001. The payments will provide $500 for every month they were held under Stop Loss orders. The additional payments were established in the 2009 War Supplemental Appropriations Act, which I supported. 
Soldiers who served under Stop Loss deserve to be more than adequately compensated for their extended service.  Stop Loss has affected many of our service members and this additional pay is the least we can do to show our gratitude for their sacrifices.  I was proud to support this provision because nothing is more important than making sure we are doing right by our troops.
The Retroactive Stop Loss Special Pay is available to service members who had their enlistment extended or retirement suspended due to Stop Loss between Sept. 11, 2001 and Sept. 30, 2009 (the end of the fiscal year).  
Service members could begin submitting their claim for Retroactive Stop Loss Special Pay beginning Wednesday, October 21.  All applications must be submitted to the respective services no later than Oct. 21, 2010.  Service members must provide documented proof they were held under Stop Loss with their claim.  Family members of deceased service members should contact the appropriate military service for assistance in filing their claim.  If you have any questions or need the contact information for a particular branch, please visit my website or call my office.  

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

