For use during week beginning on 10.12.09

An Update from Washington
Last week I supported two important bills for both veterans and deployed service members.  The Veterans Health Care Budget Reform and Transparency Act and the Service Members Home Ownership Tax Act passed with unanimous bi-partisan support.  
The Veterans Health Care Budget Reform and Transparency Act is one of the highest priorities for many veterans’ organizations.  The American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, AMVETS, and the Disabled American Veterans called it “an historic legislative victory on behalf of all veterans.”  
The bill authorizes Congress to make appropriations for VA medical care one year in advance, and also requires the President to request those funds one year in advance.  This change in law will help ensure that the VA has a steady stream of funding and is able to get a more accurate outlook for its future budgeting.  It now goes to the President’s desk to be signed into law. 

  

Our veterans should never see their benefits reduced or put in jeopardy due to budgetary hold-ups.  This is one of the top priorities for veterans, and I am glad that Congress is taking action to make it a reality.  This is another positive step this Congress is taking to appropriately honor those who have bravely served our country.
  

The Service Members Home Ownership Tax Act will extend the first-time homebuyer’s tax credit for those serving our country abroad.  Currently, the tax credit is set to expire on December 1, 2009.  This bill will extend the credit for a year to qualifying service members stationed overseas, ensuring they will be able to take advantage of this benefit.  
It will also exempt from taxes payments made under the Defense Housing Assistance Program for personnel selling a home that has declined in value.  Additionally, H.R. 3590 will prevent service members from being forced to repay their tax credit if they are forced to sell their home as a result of deployment or transfer. 

  

The homebuyer’s tax credit is a tremendous benefit to people across the country and has the added advantage of helping to spur the real estate market.  Active duty military and other officials serving our country abroad should be able to access this tax credit, regardless of their deployment status.  This is a good bill that helps our soldiers who are fighting to protect our freedoms overseas.
  

This Congress has been particularly good on veterans’ issues.  Earlier this year, I voted for an historic increase in funding for the Department of Veterans Affairs.  The Veterans Affairs and Military Construction Appropriations Act contains a 12% increase in the budget for the VA.  Congress must continue to be attentive to and strong on issues that affect those who bravely serve America.  Honoring our veterans will continue to be one of my top priorities as your congressman.
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

