For use during week beginning on 10.5.09

An Update from Washington

The Department of Veterans Affairs recently created a website to help the backlog of veterans who are having trouble accessing their Post-9/11 G.I. bill education benefits.  The creation of the website came after Members of Congress, including myself, and veterans’ organizations called for additional regional benefit centers or satellite offices to accommodate veterans forced to travel long distances to pick up emergency benefit checks.  

The online application is now available at www.va.gov, and veterans are still able to apply in-person for emergency benefits of up to $3,000 at the Montgomery Regional benefit office.  Additionally, there is a free van service for veterans without their own transportation and who wish to visit a benefit center in person.  Veterans interested in van service should contact their nearest VA medical facility.

I applaud the VA’s actions to resolve a problem in what is otherwise a strong program which provides full scholarships to veterans of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  The G.I. Bill is a tremendous benefit for our veterans, and the online application will make it easier for students to quickly access the scholarship money they so richly deserve.  Our veterans have served our country bravely and should not be asked to incur any unnecessary burdens associated with the slow disbursement of their education benefits.

Funding Alabama Energy and Water Projects

Last week, the House passed the Energy and Water Appropriations Act for FY2010, which funds energy and water projects around the country.  Supported by the entire Alabama House delegation, the bill passed the House by a bipartisan 308 - 114 margin.  Passage of the bill by the House and Senate is the final step before the President signs the legislation into law. 

Included in the bill is $800,000 for the Farm Deployable Microbial Bioreactor for Fuel Ethanol Production project at Auburn University at Montgomery.  The project, which is the product of a joint request by Congressman Robert Aderholt (R-AL) and myself, is seeking to develop an efficient way for farmers to convert inedible plant waste into ethanol.  If successful, this will provide Alabama farmers with an inexpensive and economical method for running their farms.  It is the first congressionally-directed project that Auburn-Montgomery has ever received. 

The staff at AUM is doing impressive and important work to help Alabama farmers.  This investment will further their research with the goal of producing a simple and cost-effective method for farmers to fuel their farms and equipment.  I look forward to working with Auburn-Montgomery in the future to ensure they have the resources needed to make this project successful.

Additionally, the bill provides funding for pre-approved Army Corps of Engineers projects to ensure the safety and quality of our nation's water infrastructure.  In the Second District, Walter F. George Lock and Dam in Eufaula will receive $8,526,000 for authorized maintenance and improvements. 

This is an important bill that authorizes critical projects around the country while keeping spending in check from the previous year's levels and below the President’s request level.  I was proud to vote for this bill to ensure our water and energy resources across the country receive the support they need.

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call our offices in Montgomery at (334) 277-9113, Dothan at (334) 794-9680, Opp at (334) 493-9253, or Ozark at (334) 445-4600.  You can also visit the website at www.bright.house.gov to sign up for the e-newsletter.  It is my great pleasure to serve you and the entire Second District of Alabama.

